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the 29th April, 1974, and the printing of
the ballot papers, these were despatched
to the honourable member’s area on the
2nd May, as a first priority. That is the
advice which I have. There seems to he
some diserepancy of time as to when the
papers were received in the area, but that
is the only advice I am able to give in reply
to the question directed to me by the Hon.
George Berry. He also referred, of course,
to education and health.

I will now refer to the comments of the
Hon. Clive QGriffiths who said he
was an extremely sensitive person, We
note his sensitivities are not changed by
the fact that a Government of his own
party is back in the Parliament. The
honourable member continues, of course, to
take the role-—or play the part-—which he
has always done of handling questions of
particular electoral value to him and to his
people,

I am noi. I 2 position Lo comment at all
on the subjcct he hes raised in the House
tonight but, once again, the precedure will
he that I will certainly have the matter
ralsed for him and I vwill have the infor-
mation eonwveyed to him as soon as possible,

The honuu:able member also made some
reference to licenses fur road transport in
the north and I thought, as is not uncom-
mon, that he used soms very strong ex-
pressions such as “blackmail” end “people
being explai'cd”. As I understand the situ-
ation, one of the purncses of issuing
licenses was L) ensure that people were
not exploited or disadvantaged as a conse-
quence of the system. However, I accept
that the bhooourable member has other
views and thoy zcertainly will be the subject
of same exainination.

In closing, 1T appreciate the co-operation
extended by m:mberz in dealing with the
Address-in-Reply debate. There have been
26 speakers and we are at the point of
concluding the debate within our third
week of sitling.

I must express to all speakers my appre-
ciation for th:ir co-operation in coming
forward with iheir spezeches to enable us
to get the dehatbe over end done with.

It has besn a very useful debate from
the point »f riew of the information that
has heen conveyed to the Parliament, and
I hope the infcrmatfon will be duly noted
by the Government. Where there are op-
portunities for improsvement, and where
criticism b s been justifiably directed, the
Governmeni may be able to take some
action.

New memnbers will have gained experi-
ence from gspeaking to the Address-in-
Reply. I think it is a worth-while debate.
We had a congiderable number of speakers,
as we did on the Suppiy Bill, and, bearing
in mingd that there is a considerable legis-
iative programme (o be proceeded with, I
hope memuers will not sit back but will
continue to make sitilar contributions
which are of equal value.

[ASSEMELY.]

I support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

Presentation to Governor
THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [1121 pm.]: I
move—
That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Gavernor by the
Prosident and such members as may
desire to accompany him.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower-west—
Minister for Justice) [11.22 pm.l: 1
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 20th August.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 11.22 p.am.

Lenislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 14th August, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chalir at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PREMIERS’' CONFERENCE
Statement by Premier

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) {4.33 p.m.]: Mr Speaker, I seek
leave to make a statement relating to the
Premiers' Conference which was held in
Canberra yesterday.

The SPEAKER: The Premier seeks
leave to make a statement. I would advise
members that leave can be granted only if
there is no dissentient vofce. Is there a
dissentient votce? There heing none, leave
Is granted.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I feel it desir-
able, in view of the importance of the
matters discussed at the Premiers’ Con-
ference yesterday and the peossible impact
on our legislatlve and administrative pro-
gramme, to make a statement In this
Parllament at the first opportunity.

Members will 1ecall there was great dis-
satisfaction on the part of the States fol-
lowing the 7th June Premters' Conference
when the Commonwealth said no assist-
ance would be glven beyond the formuls.
The States were told they would have to
inerease taxes and charges, and reduce
expenditure so as to handle their budgetary
problems within their cwn means.

As a result, the Western Australian Gov-
ernment has scught to do this. Likewise,
the States were unhappy about the loan
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fund allocations but, in our case, we were
hopeful that, through close supervision of
tendering and construction, and a careful
assessment of priorities, we would he able
to live within the available loan funds.

However, the inflationary situatton has
deteriorated further at a dramatic rate,
and we now find that the rate of inflation
in the eivil engineering and construction
field is even worse than that which pre-
vails in the day-to-day consumer items
and those directly concerned in the Con-
solidated Revenue items.

The States, prior to yesterday’s meeting,
made available to the Prime Minisier the
report of the State Under-Treasurers—
working in conjunction with the Common-
wealth Treasury representative—on the In-
flationary situation, and the courses open
to State and Federal Governments under
thelr respective constitutional powers.

The 10th July meeting of Premiers in
Melbourne was a memorable one because
of the unanimity reached amongst the six
Premiets, including two Labor Premiers.

It was also significant that at that
meeting one of the Premiers—Queensland
—was a Country Party Premier, the Acting
Premier of New South Wales was g
Country Party member, the Acting Prem-
ier of Victoria was from the Liberal Party,
and the Premiers of South Australia and
Tasmania were both Labor Premiers.

In other words—including myself—there
was, by coincldence. equal representation
amongst the six Premiers and Acting
Premiers from the three major political
parties in Australia.

The Premiers were unanimous that they
were prepared to co-operate with the Com-
monwealth to the maximum degree in
seeking to pool the jolnt constitutional
powers of State and Federal Governments
on a co-operative basis to achieve a nation-
al strategy to deal with the national erisls
of inflation.

This was not on a basis of ceding powers
to the Commonwealth, but on a basls of a
truly co-operative Federal system.

In this regard, it was not intended that
this co-operative use of powers would he
confined necessarily to matters of incomes
and prices.

It is regretted that there was such a
long delay between the 10th July meeting
and the conference which took place
yesterday, but I understand this was be-
cause of the parliamentary commitments
of the Commonwealth Government, and
this week was the first week when a
Premiers’ Conference was practicable with
the Commonwealth participating through
its Prime Minister and the Federal Treas-
urer.

Each State Premier presented his views
in a frank manner.

For practical purposes, the main differ-
ence in thelr presentations largely sur-
rounded their special budgetary problems
in their own particular States.
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The underlying theme of 211 States was
co-operation with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in the formation of a national
strategy to deal with inflatton,

On behalf of Western Austiala, I re-
ported that we hac done everything the
Commonwealth Governmenrt had insisted
we do at the 7th Jure conforenee.

We had increase’—by administrative
action, or announced intention by legisla-
tive actlon—a wide range of Inereases in
charges and taxes, '3 a pcint where we
find it very disturbing.

Almost withcout creception, these charges
and taxes were inflatisnary and it seemed
to be incongruocus that, whilst the Com-
monwealth was preaching the need to cur-
tail inflation, steps were being forced to
increase the charges and iaxes im highly
inflationary areas.

Coineidentally wiil; this, we had under-
taken a further seve.e revicw of the State
Government’s 1974-75 expendiiure and—
even after making further projected cuts
to a peoin{ where ve are coincerned about
the practicability c¢f retaining reasonable
efficiency of service—we still have a deficit
of at least $20 milion to face.

Other States had =imilar storles to tell

The Prime Mink‘er ackncwledged the
States had acted 1~ accordance with the
Commonwealth’s iuientions at the 7th
June, 1974, conference.

I put the case {c the Primc Minister
that, together, the Commonwealth and the
States could win the battle of inflation.

To do s0 we have to convinee the publie,
including trade unionists, of our sincerity
of purpose—and we must act together.

We would arouse justifiable eriticism H,
on the one hand, we joined with the Com-
monwealth Governmeat in a series of legls-
lative and administ-ative actions to curtail
inflation through restraining wage and
salary demands and, at thc same time,
came out with another dosc of largely
inflationary increaszecs in chaypes and taxes.

It was the propesition cf the States
that the CommonwezaHih would make a very
desirable contributicn to infiation abate-
ment—and also to the improvement of
public understanding and morale—if the
Commonwealth could make funds avall-
able to the States so as to at least prevens
their increasing charges and taxes further.

For most of the day, the Commonwealth
was adamant that ihere would be neo
assistance to the States; the Slates were
expected to adjust their Budgets within
their own means, even If Dby raising
additional charges and taxes.

But the Commonwealth still expected the
States to join with it in a number of gnid-
inflationary measures, particularly those
related to achieving restraint in wage and
salary Increases.

It was not until the last few minutes of
the conference that the Prtme Minister
agreed to submit the States’ propesal
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t¢ his Federal colleagues when they are
undertaking their Budget reviews next
week,

In the interests of expedition, and to
show the goodwill of the States, it was
arranged’ that, without delay, and without
awalting the Commonwealth deelslon,
working partles of Commonwealth and
Btate officers would immedlately proceed
to examine what was necessary by way of
State and Commonwealth legislative and
administrative actlon under the following
headings, and these are the polnts of im-
mediate concern to members—

(1) Clarification of wage Indexation
formula and application (Includ-
ing provislon for anomalles that
inevitably exist when a new system
comes into operation).

(2) The practicabllity of tax penaliies
under both State pay-roll tax and
Commonwealth Income tax for
wage payments In excess of index-
atlon and authorised anomaly

payments.

(3) State Iegislatlon to complement
Commonwealth Prices Justifica-
tion Tribunal legisiation, Includ-
ing the extension of operations
outside of corporations.

By way of explanation perhaps it would he
as well If I mentioned that the Common-
wealth is able to leglsiate only In respect
of corporations under the Prices Justi-
fication Tribunal legislation. Power be-
yond that rests only with the States. To
continue—

(4) Disallowance by the Prices Justi-
fleation Tribunal of wages incur-
red In excess of Indexation and
authorised anomaly payments, (In
other words, these excess payments
will not be claimable as a cost
item when applleations are con-
sidered by the tribunal. The first
case of this has been announced
by the tribunal, but it Is felt there
might have to be some fortification
of this attitude on a Common-
wealth-State basis.)

Joint applicatlon by the Common-
wealth and States to wage and
salary tribunals to Hmit increases
to an indexed amount, plus auth-
orised anomaly corrections.

5!

(8) Revlew of the multiplicity of wage
and salary tribunals with a view to
reducing the number and thus
remove some of the present ineon-

sistencles and pressures.

(T) Review of the Government tender-
Ing procedures and results in view
of the current unsatisfactory ten-
ders being received in the present
Inflationary situatlon and the
consequent inadequacy of loan
funds avallable,

[ASSEMELY.]

Members will appreciate that the present
inflationary position helps to resolve the
Commonwealth's budgetary problems be-
cause of the Inflated income tax It
recelves. At the same tlme, the State
Budgets are desiroyed by the very same
inflation,

I helieve the States put forward a
powerful case in a constructive way, and
I am hopeful the Commonweaslth will
change its attitude in the interests of
having the maximum co-operation and
unity of effort and purpose.

The arrangements under consideration,
of course, are intended to prevail only for
the pericd of the emergency. It was the
view of all Premiers that the situation is
so serious that some party political ideolo-
gies on both sides might temporarily have
to be set aside.

The interesting point was that the Com-
monwealth has nhow conceded that the
crisis Is not so much one of demand pres-
sures—even if that were the case back in
June. It is one of “cost push’.

Already we are seeing the signs of natlon-
wide unemployment generating at a dis-
turbing rate, with the Federal Minister for
Labour saying that more is to follow be-
fore a decline will commence. At the
same time, we are not likely to see any
abatement of the ‘cost pressures” unless
Commonwealth-State action c¢an be taken
in co-operation.

I felt it desirable to indicate the wide
range of legislative and administrative
action which might be necessary, assum-
ing that the working parties are able
quickly to get to grips with the practical
problems.

I emphasised at the conference that the
public are looking for quick actlon at the
national level, and they are wanting action
taken which is clear-cut and simple so
that it will be universally understood.

I belleve we can reasonably expect gen-
eral support for thils type of approach,
even though there wil] inevitably be some
of the minority militant forces which will
seek to embarrass the overall effort for
restraint.

Employers will certainly be discouraged
from granting Increases outside of the
limits agreed within the Commonwealth
and State policies, if they know they will
not get any acknowledgment for these
higher payments from the Prices Tribunal,
and they wiill be subject to penalty taxa-
tion both in ferms of pay-roll tax and
company income tax,

I appreciate the fact that the Deputy
Premier was able to accompany me in view
of the very important and wide range of
legislative and administrative policy mat-
ters involved. And, Mr Speaker, I thank
the Leader of the Opposition and the
other members of the House for their co-
operation in allowing me to make this
statement.
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QUESTIONS (36):
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ON NOTICE

This question was postponed.

SCHOOL BUS SERVICES

Recommendation of Commitiee

Mr

T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

Mr

Mr

When is a decision to be expected
by the Minister for Education in
respect of recommendation No.
26 of the committee that recently
investigated school bus services?

MENSAROS replied:

The committee’s report is at pres-
ent being printed and will
shortly he distributed to inter-
ested parties for their considera-
tion and comment.

No decisions will be made on any
of the recommendations until
after this has occurred.

PENSIONERS
Firewood Permits
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Forests:

Mr

In reference to the free license
for old age pensioners would he
please explain why such a license
prohibits the licensee from tak-
ing wood from a fire Kkilled tree
as often such wood is more con-
veniently available for collection
by an aged person?

RIDGE replied:

This clause was originally in-
cluded in all firewood licenses in
an endeavour to prevent persons
setting fire to trees to kill them
for future use as firewood. The
retention of this clause in the free
license for old age pensioners will
be reviewed.

STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE
S. Salinovich: Legal Advice
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Labour:

1)

2

Mr
(1)

(2)

With reference to 8. Salinovich
MP/3248, has the general man-
ager of SGIQ received the legal
advice he was seeking as refer-
red to in the yltimate paragraph
of his letter to me concerning
the abovenamed of date 7th June,
19747

When may I expect further advice
herein?

GRAYDEN replied:

Yes.

The QGeneral Manager of SGIO
has today written to Mr Evans.

8.

7.
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JOHN FORREST NATIONAL
PARK

Mr

Tearooms Lease
MOILER, to the Minister for

Lands:

Mr

Mr

Further to my question 9 of
Thursday, 1st August, 1974 con-
cerning the tearooms at John
Forrest National Park—

(a) has the matter reached arbi-
tration;

if not, what action is being
taken by the Natiénal Parks
Board to havé the matter
finalised so that the incon-
venience which has been
caused to patrons of the park
for the past seven months
may be alleviated?

RIDGE replied:

(a) No.

(b) Preliminary arrangements for
the hearing have been final-
ised but a date has not yet
been established, In addi-
tion the board is in the pro-
cess of examining the posi-
tion regarding re-leasing the
premises.

4]

POLICE STATION
Mundaring
MOILER, to the Minister for

Police:

Mr

Are there any proposals .to build
a new police station at Mundar-
ing in the near future?.

QO'CONNOR replied:

The Mundaring Shire Council re-
cently approached me on this
matter and was advised that
funds were not avajlable for re-
placement in the near future.

EASTERN HILLS HIGH
SCHOOL
Upgrading

MOILER, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

Further to the Minister's state-
meny} advising of. the introduc-
tion of fourth-year secondary
classes at Easterm HMHlls high
school—

(1) What amouni of funds has
been allocated to the school
for the necessary upgrading
to accommodate fourth-year
studies in 1975%

How many additional teach-
ers will: be allgeated to the
school, and.what. will be their
classifications? ,

Will the’ allocation of funds
refeg'red to In (1) be m
addition to the $100 000

2)

(&)
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already allocated to the
school through the Austra-
lian Schools Commission, for
additions and improvements
during this year, 1974, but as
yet uncommenced?

When are the improvements
referred to in (3) likely to
commence and when is it
anticipated they will be com-
pleted?

4)

Mr MENSARQOS replied:

(1) No additional funds have
been allocated to the school,
but temporary accommoda-

tion will be provided as
necessary.
(2) Several additional staff mem-

bers will be added to the
school after consultation
with the principal with re-
gard to subject needs. Their
classifications will be master
or mistress, and acting senlor
master or acting senior mis-
tress.

Answered by (1).

It is hoped to start construc-
tion in October for occupa-
tion early in the new school
year,

(3}
1)

DISADVANTAGED SCHOOLS

Commonwealth Grant

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Would the Minister agree to pro-
vide interested members with—

{(a) the list of 20 metropolitan
schools classed as signifi-
cantly disadvantaged by the
committee under the chair-
manship of the Director-Gen-
eral of Education;

the list of the additional 24
schools operating under some
disadvantage;

the list of 24 rural schools,
considered to be disadvan-
taged, which will benefit from
the Australian Government's
grant for disadvantaged.
schools?

)

(c»

Mr MENSAROS replied:

{a) to (¢) A general release of in-

formation relating to schools
categorised as disadvantaged
for funding purposes under
the schools commission is
expected shortly as a result
of action taken by the Com-
monwealth Minister for Edu-
cation.
It would be unwise to make
any announcements prior to
the contemplated general re-
{ease of information.

9.

Mr

BIRD DEALERS
Licenses
MOILER, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Fauna:

(1}

2

(3}

)

4]

(6)

T

1
(2)

(3
(€9)

(5)

(6)

&)

How many bird dealers
licensed at the present time?

What are the reasons for re-
stricting the number of bird
dealers?

When does annual registration
take place?

Has there been a reduction in
the number of dealers, over the
past two years?

Have new licenses been issued
over the past 12 months, and if
s¢, to whom?

Under what conditions may a
dealer have his or her license
cancelled?

Would he table the regulations
under which the Fisheries and
Fauna Department control the
licensing and operations of hird
dealers?

STEPHENS replied:
31.

(a) Conservation of bird life.

(b) The number of bird trappers
and the numbers of birds
they are permitted to take
from the wild are controlled.
The bird dealers now licensed
are considered sufficient fo
handle the legal take.

At the date of expiry of each in-

dividual license,

Yes. There has been a net re-

duction of three.

New licenses have been issued
during the last twelve months
to—

Mr J. Wheat for premises at
181 Sevenoaks Street, Queens
Park.

Mr L. C. Kane for premises at
51 Walter Road Dianella.
Two licenses were transferred

during this period.
Section 15 (2) (h) of the Fauna
Conservation Act provides—

(b) “Where the holder of a2
license contravenes or falls
to comply with any conditions
endorsed upon or attached to
the license, the Minister may,
at any time and from time
time by notice in writing
given to the holder of =a
license, cancel the license or
suspend it for such period as
the Minister thinks At”,

1 table a copy of the Fauna Con-

servation Act and & copy of the

Fauna Conservation regulations.

are
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I direct the Member's attention to
sections 15 and 17 of the Act
and regulation 13.

The papers were tabled (see paper
No. 153).

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Meat Inspection; Financial
Losses

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister fcr Health:

(1) During the past two years, has
any shire council recouped meat
inspection fees of a greater
amount than the cost of the ser-
vice provided?

If so, which local authority or
authorities, and which are the
ahattoirs operating within the
authority or those authorities?
In what way does a local autho-
rity have discretion as to the
meat inspection fee that may be
charged for the service provided?
Would he list the number of
cattle, sheep, lamhbs and pilgs
slayghtered at the respective
abattoirs referred to under (2) for
the past two years?

If he has the information, would
he show the total man hours per
year for the past two years allo-
cated to meat inspection by the
local authority or authorities
referred to in (2) and the salary
being paid to meat inspectors ems-
ployed by the authority or auth-
orities?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) A study of figures submitted by
local authorities is presently be-
ing undertaken. These indicate
that no local authority recouped
the full cost of mesat inspection
services in 1973-74. Figures for
1972-73 are not available.
Answered by (1).

The local authority is bound to
abserve the regulations without
the exercise of discretion.

and (5) This information will be
contained in the report which is
now in preparation, but will not
be available for submission to the
Minister for Health for three or
four weeks,

(2)

3)

1)

(3)

(2)
(3)

4)

STATE FORESTS
Area, and Pine Plantations

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) What is the area of State Forests
Nos. 1 and 2?7 -

(2) What is the area of pine planta-
tlons in each of these State
Forests?

12,
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Is it planned to expand the cur-
rent area under pines?

What is the current policy in
regard to the management of
State Forests Nos, 1 and 2, par-
tiecularly in regard to the remain-
ing areas of tuart forest?

Have State Forests Nes, 1 and 2
been enlarged since 1962 by the
acquisition of private land?

r RIDGE replied:

(1) No. 1—B33 hectares.
No, 2—2 046 hectares.
No. 1—Nil,

No. 2—562 hectares.

No.

The existing areas of pure tuart
forest occurring naturslly aon
State Forests No. 1 and 2 will
be conserved as a forest park.
Operatlons will be confined to
protection and ensuring of re-
generation necessary to main-
tain and perpetuate the present
floral and faunal ecelegical sys-
tems. The only future fellings
will be prophylactin. Recrea-
tional and oiher public usage is
being examined and will be
catered for where possible.

Yes. An area of 192 hectares of
tuart forest was acquired.

(3}

(4)

(5)

2)

3
(4)

(5)

LUDLOW TUART FOREST

Conservation Through Reserves
Commitiee

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

(1) What are the recommendations of
the Conservation Through
Reserves Committee in respect of
the Ludlow Tuart Forest?

Who are the members of that
committee, and what “interests”
do they represent?

On what cccasions has it met?
Has it presented an intertm or
final report?

If (4) is in any way in the affir-
mative, will the Minister release
the report for public copsumption?
If (4) is in the negative, when is
an interim or final report ex-
pected?

STEPHENS replied:

Recommendations will be con-

tained in the final report of the
committee,

Dr W. D. L. Ride (Chairman),
Director of W.A. Musewn; Mr J.
F. Morgan, Surveyor-General: Dy
B. E. Balme, Reader in Geology,
WA Unlversity; Professor R. 'P.
Appleyard, Professor of Egono-
mic History, WA University,

2)

(€))
(4)

(5)

(6)

(1)

(2)
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13.

14,

@)

+ (3)

Members were not chosen as rep-
resentative of any specific “inter-
est” but rather for their expertise.

The committee first met on 15th
February, 1972, and hes met on
some 40 occasions since.

Preliminary drafts of some sec-
tions have hbeen made avallable
to the Environmental Protection
Authority.

The final report will be made pub-
lic after consideration by the En-
vironmental Protection Authority
and Cabinet.

The final report with the excep-
tion of the metropolitan and
Kimberley reglons is expected to
be presented to the Environmental
Protection Authority within the
next month. 'The committee will
then begin consideration of the
metiopolitan and Kimberley re-
gions.

D

(4)

(5}

(6}

+ FERTILISERS
Rail Haulage

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

What tonnages of fertiliser were

railed during the year 1973-T74

from the following statlons—

(a) Geraldton;

(b) Ewinana;

(¢) Esperance;

{d) Bassendean;

(e) Picton Junction;

(£} "Albany?
Mt O'CONNOR replied:

" tonnes

(a) 47869

(b) 494174

(©) 80

(d) 60689

(e) 110 790

(¢4 J 76 853

LAND
Release for Agriculture

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
- Agriculture:
- (1) Is'the newspaper article contained
in the 8th August, 1974 edition of
The West Australien which states
that the Government has set up a
subcommitiee of Cabinet to con-
' sider the release of further land
for farm development, correct?
If so, .what specific areas of the
State, are being considered for re-
lease?
When is it expected that a decl-
sion will be taken on the release of
such areas?

15.

18.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr McPHARLIN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Al] areas of the State will be con-
sidered.

(3) After Cabinet has had the oppor-
tunity to consider the report by
the subcommittee,

POLICE
Land Clearing: Blasting

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is it contemplated that any addl-
tional restrictions will be placed
on farmers who wish to carry out
their own blasting with explosives
in the course of eclearing opera-
tions?

If so, what will these restrictions

entall, and from when would they

apply?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) It is contemplated that no more
than two persons shall be engaged
on such blasting and that the
operation is to be at a safe dis-
tance from any road or dwelling.
Proposed amendments to the Ex-
plosives and Dangerous Goods
Act are now being drafted.

CATTLE INDUSTRY
Kimberley: Government Assisiance

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

the North West:

(1} Is the report contained in the

Northern Times of 8th August,

1974 that he has received a sub-

mission from the Pastoralists and

Grazilers Association seeking assis-

tance from the State Government

to prevent a collapse of the

Kimberley cattle industry, correct?

If 50, what are the components of

the crises referred to in the sub-

mission?

What recommendations

made in the submission?

What actlon has been taken by

the Government to alleviate the

position?

RIDGE replied:

and (2) The reference in the

Northern Times of 8&th August,

1974, relates to a submission by the

Pastoralists and Graziers Associa-

tlon which was presented with a

view to certain proposed action

being taken to arrest any prob-
lems which may eventuate.

A summary of the full recommen-

dations is that—

{a) Consideration be glven to re-
duced back-loading freight
rate from Kimberley poris to
Fremantle,

(2)

2}

3 were

(€3]

Mr
(1

&)
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(b) Special arrangements be made
with WA Meat Export Works
to have northern meat held In
their freezers,

The Minister for Transport
consult with the Knutsen Line
with the view to the Line
modifying its requirements,
Consuitation be held between
authorities involved to ascer-
taln whether shipping and
handling costs could be miti-
gated.

Consideration be given to the
formming of a representative
committee of the Government,
meat works, Pastoralists and
Graziers Assoclation and such
other persons as the Minister
may care to nominate, to
review the position continu-
ally,

No crisis has arisen but in anti-
cipation of any problem which
could eventuate, the submission is
the subject of current joint con-
slderation by the Ministers for
Works, Transport and the North
West,

)

(d)

(e)

4)

RAILWAYS
Manjimup Barracks
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the WAGR obtained a site in
Manjimup for the purpose of con-

structing a railwaymen’'s bar-
racks?

(2) If so0, precisely where Is the site
located?

Have plans and specifications for
& new bharracks to be bulll at
Manjimup been prepared?

3>

(4) If so, when will work on the new
barracks commence?
(5) Will such barracks supersede

those existing at Bridgetown?
Mr O’'CONNOR replied:
(1) Formalities for purchase of land
are belng completed.
No. 3, Muir Street.
No.
Present planning provides for con-
struction to commence in the first
quarter of 1975,
Irrespective of any other circum-
stances, barracks will be required
at Manjimup for provision of wood
chip train services.

EKWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Route: Alterations
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Electri-
city:
(1) Since 30th March, 1974 have there
been any alterations to the route

(2>
3
(4)

%)
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of the Xwinana-Balga 330kV
transmission line?

If so, will he indicate the areas
where changes have been made?
Has the dispute between the SEC
and residents in the Caversham
area been resolved?

If so, will he indlcate the method
of settlement?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No.

{(2) See (1).

(3) Five landowners in Caversham sare
involved, Settlement{ has heen
reached with one, Negotiations
with the other landowners are
progressing.

(4) By Grant of Easement.

2

3)

4)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Charges: Increased Revenue

Ni[r MAY, to the Minister for Electri-

elty:
Will he advise the anticipated in-
creased revenue to be obtalned by
the State Electricity Commission
over a 12 month period resulting
from the announced Increased
electricity charges?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

Based on estimated sales for the
twelve months from 1st August,
1974, to 31st July, 1975, the anti-
cipated increased revenue result-
ing from increased electricity
charges is $10 400 000.

LOW-GRADE COAL
Conversion infto Gas

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Is he aware that a British engin-
eering company, Wellman
Engineering, claims that by con-
verting low-grade coal into gas
by its latest two-stage conversion
plant it ean reduce manufacturers’
energy costs by 30 per cent or
more?

If so, will he advise if it would be
possible to utillse Collle coal in
similar ecircumstances?

Have ahy inquirlies been initiated
by the Fuel and Power Commission
regarding the possibilily of con-
verting Collie coal Into gas?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Yes. The gas producing plant
referred to by the Member is of a
producer-gas type and 1s cne of a
number of such designs being
offered now by manufaciurers
throughout the world.

(2)

(3}
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(2) It would be possible to use Collie Sir CHARLES COURT reptied:

coal in a plant of this type but the
economics are nat necessarily as
stralghtforward as implied in the
Member's question.

(3) A committee of private industry

and Government representatives
has been sct up by the Advisory
Council at the request of the Fuel
and Power Commission.
A detailed examination is being
made of the technigues available
and costs involved in the produc-
tion of gas or liquid hydro-car-
bons from Collie coal,

GINGIN-DONGARA ROAD

Sealing

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Trans-

port:
What is the present timetable for
completion of the blacktop road
between Gingin and Dongara?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Priming is programmed for com-
pletion by the end of November,
1974 with the exception of the
approaches to a bridge over the
Eneabba Creek, which should be
completed in March 1975.

HEALTH LABORATORIES
Rationalisation of Services

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Health:

(1) What action has been taken to
rationalise laboratory services in
this State following considera-
tion of the Hackett report?

(2> If no action has heen taken, what
is proposed?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) A combined State Health and
Hospital clinical chemisiry service
has been established at the Perth
Medical Centre under the scien-
tific direetion of Professor Curnow.
Similar arrangements are in hand
for the haematology services.

(2) Answered by (1).

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
Government Assistance

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Will he state each and every
step—
(a) he;
(b his Government,
has taken directly for the purpose
of giving assistance or advantage
to private enterprise?

It would take more time than Mr
Speaker would permit for me to
answer the Member's question
about “‘each and every step”’—even
though it might be interesting to
remind the Member and his col-
leagues of the results achieved in
the State and national interests
over a period of years, through a
basic Liberal/Country Partiy policy
of encouraging private enterprise.

The Government’s policy—as
stated in policy speeches and on
nwnerous other occasions, and as
is fundamental to the policies of
the Gavernment, Parties—is to give
encouragement to private enter-
prise in all its forms.

Far example, the pollicy of the
Department of Industrial Develop-
ment is to assist private enter-
prise. The Minister for Industrial
Development and his department
do this day after day, and to
descrive every step would be im-
possible within reason.

For the Member's Information, the
following are examples of the way
in which private enterprise has
been assisted by the Government
during its soort term in office—

(1) 2258 firms were contacted in
writing about shortages. As a
result, 105 firms have been
assisted divectly.

{2) 11 firms were assisted to par-
ticipate in the recent national
boat show in Melbourne,

(2) Assistance was provided to 8
participants in the WA pro-
ducts and services display in
the Darwin Show,

(4} 21 local firms were introduced
to the recent Libyan ftrade
delegation in WA as a resuit
aof which a Libyan tarm pro-
ject is currently receiving as-
sistance from local firms and
various Government depart-
ments.

(5 3 additional decentralised
firms have received a rait
freight concession and a fur-
ther firm is in receipt of an
interest subsidy,

(6) Agreements for sale of land
at Kewdale and other indus-
trial areas have been con-
cluded with 18 firms.

(7) A mnew publication calied
“Enterprise” has been laun-
ched which will assist industry
by describing its achievements
and potential to a wide audi-
ence. In addition, 34 firms
have received coverage in the
weekly enterprise half page in
the Daily News.
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(8) Extensive media promotion
was carried out for West-
ern Australia week. Fashlon
parades featuring Western
Australian fashions were held
at five large shopping centres.

(9 In the month of July alene,
15 local manufacturers and
8 major retail outlets were
visited by the local products
officer of the Department of
Industrial Development to
advise on the use of the WA
symbol and outline the main
points of the department's
local products campalgn.

(10 In addition the demand for
loca]l products used by both
Government and private or-
ganisations has been intensi-
fied through the efforts of the
Cabinet subcommitiee on
local products.

(11) Surveys of local industry, in-
cluding the clothing industry,
boat industry and paper pro-
ducts industry, have been
carried out to ascertain the
requirements of industry and
to assist in resolving any
preblems that are being ex-
perienced,

(12) Market projections and re-
location studies have been
undertaken for a substantial
manufacturing industry in
Western Australia.

(13) A numbper of firms received
assistance financlally by guar-
anteelng loans and applying
various concessions.

1 think I should stop at that point.
We will have Instalment two tomorrow
if Opposition members would like if.

OFFICIAL PROSECUTIONS
(DEFENDANTS' COSTS) ACT

Claims

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

(1) How many claims for costs have
been made under the provisions
of the Official Prosecutions (De-
fendants’ Costs) Act, 1973?

(2) Of the claims made, how many
have been—
(a) wholly denied;
(b} partly denied,
by reason of the provisions of
subsection 6 (a) of the sald Act?

(3) What is the fotal sum thus iar
paid out by way of costs under
the said Act?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2> The procedure reguired

by the Act is that when a de-
fendant is successful by reason of
the decislon of the Summary
Court, the Summary Court shall
make an arder as to the amount
of the costs.

It would not be possible to deter-
mine the number of persons who
are eligible to claim under the
Act without studying all the court
records since the proclamation of
the Act. This would involve search-
ing a2 records of all the courts
coming within the scope of the
Act, that is, 121 Courts of Petty
Sessicns, 116 Children’s Courts and
appeals to the Supreme Court as
approved under the Act,

The only advice received by the
CLD in respect to claims is in the
form of a certificote under the
Act fovwarded by the court for
2 succrssful defendant to he re-
imbursed costs.

To date 87 such certificates have
been received and paid.

(3) $5948.56.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Secondhand Car Parls: Complaints

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Consumer Affairs:

How many complaints have the
Consumer Protection Bureau re-
ceived relating to the use of sec-
ondhand parts in smash repairs?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The bureau does not keep separate
statistics on complaints relating to
secondhand parts concerning
smash repairs, However, such com-
plaints are absolutely minimal;
probably only one or two.
The Commissioner has had the
question brought to his attention
by a number of organisations and
at present is discussing it with the
insurance industry.

HEALTH
Fruit Drinks: Juice Content

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

Under what Jegislation or regula-
tion is the quantity of genuine
fruit juice in so0 called “fmit
drinks” determined?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Food and Drug sub-regulation
P.14.007. &
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CORAL

Picking
Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Fisheries and Fauna;
(1) To what extent is coral picking
a practice on the Western Aus-
tralian coast?
Is legislative action to control this
practice contemplated?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1) There has been only one reported
instance of taking coral for sale
on the Western Australian coast in
recent years. Before coral can be
taken for sale, a license must be
obtained from the Department of
Fisheries and Fauna, It may be
assumed that increased tourism in
recent years has led to an
increase in coral picking for non-
comnmercial reasons.

(2) Yes,

2

EDUCATION

Isolated Children: Use of Sound Tapes

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

i‘fpresentmg the Minister for Educa-

on:

(1) Are special sound tapes used by
the Education Department to as-
sist isolated children who are be-
ing taught at home?

(2) How much is being provided by
the Australian Government per
student through its assistance for
isolated children scheme?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No. A pilot experiment is in opera-
tion at the Meekatharra school of
the air in grades 6 and 7 social
studies. This programme has in-
volved the making of suitable
tapes and strip films and the pro-
vision of re-play equipment for
each child. The extension of the
experiment will depend on the
school’s capaclty to produce the
aids and the provision of the
necessary equipment.

{2) Three allowances are available:

(1) Boarding allowances which
may be $350 per annum basic
and extend up to $1 004 per
annum according to family
circumstances.

(ii} Correspondence allowances of
$200 per annum with a fur-
ther reimbursement of ap-
proved expenditure of up to
$150 per annum.

tiii) Second home assistance of
$350 for one child, $700 for
two children and $1050 for
three or more children in the
family that maintains a
second home in order tc send
the children to school.

29.

30.

MUSEUMS AND NATIONAL
COLLECTIONS

Governmeni Co-gperation

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Cultural
Affalrs:

(1) Has the Government been asked
to co-operate in the work of the
national committee established to
inquire into museums and nat-
ional collections?

(2) 1f “Yes"” what form will such co-
operation take?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1) No, As far as I can ascertain,
there has been no correspondence
between the Premier and the
Prime Minister, or with the
Special Minister of State under
whose responsibility the inquiry is
being held,

(2) In response to a public advertise-
ment issued by the committee the
trustees of the Western Australlan
Museum are—

(1) preparing a submission;

(ii) expecting that a visit will be
made to Western Australia
by the committee as part of
its inquiry;
offering the facilities of the
Western Australian Museum
as the only museum in Aus-
tralia with extensive maritime
archaeological experience;

a National study conference

{0 be held on maritime archa-

eology to enable the commlit-

tee to be fully informed on
this matter which is among
its specific terms of reference.

(i)

v

SHORT-NECKED TORTOISE
Effect of Clay Ezxcavations

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and Environment:

(1) Has he received a report into
the effects of clay excavations
upen the habitat of the short-
necked tortoise at Ellen Brook?

(2) If “Yes” what were the recom-
mendations contained in the re-
port, and what action is being

undertaken?
(3) If “No” when is the report
expected and when will fits

recommendatlons he made public?

STEPHENS replied:
Na.
Answered by (1).

1 expect a report from my depart-
ment within the next three weeks.
I cannot undertake to make such
a report public until I have seen
its contents as I expect it could
contain trade confidences,

Mr
(1)
$:9)
(3)
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HEALTH
Halogenated Hydroryguinolines:
Use in Medicines
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
Are medicines containing hasalo-
genated hydroxyquinolines avail-
able for sale in Western Australia
without being prescribed by =8
medical practitioner?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Yes, for external use.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Fuel Consumption Economies

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Transport:
Is there any intention by the
standards association or any other
appropriate body to indicate on
a metal plate in vehicles the re-
lative fuel consumption econ-
omies of various motor vehicles
so that consumers will be pro-
tected and fuel will be saved?

Mr Q’CONNOR replied:
No.

BUSSELL HIGHWAY-
NEWTON ROAD JUNCTION

Roadworks

Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Transport:

Would he advise the cost and
projected completion date of
roadworks in progress at Bussell
Highway-Newtown Rgad junction?
O'CONNOR replied:

Total cost of the project is esti-
mated at $250 000. Weather per-
mitting, works at present in pro-
gress will be completed by the
end of August. The balance of
the work will be undertaken later
in the year when drier conditions
prevail,

ST JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL,
SUBIACO

Teaching Institution

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

{1) Has a firm decision been made
to use St. John of God, Sublaco,
as a teaching hospital?

(2) If so—

(a) when will it be first used for
this purpose;

(b)Y how many students will be
accommodated;

(¢} how many teaching beds will
be provided;

(d) what additional clerical staff
will need to he appointed?

35.
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(3) What is the cost to the Govern-
ment by way of—

(a) capital costs;

(b) subsidy per bed;

(c) other?

Will the Government have any
say In the management of the
hospital and, if so, in what way?
Does the proposal have the en-
dorsement of THAC?

RIDGE replied:

The Governmeng has decided that
St John of God Hospital, Subiaco,
should be used for teaching.
(a) to (d) It is anticipated that
teaching will be inftroduced at
the hospital in 1975. The details
of the arrangements to be made
have not been finanlised.

(a) t0 (¢) The likely costs to the
Government are being investi-
gated.

The relationship hetween the hos-
pital and the Government has
not yet heen determined.

(5) Yes.

(1)

(5)

18}

2)

(3)

4)

EDUCATION
Facilities. Community Use

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1> Who are the members of the
committee established by the
former Minister in 1972 to in-
vestigate the community use of
existing educational facilities and
to make recommendations for
future design to incorporate in-
glrei'a’sed community use of facili-
CLY:

On what occasions has the com-
mittee met?

Have anhy recommendations been
made to the Minister by the com-

2)
(&)

mittee?

(4) If “Yes” to (3), will he tahle the
recommendations?

(3) What actlon, if any, has been
taken on these matters by the
Education Department or by the
architectural division of the Pub-
lic Works Department?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The members of the committee
were—

Messrs.:

H. W. Dettman—Chairman

J. H. Barton (Education De-
partment)

Dr D. Mossenson (Education De-
partment)

Messts.:

F. Bell (Community Welfare
Department)
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W. English {(National Fitness
Council)
M. Williams (Public Works De-
partment)
L. McCarrey (Treasury Depart-
ment)
Dr M. Keys (Youth Couneil)

(2) The committee met on 16th Aug-
ust, 1972.

(3) A report without containing
recommendations was submitted
to the Minister for Education on
4th December, 1972.

(4) Answered by (3).

(5) The building of school halls and
the provision of sporting facili-
ties in high schools in recent

in the Parllament last night,

which reads as follows—
Mr Bryce said he asked Mr
Grayden on August 1 whether
he or his department had re-
ceived representations from any
building company asking for
the conditions relating to the
briefing of immigrants to be
dropped.
Mr Grayden had replied “No.”
Mr Bryce said that he had
later received in the post a
letter which proved beyond
doubt that Mr Grayden had re-
ceived a request?

Is that statement substantially
correct?

I thank the honourable member
for Vasse for some prior notice
of this question. The answer 1s as
follows—

The assertion attributed to the

member for Ascot is completely
false. There have been no rep-

years have been planned with Mr GRAYDEN replied:
community as well as school use
in mind.
36. WANNEROO ROAD
Ungrading
Mr NANOVICH, to the Minister for
Transport:

{1) When will the upgrading of Wan-
neroo Road as a dual carriage-
way be completed to the point of
Royal Street?

(2) Will there be any prolonged de-
lay because of insufficient funds 2.
being available or will there be

resentations by Landall or any
other building company to drop
the practice of interviewing
migrants at the Department of
Immigration.

ERMOLENKO, MR GEORGI

sufficient funds to continue the Palitical Asylum, and Involvement of

construction to this point?

(3) As the initial format was to con- Mr

Viadmir Alexandrov
P. V. JONES, to the Minister rep-

struct Wanneroo Road as a dual resenting the Minister for Justice:

carriageway to the point of Green
Street, approximately one mile
south of Royal Street, will funds
be available so that works will
continue without further delay?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) This work is being carried out
by the Stirling City Council and
it is understood that it should be
completed by the end of 1974.

(2) Tt is anticipated that funds will
be available for the completion
to Royal Street, subject of course
to Commonwealth funds being
provided in legislation currently
before the Federal Parliament.

(3) Plans for this section have not
yet been agreed upon and no
agreement has been reached on
funding.

QUESTIONS (8): WITHOUT NOTICE

1 IMMIGRATION

Building Company Nomination Scheme
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for La-
bour and Industry:

Has he seen a report in this

As the man known as Vladmir
Alexandrov, an alleged member of
the KGB, did not obey the writ
of haheas-corpus served on the
13th August, 1974, and as an
application to Mr Justice Wick-
ham in Public Chambers today
for an order that a bench war-
rant issue for the arrest of
Alexandrov for contempt of court
was made—

(1) Will the Minister assure the
House that every step will be
taken to ensure that Alex-
androv and the boy known as
Georgi Ermolenko remain
within the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court so that any
order made can he put into
effect and not frustrated?

(2) If the allegation that Alexan-
drov is a member of the KGB
is shown to be true, will the
Minister assure the House
that representation will be
made to the Federal Govern-
ment that this man be de-
clared persona non grata?

morning’s edition of The Waest The SPEAKER: Has the Minister had

Australian, following the debate

prior notice of this question?
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O'NEIL replied:

The Minister for Justice has
asked me to thank the honour-
able member for having given
him notice of the question. I no-
tice that there are some slight
alterations on the typed question
which were made in the Minis-
ter’s office but which do not affect
the answer to any extent. The an-
swer is as follows —

(1) Mr Alexandrov may be a dip-

lomatic agent and, as such,
entitled to immunity from
the jurisdiction of the courts
pursuant to Article 31 of the
Vienna Convention on Dip-
lomatic Relatlons, which is
now given the force of law in
Australia by the Diplomatic
Privileges and Imrmunities
Act, 1967, of the Common-
wealth (5.7(1)). Further con-
sideration will be given when
the determination of the
court is known.
As far as Ermolenko is con-
cerned the State will take all
action gvailable to it to en-
sure that any orders made out
of the Supreme Court will be
complied with.

(2) Yes.

DEPARTMENT OF
IMMIGRATION

Migsing Files

Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for Im-
migration—

(O}

2)

3)

4)

(8)

Is the Minister proceeding with
his intention to have an investiga-
tion made inte the disappearance
of confidential files from his de-
partment.?

If so. will he specifically have in-
vestizated a statement by the
member for Ascot, that he received
in the post a copy of a letier from
departmental files?

1f so, will he cause the investiga-
tion to extend further into the
possibility that a member or
members may have unauthorised
files or photostated information
from such files in their possession?

Depending on the outcome of the
investigation, will the Mipister
give consideration to a subseguent
parliamentary inguiry on the
grounds that the suspicion of what
could amount to political espion-
age by a member or members of
this House ‘s seriously damaging
to the reputation cf all its mem-
bers?

Will the Minister raise in Cabinet
the general qu-stion of the sceurity
of Governrr rti files and the priv-

Mr

acy of documents relating to mi-
grants and other private indi-
viduals from the prying eyes of
what have become known in these
Watergate days as political “plum-
bers” conspiring to develop lines
of leakage and turn them into
pipelines of illicit information?

B. T. Burke: It does not even
sound like you!

Mr Jamieson: W, W. Mitchell!
Dr DADOUR: I continue with part (6)

of the question—

(6) Does the Minister agree that
every step should be taken to
ensure that the reputation of
this House should be protected
from all taint of such sinister
implications as the claim by
the member for Ascot that he
has been in receipt of corres-
pondence, or copies of corres-
pondence, directed personally
to the Minister for Immigra-
tion?

Mr T. H. Jones: It does not even sound

a bit like you!

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

I thank the member for Subiaco
for prior nctice of the question.
The answer is as follows—
(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.

(4) Yes.

(5) Yes.

(6) Yes. I am deeply disturbed
by the member for Ascot's
claim to have received a let-
ter or a copy of a letter which
was addressed to me. I con-
sider that his manner of re-
ferring to this letter implies
that it is normal for members
of the House to have illicit
access to ministerial corres-
pondenece, and I strongly deny
that such activity is either
normal or aceeptable or cre-
ditable to any member so in-
volved.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You may find some

of these missing files in the Pre-
miet’s office.

TRANSPORT WORKERS' UNION

Mr R, Cowles: Warrant of Arrest

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Police:

Following Press reports that a
warrant was issued on the Sec-
retary of the Transport Workers’
Union (Mr R. Cowles) for non-
payment of debts, will he advise-—
(a) if the warrant was proceeded
with, and
(b) if not, why not?
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Mr CO'CONNOR replied:

I thank the member for notice of
this question, the apswer to which
1s as follows—

(a) A warrant was granted and
withdrawn by the magistrate
two days later for procedural
Teasons,

{h) Fresh judgment summonses
are to be returned on the 5th
September.

HILLMAN SCHOOL
Completion

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:
In the light of the former Gov-
ermment's declslon to erect Hill-
man Primary School and have it
completed ready for the beginning
of the 1975 school year, will he
glve an undertaking to have this
school constructed and ready for
occupation at the beginning of
the first term in 1975?

The SPEAKER: May I ask the hon-
ourgble member whether he has
glven any notlce of this gques-
tion?

BARNETT: I have, Mr Speaker.

Mr

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I cannot answer this question,
because the honoursble member
gave his notice yesterday; how-
ever he did not ask hls question.
I do not think he rose and there-
fore you, Mr Speaker, did not
call him. Bubsequently I returned
the answer to the Minister for
Education, I therefore ask the
honourable member to put his
question on the notlee paper.

6. DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION

Missing Letter

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Immigration:
I apologlse for not having glven
hl.gl notice of this guestion, but I
as g
During last night's debate, does
the Minister remember refer-
ring to a letter which he sald
was missing from his office?
Does he also remember refer-
ring to the fact that he spent
some time looking for that
letter? <Could the Minister
please inform the House that
he knew the letter was mlssing,
seeing that he had recejved 1t?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
In reply to the member for Balgs,

may I ask him to put the question
on the notice paper?

Mr T. H. Jones: Fair go!

Mr O’Neil: We had all this last night
untll after midnight.

Mr May: Your people started it.

Mr O'Nell: Who moved the amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply
motion?

Mr May: You started it today.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Ascot.

7. DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION

Missing Files

Mr BRYCE, to the Minlster for Immi-

gration:

I wish to ask a two-part guestion

of the Minister for Immigration.

I cannot glve him the same notice

as the member for Sublaco and

some other member gave him,

The SPEAKER: Let me interrupt.
Just to clear up members’ thoughts
on this matter, when I ask some
members whether or not they have
glven notice of thelr questlons,
this in the main applies to ques-
tions asked of Ministers who are
representing Ministers In another
place.

I see no real problems in regard

to asking questions without notice

of Ministers In this Chamber In
relation to thelr own portfollos if
they are prepared to answer them.

The member for Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: I would like to ask the
Minister for Immigration a two-
part question as follows—

(1) Are there any departmental
files missing and, f so, how
many?

(2) In view of the way in which
he has changed his mind so
many times In the last few
hours In this Parllament, will
he Indicate now whether he 1s
prepared to table the files he
refused to table in this House?

Mr O'Connor: You would be a great
one to ask that!

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) In reply to the mem-
ber for Ascot, may I remind
him that in a letter to me he
made the allegation about
missing files.

Mr Bryce: How many are missing?
Can the Minister be stralght?

Mr GRAYDEN: The member cught to
know.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: OCrder! The mem-
ber for Ascot has asked a ques-
tlon. I would ask other members
to stop asking questions while the
Mipister s answering the original
questlon,
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Mr GRAYDEN: What was the second

question?

Mr O’Nell: How many files are missing,
and will you table them?

GRAYDEN: We are having an
ingulry into the matter and I re-
mind the House it was the mem-
ber for Ascot who made the
allegation. I have wrltten to him
twice asking for details which will
assilst us in the inquiry and he
aas declined to give the informa-
on,

Bryce: You sald last night you
would kick off with an inquiry;
this was three months ago.

The SPEAKER: Order! Are there
any notices of motion?

Mr

8. EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FILE
Production by Former Member for Moore

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Police:

I wish to ask the Minister for
Police a question without notice,

The SPEAKER: I called for notices
of motion. The member for Vie-
toria Park was slow in rising to
his feet. While the member for
Ascot was being highly disorderly
and lgnoring my call for corder, I
called for mnotices of motion. I
just point cut that if the member
for Ascot and pther members con-
tinue in the way they are doing
this will lead to a disorderly state
of affairs which should not be
countenanced by the House itself.
Actually, when the Speaker calls
for order and there is obviously
disorder, other members of the
Chamber have a responsibility
themselves, together with the
Speaker, in calling a member to
order, without belng disorderly in
turn. I will have cne more ques-
tion without notice. The member
for Victoria Park.

Mr DAVIES: This is a question with-
out any notice to the Minister for
Police. I wish to ask him—

If he is instituting an inquiry
through the Police Department,
which has been forecast by the
Minister for Immigration, wiil
he also have an investigation
made as to how the Hon. Edgar
Lewis, a former Minister for
Education, was able to produce
departmental flles in this House
in 1972 during a debate on an
Education Act Amendment Bill,
and ascertain if they had come
te that member through normal
channels?
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Mr O’'CONNOR replied:
As I am unaware of the detalils
the honourable member has just
given me, If he would like to give
me the facts I will have a look at
the matter.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr Moiler, leave of ab-
sence for six weeks granted to Mr Harman
(Maylands) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

BILLS (2}: INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Fuel, Energy and Power Resources
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Mensaros (Minister for Fuel and
Energy), and read a first time.

2. Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Rushton (Minister for Urban De-
velopment and Town Planning),
and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 13th August,
on the following motlon by Mrs Cralg—
That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Execllency’s Speech be agreed
to—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Pardament of the State of
Western Australia in Parllament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Graclous Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased

to address to Parllament,

MR DAVIES (Victorla Park) {15.27
p.m.1: I appreclate the opportunity to
take part in this debate. I will take a leaf
out of the book of the new members—I will
be noncontroversial and not give the Dep-
uty Premler any cause for worry.

Mr McPharlin: I have my notebook
handy.

Mr DAVIES. Firstly, like other members
who have spoken, I would lke to extend
to you, Slr, my congratulations on your
appointment as Speaker of this House. I
have sat in the House under the chair-
manship of a varlety of Speakers, and I
am guite certain that the guldance we get
from your hands will be equal to any, If
not better than some, I have enjoyed in
the past 13 vears or so I have been In
this House. Already you have indicated
that you Intend to be impartlal. Actually
I should not have said that because !t
could be regarded as a reflectlon on the
Chalr and a breach of Standing Orders.
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I also congratulate those members who
have newly entered the House. We have
s0 many new members this session it is
hard to keep up with all of them. I hope
they will not be disillusioned too soon,
because ai times the situation in Parlia-
ment becomes frustrating, and I some-
times wonder whether we are making any
progress; but although the demccracy
under which we operate has many faults,
it is the best system we have found so far.

I note the varicous changes that have
come to this Parliament since we last
met. Of course, the tnost notable has been
the continued decline of the National
Alliance, the National Party, or the Coun-
try Party, or such as it was when we Inst
met here. At the wedding of that party
and the DL.P. last year 1T remember con-
gratulations were flying around to the bride
and proom—we were not quite sure whe
was the bride and who was the groom—
and it was considered to be a very fine
matrriate by come people at least. There
were those who said it would not last and
they werz the ones who were proved to
bhe right.

It is probably a matter of no small pride
to some people that the alllance, or what-
ever it was, lasted such a short time. It 1s
plain to see that both parties thought they
would probably gain some advantage.
Probably the Country Party thought it
could get some city organtsation, and the
DLP thought it could get the weight of the
Country Party behind it in the country.
But of course what we did see was that
the public are not easily hoodwinked and
as a result of the election i was found
that the two parties were not compatible.
It seems that here we have Senaior
Murphy’s main ground for divorge being
put Into operatlon. We find an hirecover-
able breakup of a marriage because it does
not seem that the two parties will come
together again.

I do not know what will happen to the
Country Party, because it seems that it
is not welcome—at least by the Liberal
Party—in the other States.

Mr Nanovich: I thought you were not
golng to be controversial?

Mr DAVIES: I am not being controvers-
1al; I am merely stating facts.

Mr Stephens: The facts are from the
wrong source, because they are wrong.

Mr DAVIES: The positlon is that I do
not think we ecould ever welcolme mem-
bers of the Country Party into the Labor
Party, and indeed, the Labor Party will
continue to allocate Its preferences else-
where, with the result we will see the
demise of the Country Party, and the
sooner we return to the two-party system
the better it will be.

I think the main result of the last elec-
tion was that the electorates more or less
crystallised the two-party system once
again.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In supporting the motien I find there is
not a great deal to comment on because,
althcugh it was a very worthy Speech, it
did not tell us much. It said the usual
things which had to ke said but, of
course, it is not what is in the Governor's
Speech at any one time which is of con-
cern to us; it Is what is left out of it
which is really of the utmost concern,

Mr May: And that was plenty.

Mr DAVIES: As the member for Clon-
tarf said, from what we hear, plenty was
left out.

I noticed Lhe speech contained many
words like “considering™, “studying”, and
“examining”. This indicates of ccurse that
it could be some considerable time, if at
all, before legislation in regard to many
of the aspects mentioned is brought be-
fore Parliament.

I theught that two matters in particular
would have heen included. One is in rela-
tion to the need to alter the Town Plan-
ning and Development Aect, not zlong the
lines already indicated in the Press, bhut
along oiher lines; but I will refer to that
again later., The other legislation I
thought would have been mentioned is in
regard to the reconstitution of the Cancer
Council. That should have becn reconsti-
tuted about two years ago. When I was
Minister for Health we did not procesed
with i hecause we thought it was the
wrong time to reconstitute the council
when & general appeal was keing held.
However, I helieve that if the council is
to do the job it is supposed to do it must
be reconstltuted into two sections; and I
hope the Government will proceed in that
direction before too long.

Another amendment I thought might
have been forecast was an amendment to
the Health Act. Last year or the year be-
fore we amended that Act to provide for
the use of dental therapists, However, un-
fortunately we used a word which should
not have been included and it was not
picked up by anyone at the time. Because
of this we find that dental therapists are
precluded from being used at the Perth
Dental Hospital.

The dental therapists have already
shown their great value in the work they
do for private dentists and I believe they
could he used most advantageously in the
Perth Dental Hospital. Therefore I hope
the Government will introduce some
amending legislation so that these very
useful people can be utilised in the dental
scheme at the Perth Dental Hospital.

Mr O'Neil: I am not being controversial,
but did you have every piece of proposed
legislation mentioned In the Covernor’s
Speech?

Mr DAVIES: No; but, as I have said,
these are some of the amendments which
I thought would have been readily avail-
able because they were on the slips, so
to speak, and therefore would have re-
ceived a mentjon,
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Mr O'Neil: Naturally every Minister
thinks his own legislation is more im-
portant than anyone else's.

Mr DAVIES: Ministers opposite have
that trouble, too?

Mr O’'Neil: Yes.

Mr DAVIES: I wish to say a few words
ahout some remarks made from time to
time in the House. I am careful to en-
sure that the remarks have been made to
this debate and not to an amendment,
but, like other members, I want to men-
tion something about the very sad episode
which occurred in Forrest Place on the
25th March. Everyone will have his own
views about that meeting and I am quite
certain np-one's views will be changed by
anything I will say.

However, I was very sad indeed to see
the way in which the Government tried
to white-wash the farmers and pretend
they were not there. When people arrive
with printed placards; when we see faces
we know amongst the crowd; when it has
heen announced in the news media the
day before that the farmers will be there;
when people ring us up and tell us they
are coming to town; when other people
ring up and tell us what they know is go-
ing on in regard to the farmers; when we
recoghise people in the town; when cne's
barber tells one a few weeks later that
he had the place full of farmers on the
Monday morning and the Saturday morn-
ing and they told him what they intended
to do in Forrest Place—to pretend that
the farmers need not take any of the
hlame is, of course, begging the question,

Mr McPhariin: No-one said the farmers
were not there,

Mr DAVIES: No, but the Government
has tried to white-wash the farmers and
say that they stood there with their hands
in their pockeis doing nothing whatever.
Of course, this is just not so.

I think that was the saddest day vet
for political meetings in Australia and the
farmers have a lot to answer for. If a
similar situation occurs again—and I hope
it will not—irrespective of who foments
the disruption, we can always remember
that it started in Forrest Place on the
25th March when farmers did not know
how to behave themselves.

Mr MecPharlin: 1t was not only the far-
mers. Don't forget that!

Mr DAVIES: I have not said it was.

Mr Stephens: How orderly were the 6 000
at Subiaco? They were quite orderly.

Mr DAVIES: There were others in the
crowd. Just like the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the Prime Minister always attracts
a large erowd. ‘The situation on this occa-
slon in that respect was no different from
the situation on other occasions. Indeed,
1 know of many people who went there
just to hear the Prime Minister speak be-
cause they had not heard him before or
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seen him in person. They had been looking
forward to the experience, but they were
quite disgusted with the way the crowd
carried on.

It is quite true that not only farmers
were present, There was one girl with
viplet-coloured sunglasses and a violet
scarf. Printed across her chest were the
words “I am a Liberal Lover”. She was
being lifted up and thrown into the air
by several young chaps; and she was
enjoying the mauling she was getting just
as much as the men concerned were enjoy-
ing mauwling her. Ii she were a farmer,
she was the loveliest milkmaid I have ever
seen, and I would have liked to maul her,
too.

Mr O’Neil: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition thought it was disgusting.

Mr Jamieson: I did not say it was dis-
ousting. I said that she was advertising
her wares.

Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that I
do not think it was very ladylike. However,
there were others in the crowd whom I
recognised. There were several supporters
of our own party, bhut they were not con-
tinually shouting, “Cut, out, out! Down,
dewn, down! Get, get, get!” Our sup-
porters were not chanting that type of
thing.

Mr Stephens: Perhaps they were trying
to get him to go to Subiaco,

Mr DAVIES: I could see the mood of
the crowd. I just had to smile. I could
not grow! at them because I could not
take on the 10 000 who were there. I told
them the story of having lent a farmer
some money for a parking meter. I told the
story good-naturedly, but the crowd was
completely out of humour. That story has
been embellished since. Actuaslly I was
going to correct it, but I do not think I
will now because the member for Vasse
embellished it quite extensively when he
told it in the House the other night. On
my part it was a good-natured gesture. The
fellows waved to me when I went back
to the office, and I waved back to them,
and they thought it was a great joke. That
is all I said about the farmers.

I then tried to deal with some of the
supporters of the Liberal Party. Indeed, I
thought I was dealing with someone who
is generally known in Liberal Party head-
quarters as the Godfather. I made a pho-
tostat copy of a letter signed by a fellow
named New. It was on Midland Brick
Company notepaper, and, roughly, it stated,
"“You have to give us money. It does not
matter whether we approached you before.”
This is roughly the tenor of the letter. I
will not quote it verbatim because you,
Sir, might want to see my whole flle and
that could lead us to trouble,

8ir Charles Court: I will quote from the
letter sent out by the chalirman of the
ALP fund raising committee, if you want
me to.
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Mr DAVIES: The Premier missed the
fun we had last night about files, although
he may have heard about it.

I will not bring the letter and quote it,
hut, once again, }f anyone cares to come
to my office he 1s welcome to have a look
at the letter. The fact remains New sald
that it did not matter whether these people
had been approached before, they were to
slip in ancther couple of hundred dollars.
He said, “We have to beat Don May. We
have a candldate—a right wing candldate,
and he is the chap we want in Parllament.”

This was the tenor of my speech there.
Members opposite apparently like right
wing candidates. The more right they are
the better they will like 1t. That Is all I
tried to say to the crowd. Some In the
back of the crowd sald they could hear
me. I think the Deputy Leader of the
Oppostition referred to them as the Coorow
cholr around the truck. The people there
could not hear a word, but the fact remains
that this was the nature of the meeting.
The farmers started the trouble and
fomented 1t. They enjoyed it and accom-
plished what they wanted to accomplish,
but it was the blackest political day In
Australia as far as meetings go, and the
farmers can take the blame from this day
onwards.

The pollce made a report. I saw the
flle after much difficulty. The report was
not on the file before; it has just been put
on today. I will not comment on that
report because of the conditions under
which papers are shown to us, but what I
want to ask is: What kind of an inquiry
was It when the people making it did not
go at least to some of the people on the
platform? The member for Welshpool was
there as were the Hon. Grace Vaughan and
the member for Clontarf.

Mr Grayden: I think it was most
orderly except for a handful arocund the
platform,

Mr Jamleson:
say that.

Mr Grayden: I was not.
The SPEAKER: Order!

You were drunk If you

Point of Order

Mr GRAYDEN: There was an inter-
jection which was offensive to me and I
ask that it be withdrawn.

The SPEAKER: I do not think the re-
mark is offensive. The member for Welsh-
pool said that if you felt that you would
have been drunk.

Mr GRAYDEN: He sald, “You must
have heen drunk at the time.”

Mr J. T. Tonkin: We will accept the
statement that you were not drunk.

Mr JAMIESON: I meant no offence, I
am quite happy to withdraw it if it makes
the Minister happy. We will keep every-
one happy tonight for a while.

The SPEAKER: The member
Victorla Park.

for

LASSEMBILY.]

Debate Resumed

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Time on, I am quite certaln!

The fact remains that the police making
the Investigation did not go to anyone who
was on the platform to ask him whether
he had anything to say. Untii the news-
papers slipped into them they did not go
out and lock at the films which were
readlly avallable. The whole episode was
on film and, in answer to questions, I was
told there were 129 State policemen on
duty.

Mr O’Conner: Do you doubt that?
Mr DAVIES: Yes, I do.

Mr O’Connor: You are calllng the
Commissioner of Police a llar then?

Mr DAVIES: The breakdown was 11
commissioned officers, 31 in plain-clothes,
and 87 in uniform. It was March and the
policemen were in summer dress with the
white on their hats. Members may
examine any of the photographs available
and if they can count 87 uniformed police-
men amongst that crowd—Iif they c¢an
count 50—

Mr O'Connor: In 10000 you wouid be
battling to count any.

Mr DAVIES: They might have been on
duty at the Esplanade or directing traffic
somewhere else, but they were not on duty
in Forrest Place.

Mr O’'Connor: You should know hecsuse
you were a member ¢f the Government at
the time,

Mr. DAVIES: How should I know? The
Minister interjects and says that I should
know. I was a member of the Govern-
ment, bui I did not have the Police port-
iolio. The Government did not direct
policemen in Forrest Place.

Mr O'Connor: One of your colleagues
should have.

Mr DAVIES: We would expect that the
normal protectlon would be made avail-
able, There is one way to settle this.

Mr O'Connar: If you did not make sure
there were policemen there, you were iail-
ing in your duty.

Mr DAVIES: Give us a list of the names
of policemen on duty in Forrest Place.
The Minister refused to do this when I
asked him. If there is any argument at
all let us publish the names and find out
from the people concerned whether they
were there. Until that Is done, I say
there were not 129 policemen on duty in
Forrest Place.

Mr O’Connor: You are calling the Com-
missioner of Police and members of the
force lars?

Mr DAVIES: They can get out of it as
easily as anything—by giving us a list of
the names of policemen on duty in For-
rest Place,
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Mr O'Connor: It was your Government
at the time and you had a Minister there,
and you should know.

Mr DAVIES: I could not care less—

Mr O'Connor: If you could not care less,
why are you going on ahout it?

Mr DAVIES: The Minister said that
there were 129 on duty.

Mr O'Connor: Correct.

Mr DAVIES: I said, “Glve us a list of
the names,”” I cannot find 129 of them.
I was looking for policemen when I was
sitting on the truck. I have since looked
at the photographs to try to pick out 87
policemen with their white hats. I could
not see them. I do not accept the evidence
until a list of 129 names is published. I
do not accept that there were 129 police-
men on duty.

What does it mean? What is happen-
ing to the Police Force since this Govern-
ment came into power? An inquiry was
held. The people on the platform were
not asked what they thought. The police
did not look at the films until they were
forced to do so.

Mr O'Connor: I saw the films.

Mr DAVIES: There was no evidence in
the phetographs that these men were on
duty in Forrest Place itself. They might
have been on duty in the city, but the
Government will not publish their names.
Its credibility must therefore be suspect.
The Governhment deserves censure over the
incident at Exmouth, bui we have more
important things to do. Certain things
happened with the connivance of senior
officers of the Government, That throws
doubt on the credibility of the Police Force
since the present Government has been
in office, Thirdly, the Government is sus-
pect because of its handling of the ques-
tion of prostitution. It Is still ditherlng
abhout. All the Minister for Police can
talk about is the highway petrol—the boys
in blue. What is happening to the rest
of the community while that is golng on?

Mr O'Connor: They are getting better
protection than they did previously.

Mr DAVIES: In last night’s newspaper
we see a headline “Widow 68 bound,
gageed by thilef”, and on page 3 the head-
line “Struggle in car for rifle”. These
are two things which are happening to
ordinary citizens in the community; to
people who do not incite anybody.

Mr O’Connor: Did such things not hap-
pen when you were in Qovernment?

Mr DAVIES: Only last Easter while
the same police were chasing bikies,
running around on their reoad patrol,
and so forth, at three o'clock on
Sunday afterncon somebody stole $10 000-
worth of jewellery from Caris Bros. in Vie-
torial Park., This is the kind of law and
order we have. At least our Government
extended the Police Force and added to it.
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The present Government worrles ahbout
traffic offenders, but surely the rest of the
community is entitled to some protection,

Mr O'Connor: They are getting no less.

Mr DAVIES: The police are only chas-
ing around, I see that the Minister is now
thinking about Instituting instant fineg for
people who cross the road at an angle, or
jaywalk.

Mr O'Connor: That action was drawn
up hy your Government.

Mr DAVIES: This is really good stuif.
The Minister announces in the newspaper,
“I am going to institute on-the-spot fines
for people who step out of line.” I say this
brings the credibility of the Police Force
into question. Why does the Governmeng
not take a straight line? Why does it not
do something about prostitution instead of
trying to hedge around the inquiry that
has been asked for?

Mr O’'Connor: What did you do about
it while you were in Government?

Mr DAVIES: The Minister for Police,
should see that something is done. It is
not my responsibility.

There are a few other matters I want to
deal with. One is that I hope the Prem-
ier’s bias does not prevent the use by the
Minister for Health of a perfectly good
office suite in the new Curtin House. I
am wondering who Is running the Gov-
ernment. We handed over on the 8th April
last, and I took the new Minister for
Health (the Hon. Norman Baxter) down to
my office and showed him the facilities
which were available. I asked him which
office he would be using, He said he did not
know; he thought he would like to use the
one at the Department for Community
Welfare but the Minister for Police and
Traffic would probably want to use that, so
he was prepared to use whatever was
available. That was at 2 o'clock or 2.30
p.m, on the 8th April. The next day there
appeared in The West Australian a short
article saying—

No Liberal-National Allinnce Min-
ister for Health would have his office
in the new Trades Hall building, the
Premier, Sir Charles Court, said yes-
terday.

He was qulte right because there is no
such thing as the National Alliance now.
That statement was obviously published
before the Minister for Health had made
up his mind where he wanted to go, be-
cause at 2 o'clock the previous afternoon
he did not know where he wanted to go.

If members of the staff have to traipse
from one end of the town to the other to
see the Minister, it will be a disgusting
waste of money, particularly when it s
said the Government needs additional
accommodation, It has bought that
ghastly blue bullding in the town and is
also considering taking premiises in Elder
House or the AMP building. If the Gov-
ernment does not allow the Minister for
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Health to use the very nice office in Cur-
tin Hcuse, it deserves censure, and fits
words about saving money sound hollow.

I might also say I think the Govern-
ment could have done a much hetter deal
in renting out the medical health centres
which are being built at Mandurah and
Busselton. Earlier this session I asked
whether agreement had been reached with
the doctors who would be using them, and
I was told—

Yes in principle by medical practi-
tioners and dental practitioners.
Final agreements are expected to be
signed within the next few weeks.
Draft copies of the final agreement
which has been accepted by the Gen-
eral Council of the AMA (WA Divi-
sion) are tabled herewith.

In reply to a subsequent guestion I asked
in regard to the rental of the rooms I was
told doctors would be able to rent consult-
ing rocms for $219 a quarter, which works
out at aboug $17 a week, In addition, doc-
tors have access to the rest of the area
shaded green on the plan which was tabled,
which includes a secretary’s office, ameni-
ties, records office, relatives’ waiting room,
emergency treatment room, trolley bay,
toilets, etc. The department Is also re-
sponsible for insurance, rates, refuse dis-
posal charges, maintenance of buildings
and grounds—I should withdraw that one
—cleaning, and services such as water,
heating, cooling, and internal communica-
tions. All that for $17 a week!

One would be cn a very good wicket if
one could zet a consviting room with all
those facilities nrovided for $17 a week.
The rental is based on the consumer price
index housing group fgure for Western
Australia, which was 147.6 at$ the time of
the agrecment. It will apnly for a period
of five years, at the end of which time it
will be reviewed, not on the basis of the
increase in doctors’ fees but on the in-
crease in the consumer price index hcusing
group fisure. I think the deetors have a
bonanza there. I congratulate the AMA;
it has made a very good deal. I would
have thought the Government would
charge more than $17 a week for a con-
sulting room with all those additional
facilities. I hope, however, that Ehe centres
work; and I can imagine some doctors
will be very happy indeed with those
rates. I know I would be happy with them
if T were a professional man.

I now want to say a few words about
medical students and the increase in
numbers. I agreed with much of what was
said by the member for Subiaco earlier
this session but I was disappointed that he
seemed to give all the credit to the pre-
sent Government—particularly to the Pre-
mier—for increasing the number of doc-
tors. We had been dealing with the ques-
tion for months, and it was only because
of the action of the then Premier (Mr
Tonkin) and the approaches he made to
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the present Prime Minister that we were
able to increase the numbers almost im-
mediately by 10, followed later by an ad-
ditional 10, making 20 in all. We were
not sitting around hoping the problem
would not arise. We knew it existed and
we did something about it.

When I was the Minister for Health, 1
asked the university and the department
to make recommendations. These people
are rather difficult to deal with, I agree
with the member for Subiaco that amongst
the medical profession there are a number
of empire builders. The fact remains that
we made a considerable amount of pro-
gress. The Acting Dean of the Medical
Faculty (Professor MecCally produced a
report dated the 27th March, three days
before the election, saying goed use could
be made of the St. John of God Hospital.
I had been iollowing the matier up but
a considerable number of problems existed
in rezard to using it as a teaching hospital.

We would not have been deterred be-
cause we wanted to ensure, firstly, that the
present teaching resources were being used
to the absolute maximum. and. secondly,
that 3t. fohn's want2d to become part of
the scheme: and if so we had to see what
kind of deal could be worked out. Certain
suggrstions had been made. As I said, the
renort of the Acting Dean of the Medical
Faculty was dated the 27th March, and
subsequent to that a me2ting was arranged
at the St. John of God Hospital. I under-
stand it was srranged at the convenience
of the Minister for Health, but on the
mornin~ of the meeting advice was re-
ceived that the Minister had a Iuncheon
engarement whieh he was unable to break,
and he sent along in his place the mem-
ber for Sublace and the Premier, I was
very nleased to see that the Minister for
Heg'th was so impertant that he had to
send along two members of Parliament—
one the Premier himself—to assist in the
deliberations.

Out of the meeting came general agree-
ment that the hospital could be used for
teaching purposes. It does not mean the
haspital will he thrown open to anybody
and everybody. Some beds will be made
availabie for teaching purposes. which will
mean some cost to the Government. Apart
from that, certain administrative and legis-
lative regquirements n-zed to be attended
to. I woud have thought from the way
the member for Subiaco spoke the other
night tthat these matters had been finalised
and it was only necessary now for the
Teaching Hospitals Advisory Council to
reach a decision. The member for Subiaco
hinted that the council would reach an
adverse decisicn. I was not of that mind.
I thought the council would probabiy agree
to the arrangements, and indeed it has
since agrced to them.

I am wondering whether the council
fully considered the implications of the
available teaching resources, and whether
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it had considered the report which the
Dean of the Medical Faculty (Professor
Lennon) made while on sabbatical leave.
I do not know what is in the report but
it deals with heds and resources. I also
wonder whether the council considered the
report of the State Health Council—a very
large report which was presented to me
about a week before the election, It was
the result of almost 18 months’ study by
a special committee which dealt with the
hospital requirements in Western Austra-
lia. for the next 10 years.

Sometimes I feel that all of these matters
were not taken into consideration. The
Premier made a statement that use would
be made of St John's for teaching purposes.
I am not for or against the use of St John's,
but I am concerned with the cost to the
State which will be incurred, and the fact
that we do not know where the money is
coming from. I was told—and it was con-
firmed in a small article I saw in The Sun-
day Times last weelt—that the Government
had decided that this hospital should be
used for teaching. The Government has
decided this, and not the university. I
wonder what the unlversity would say if
the Government marched down there and
sald, “We are going to use St. John's”
because if the university satd, “You are
not” that would be the beginning and the
end of it.

In my aquestion I asked also when the St.
John of God Hospital in Sublaco would be
first used as a teaching hospital, how
many students would be accommodaied,
how many teaching beds would be pro-
vided, and what additional clinical staft
would need to be appointed. However,
the last part of my question was changed
to read, “clerical staff” instead of “clinical
staff”, probably as a result of my bad
handwriting. But what I put in writing did
not matter much because the answer dealt
with those four questions In a group. The
Minister said it is anticipated that teach-
ing will be introduced at the hospital in
1975, and the details of the arrange-
ments to be made have not been finalised.

I was a lMttle shocked to hear that
because I thought everything was under
control and the whole matter was already
sewn up. However, 1 seems that the Gov-
ernment is not even sure that the hospital
wlll be used in 1975; it merely sald, “It is
anticipated that teaching will be intro-
duced at the hospital in 1975 and the de-
tails of the arrangements to be made have
not been finalised.”

1 also asked—
(3) What is the cost to the Govern-
ment by way of—
{a) capital costs;
(b) subsidy per bed;
{c) other?
I asked what it would cost the Govern-

ment because I like to see that we recelve
value for our money; I hate to see money
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poured into something without receiving
any value for it. However, I was staggered
—had I not been sliting down I am sure
I would have fallen down—to find that the
Hkely costs to the Government are being
Investigated. We have no evidence to say
that Professor Lennon’s report has
been received and used, or that the
report of the State Health Council has
been considered. We had a state-
ment saying that the St John of
God Hospital, Subiaco, will be wused;
and we already knhew that because in the
policy speech of the Liberal Party it was
stated that private hospitals wonld be
used for teaching purposes. However, the
really staggering thing is thai we do not
know how much this will cost. The Min-
ister said, “The lkely costs to the Gov-
ernment are belng investigated.”

Mr Speaker, would you not have thought
that the first thing the Government would
do, having said there is a possibility that
8t. John’s will be used, would be to obtain
a costing of the llkely expenditure? That
pari of the Premler’s election policy speech
is exactly the same as his education pol-
icies; that Is, the Government made the
statements and now it is going to sce how
these things will be done and how much
they will cost. This is not the kind of
Government we can put up with; we want
an orderly Government; we want to know
where we are going, what will be the cost,
what value we will receive, and where the
money will come from. We also want to
know whether every other allernative has
been fully investigated.

I asked a further question. I point out
that the questions I asked were ones which
came off the fop of my head as I wrote
them down at about four minutes to five
last night, just before the closing time for
questions on notice, I did not have to
think about these guestions because to me
they were so obvious. The further ques-
tlon I asked was—

(4) Will the Governmen: have any
say In the management of the
hospltal and, {f so, in what way?

I asked that guestion because I knew that
aspect could be arranged; but I was told
that the relationship between the hospital
and the Government has not yet been de-
termined. In other words, the whole thing
is a goer, but we do not know when it witl
start, how much it will cost, or under what
conditions it will operate. What kind of
humbug is the Government handing out!
It is handing out this humbug just so it
ca?_ say it is complying with its election
policy.

Mr Q'Connor: Don't get too worked up;
you might tell us what censure motion witl
come next,

Mr DAVIES: Well, dc not go away.
Mr Q'Connor: Okay.
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Mr DAVIES: I also asked whether the
proposal had the endorsement of the
Teaching Hospitals Advisory Council, and
the answer was, “Yes.”

I have a lot in common with the mem-
ber for Subiaco in regard to the Teaching
Hospitals Advisory Council; it has bheen
the greatest disappointment of all the leg-
islation I brought forward when I was the
Minister for Health. It has not done the
job I intended it to do. I believe it has
fallen down because the members of the
council are all too c¢oncerned with their
own hospitals rather than with trying to
obtain a wider and broader picture. I am
not saying that the council did not come
up with some good recommendations or
that it was not helpful on a number of
occasions; but I would have llked it to
appoint a research officer of its own, and
I would have liked it to start investiga-
tions instead of waiting for matters to be
referred to it. I would have llked to see
it adopting a much more vigorous
approach than it has,

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
her has five minutes.

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Unless the council is revitalised and its
present charter withdrawn and rewritten,
we might as well abolish the council al-
together. We have a great deal of work to
do in respect of hospitals in this State.
Of course, we have to wait for a while to
see what the Commonwealth does.

My final point—for the benefit of the
Minister for Transport, before I get to the
matter of real import—is that I said
earlier I was sorry to see that no mention
was made in the Qovernor’s Speech about
amending the Town Planning Act so far
as the appeals system is concerned. As it
stands the appeal system is unfair to
many people. I believe it is putdated; and
I feel it needs to be revamped and taken
away from the Minister’s immediate juris-
diction,

Mr Rushton: Why didn't you do it?
You had the opportunity.

Mr DAVIES: My remarks are not in-
tended as a reflection on the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning;
but I wondered when he would wake up.
If the Minister cared to lock around his
office he would find some draft legislation
prepared for this purpose. I am telling him
what 1s in his own office, and he might
like to act upon it. Perhaps it has not
fallen out of the cupboard yet.

The fact is that in our policy speech we
sald we would reorganise the appeal sys-
temn. Briefly, the present positlon is that
appeals may be made to a court, to a
committee, or to the Minister. Most people
appeal to the Minister; that 1s, they
apply first to the Town Planning Board,
and if their application is rejected in most
cases the aopeal comes to the Minister.
Very frequently the people who advise the
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Town Planning Board alsc advise the Min-
ister, and the Minister is required to wade
through reams of files and papers before
coming to a decision. I sympathise with
any Minister who is doing his job properly
in this regard because it means long hours
of tedious work to ensure that no matter
is overlooked when dealing with an appeal.

I believe we need a system whereby an
independent persen or & panel could have
a logk at appeals as they come forward
and invite the apprellants before him or
them. The appellant, in an informal dis-
cussion should be able to put his thoughts
before an independent reviewer. I am
sorry to say that when I was the Minister
I dismissed some appeals, and later those
concerned have said to me that I had dis-
missed an appeal without taking into con-
sideration certain factors which they then
itemlsed. I fold these people that that
was new evidence which I was not aware
of at the time, and if it needed to be taken
into consideraticn, then the whole process
had to be gone through again,

At present the system is one of appeal-
ing from Caesar to Caesar, and that ls
unfair. It is not just to the appellants
or to the Minister; nor is it just to the
staff, who, In many cases, must review
their own declsions. I believe we can
quickly and easily reform the present sys-
tem to provide for a more democratic ap-
proach.

I attended a seminar on the Johnston
report on retail shopping at the university
today, and time and time again speakers
brought up the fact that they are dis-
satisfiled with the appeal system. 1 am
unhappy to say that that feeling exists
outside. The Govermment must take ur-
gent action to bring the appeal system up
to date. I am aware that the Act was
amended by the Liberal-Country Party
Government in 1990 to provide for an
appeals committee, but that has not been
really successful and a more democratic
and fairer means of appeal under which
all parties may he satisfied, and which
places less responsibility upon the Minis-
ter-—because he has insufficient time to
handle this properly—should now be intro-
duced.

Mr Rushton: Now you are endorsing our
policy; that is good.

Mr DAVIES; If I am endorsing the
policy of the Liberal Party, I am also
stating our own policy and saying that I
regret very much indeed the fact that no
mention was made in the Governor's
Speech that this matter will be dealt with.
A great number of talks in relation to
this matter were held in the Town Plan-
ning Department. Draft leglslation—

Mr Rushton: They have bheen trying to
introduce this for something like nine
vears. You were a part of this.

Mr DAVIES: —was prepared; and I

would have thought that as it Is so im-
portant to so many pecple—and as it Is
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becoming increasingly important every
day—at least legislation for a better ap-
peal system would have rated a mention
in the Governor's Speech. The Minister
for Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning 1s again trying to interject. He seems
to be trying to have a shot at me. He is
so stupid that he cannot see I am only
trying to tell him what my feelings are
on this matter., We will wait with interest
to see his legislation.

MR SODEMAN (Pilbara) [(6.12 pm.]:
Mr Speaker: I commence my first speech
in this House by congratulating those who,
like myself, are here for the first time. My
congratulations are also extended to the
member for Kalamunda on his appeoint-
ment as Chairman of Committees, and to
you, Sir, on belng unanimously elected to
the high and responsible office of Speaker.
I convey my sincere appreciation to the
staff of Parliamert House for the wvery
helpful manner in which they have as-
sisted me as a new member,

Since the 3rd June, 1966, when the first
shipment of Pilbara iron ore left Port
Hedland for Japan, a tremendous amount
of progress has been made in the region.
It 1s important that, before I start talking
about the current and future needs of the
people of the Pilbara, I mention briefly
what has taken rlace sinee the date of
that first shipment of iron ore.

The Pilbara electorate is the third larg-
est electorate in Western Australia, and it
covers an arcz of 87750 square miles, In
fact, in size it is cnly 134 square miles
smaller than the State of Victoria. It has
a population of approximately 36 000 and
produces 6 per cent of the gross national
overseas export income, and 34 per cent
of our State export income.

During the last eight years we have seen
the development of three additional major
iron ore mines, salt production by solar
evaporation of sea water at Port Hedland
and Dampier, and the construction of new
and additional port facilities. We have
also witnessed the discovery of coffshore
natural gas and oil In what seems certain
to be export quantities.

Subsequent to the industrial develop-
ment that has taken place over the past
eight wyears, has been the growth of nine
new towns. This is a Pilbara town growth
rate of slightly over one new town per
vear, which does not include Goldsworthy
as it was established and the mine was
operational prior to June, 1966.

With the resulting publicity the Pilbara
received because of the mineral hoom,
there was a marked Increase in tourlsm.
This growth has been further enhanced
hy the sealing of the North-West Coastal
Highway from Carnarvon to Roebourne.

Basic services have been upgraded and
expanded, and although there is still a
lot to be done in certain fields, an enor-
mous amount of progress has been made
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in a relatively short time. Alr-conditioned
buses travel regularly from Perth to the
Pilbara, and in place of the DC3 we now
have a daily jet service to all of the major
airports, with feeder services to other
towns.

There are an additional 10 new primary
schools, two distriet high schools, and two
new secondary high schools of a standard
equal to the best in the metropolitan area.
Hostel facilities have also been provided
at Port Hedland. Although we have a gross
shortage of doctors and a need for in-
creased medical facilities and services,
most towns are equipped with medical
facilities of some sort, and those that are
not are serviced by an extremely eflicient
Royal Flying Doctor Service, which is
based at Port Hedland. The station owners
rely heavily on this service.

In addition to that which I have already
mentioned, tremendous progress has been
made with the telephone service to the
area, with all coastal towns other than
Onslow being on subseriber trunk dialling;
and in October of last year ABC television
was introduced into the Pilbara,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr SODEMAN: There are manhy other
aspects of progress that I have not men-
tloned, but my purpose in starting my
speech in this manner was not to list
them all, but to indicate generally the
achievement factor so far.

My reason for doing this is to dispel
the feeling that some people in the Pilbara
seem to have, that they are neglected and
that nothing is being done for the area.
Having lived in the Pilbara for six years
prior to being elected to Parliament, I feel
I have a practical understanding of the
needs of the people whom I now represent,
and I know I would be doing them and
myself an injustice if I did not comment
on several important aspects of community
development.

There is a growing tendency these days
for people to complain, and to highlight
what may appear to them to be problem
areas, while making very little mention
of those things that are located on the
credit side of our community ledger. This
attitude, in itself, can prove {o be the
greatest single problem with which any
community can be beset.

The Pilbara is still a potentially vibrant
area, and it is essential that the peaople
who live there would he people who are
prepared to be positive thinkers and ob-
jective in their community involvement,
Specators have plenty of time to sit back
and criticise, whereas the players do not—
they are too busy playing the game. In
other words, if people were to hop in and
de a Httle more themselves, Instead of
waiting for it to be done by others, there
would be less room for complaint, because
there would be fewer problems, and a much
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healthier community attitnde would pre-
vail. A sense of participation and subse-
quent belonging is a must.

I feel rather privileged at having had
the opportunity to live in an area of
development such as the Pilbara, One
becomes aware that bricks and mortar
make a town, but it Is the people who are
responsible for turning that town into a
wholesome community.

The influx and growth of religlous
grouns, service clubs, and sporting and
charitable organisations is an indleatlon
that a community is developing. It i{s the
interaction of these grouns of people, and
of Individuals within the groups, that
ultimately produces a stable and happy
community atmosphere.

It is worth while noting that the sphere
of involvement just mentloned is com-
posed of individuals who receive no mone-
tary return for their efforts. It is these
sorts of people who have contributed tre-
mendously to the community development
of the Pilbara. It is their continued efforts
and enthusiasm that we, as a Government,
have a responsibility to foster.

The mining companles are to be com-
mended for the pride they are taking in
their towns. In most instances, no expense
has been spared in creating a clean and
pleasant living environment,

The recreation facilities in these towns
are assisted or supplied by the companies,
and In most instances they are of an
extremely high standard.

Unfortunately, the mining companies
still recelve more than thelr fair share
of criticism for their efforts, most of
which s unfounded when the standard
of accommodation and avallable facilitles
are taken into proper account.

The main areas of frustration for the
residents, especially those living in the
inland towns, are roads. cost of living,
minimal degree of cholce, and what 1s
sometimes teferred to as the big-brother
attitude of the companies.

As I will be dealing with the first three
points later in my speech, I would at this
juncture like to comment on the last point
mentioned.

What appears to be the big-brother
company attitude is an area of great con-
cern, not only to the residents but to the
companies alsn. Their expertise is natur-
ally heavily biased towards the practleal
side of thelr operations; that 1s, towards
the efficlent running of a mine, They are
not experts when 1t comes to looking after,
and heing responsible for, the domestic
well-belng of people.

However, company management is the
first to acknowledge its shortcomings in
this regard, and it is endeavouring to find
acceptable solutions to what has become
a very complex problem.
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It i1s promising to see that the Golds-
worthy Mining Company has embarked
on a house-purchase scheme for lts em-
ployees,

Some 20 houses have already been bull
in South Hedland, and another 10 to 25
houses are scheduled for completion under
the same scheme within the next 12
months.

This scheme could well be a major part
of the answer to this particular problem,
as it will take the onus off the company
and place the responsibility of domestlc
welfare on the individual, where it right-
fully belongs—individual responsibiiity
wiil ke restored.

Mr Speaker, having covered very broadly
the physical aspects of the Pilbara pro-
gress during the last eight vears, and some
of the features of community development,
I now move on to specific areas of need.

‘The order in which I speak on each of
these areas, Is not necessarily the order of
priority given to them by the people. The
priority of need will naturally vary from
person to person and be in accord with
their own individual circumstances.

The first item that I want to menticn is
that of Pilbara presentation, or public re-
lations in the Pilbara. It is essential that
the area and its development be accurately
described. There is a very real need for
things to be portrayed in thelr proper per-
spective,

The previous Member for Pllbara, a per-
son very well known to all but the new
members in this House, stated just recently
thaet the north-west was a hostile country:
it was a hot arid desert and people had to
realise this. He also said the future held
in store a false life for perhaps the next
30 years.

With those sorts of comments portraying
the false impression of the area that they
do, is it any wonder that companles find
it hard to attract people into the area to
work for them, despite an apparent easing
of the labour market throughout Australlan
capital cities?

Mining companies are finding skilled
workers are reluctant to take jobs In re-
mote areas. The four iron ore companies
in the Pilbara are looking for 300 to 400
men, which represents 5 to 6% per cent of
the current work force of 6000 men.

This 1s the situation, regardless of the
faet that many of the jobs in the mining
towns will pay $220 for a 60-hour week,
with fringe benefits such as heavily sub-
sidised board for single men, low rents for
comfortablie houses for married couples,
and certain taxatlon concessions.

It has been renorted that Cliffs Robe
River eased its shortage of skilled labour
by flying more than 50 men from Britain.
M¢t. Newman Mining Ltd., which 1s expand-
ing i{s operation, invited Sydney trades-
men and thelr familles to film evenings in
order to indicate the attractions of its
mining towns.
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Following these comments, it will be
appreciated how development can be
seriously impaired if proper perspective is
not maintained.

Rather than being a hot arld desert, the
north-west is a region that has a climate
more correctly described as being near
perfect for two-thirds of the year, and
barely tolerable for the other one-third
of the year. The good and the bhad
balanced out produces the result that a
great number of people who go into the
area on a temporary basis declde to stay
on and make it their permanent home,

Although the north-west does not char-
acterise the scuth-west, with its lush pas-
tures and mammoth karri and jarrah for-
ests, nevertheless there is still a certain
awe-inspiring beauty in its rolling plains
of spinifex, numerous hills, mountains,
gorges, and river crossings. The north-
west river gum probably has mere indi-
vidual appeal than any other tree in the
State, and this, against a backdrop of
stratified reck, is nothing short of a paint-
er's dream.

Another important side of Pilbara pub-
lic relations is that of defining and identi-
fying what I would prefer to call natural
stages of development, as against the
damaging mistake of incorrectly catagor-
ising all things as problems.

Mr Speaker, I am not for one moment
suggesting that the Pilbara is compietely
without problems, but what I am saying is
that there are very few problem headings
or categories that do not already exist in
the metropolitan area, and in some in-
stances exist to a greater extent within the
city limits.

I personally feel that this area of need,
to accurately project the concise nature of
the Pilbara, is of the utmost importance,
not only to those already living there, but
alsp to those whom we are endeavouring
to attract into the area to become & perm-
anent part of a much needed work force.

The second item to which I wish to re-
fer is that of industrial stability. The com-
ment in the 1974 January-March edition
of the IPA Review, which states that, in
1971, only two countries in the world ex-
ceeded Australia in the number of man-
hours lost in strikes, and that the produc-
tivity of Australia is embarrassingly low,
indicates clearly the need for industrial
stability.

The Pilbara is by no means isolated
from this problem. By virtue of the fact
that it relies heavily on mining for its
current level of activity, it is more sus-
ceptible to strike action and the tnevitable
repercussions than most other areas in
the State.

I want to say at this stage that I have
nothing whatsoever against responsible
unionism, conducted in a democratic man-
ner. I readily acknowledge the valued con-
tribution that this type of union activity
has made 10 our social structure.
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What I am strongly against i1s the ir-
responsible activity that takes place be-
hind the facade of responsible concermn
for one's fellow worker. It is this type of
activity that is taking place within some
unions today. The effects on society are
going to he guite tragic, if responsible eit-
izens sit back and allow the situation to
continue in perpetuity.

The benefits that have been so far
gained by the enactment of objective un-
ionism will be lost, and we will be back
where we started with the end result being
a shattered democracy.

I have a recent example of this type of
situation to illustrate my point. Some
weeks ago I received a letter from a union
organiser in my electorate and I quote the
following paragraph from that letter—

Following the announced increases
in freight rates, hoth road and ship-
ping, there has been a real cry for the
consumer action movement to become
actlve, but this time it should be not
the ineffective group of women but
instead the unionists. There is no
doubt in my mind that the unionists
will resort to flexing of Iindustrial
muscles o restrain prices in the Hed-
land area.

This comment was sparked by an an-
nouncement that owing to an increase of
8§30 per ton in the freight rate the price of
ice creams was going to increase from 10c
o 1llc.

The union organiser calculated that the
weight of an ice cream was 20z and that
there were 17920 ice creams per ton;
therefore, at a lc increase per ice cream,
the retailer would gross $170.20 exira per
ton,

Because the freight rate had only in-
creased by $30 per ton and owing to the
fact that ice creams only sold for 6¢ in
Perth, he felt that the pecople were being
exploited,

However, what he did not know was that
the price of ice creams had also gone up
in Perth at the same time as they had
gone up in Hedland, and were selling for
8c.

Coupled with this was the fact that al-
though there had been recent increases
in wages, pay-roll tax, bank charges and
interest rates, etc., no mention had been
made as to what extent the retailer had
absorbed previous increases in his business
expenses, nor as to whether he would be
absorbing further Increases to offset.the
assessed excess return created by this par-
ticular price increase.

I checked the price in other towns in
the Pilbara and the price, in actual fact,
increased by more than le, as it eventu-
ally did in Port Hedland also.
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The general attitude of the storekeepers
was that they would prefer not to sell ice
cream at all, when the effects of increas-
ing business expenses were taken properly
into account.

It may not have been the intention to
act irresponsibly on this occasion, but the
inference was certainly there.

I am extremely concerned about the
current price spiral in the Pilbara, but
irresponsible action can only add to the
problem and not relieve it.

It is my intentlon to bring up the cost
of lving as a separate item later in my
speech, Therefore I will not dwell on it
at this point,

If one union group is irresponsible In
its claims and demands on industry, and is
successful, then others, even though they
exude a greater degree of responsibility
than their trend-setting counterparts, are
forced into a position of taking undesirable
action themselves in order to keep pace.

In 1973 the man-hours lost by one
organisation in the Pllbara reached an all-
time high. The percentage of time lost
was 64 per cent of the total time available
for work. If this figure was reduced, the
effect on the employees take-home pay
would be quite considerable,

Mr Speaker, I must say that the
comments made to me during the course
of my campaign in the Pilbara, by the
majority of union representatives that I
had oceasieon to speak with, were hearten-
ing indeed. A positive and realistic ap-
proach is being taken by some people, and
I only hope that their efforts will not he
fragmented by their head office officials.

It is the inherent right of every indi-
vidual to maintain his freedom ot choice
and the right to work, and if this right is
to be protected an Immediate change in
our present industrial relations system is
needed.

I often wonder what the station owner
and worker thinks and feels, when he rises
at sun-up and finishes his day when the
sun sets, and faces all the risks associated
with geographic location and climate, for
no guaranteed return. Even more Sso,
when at the end of a hard year’s work, he
sometimes finds that he has worked the
total year for no return for effort at all.
I guess on the very odd occasion he wishes
he had the strike facility to fall back on
to relieve his situation.

However, the assumed wishful thinking
aside, he has not, nor have a lot of other
people who decide to have a go on thelr
own without the backing of the masses.
More often than not it is these people who
are adversely affected by strike action.

A union has the right to legal strike
action, but somewhere along the line a
sense of responsibility must be developed
towards other people.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Unions must abide by the law that binds
and protects every individual in our
society, and until such time as this situa-
tlon is enforced, there will be innocent
victims of lrresponsible strike action not
only in the Pllbara, but all over Australia.

Mr Speaker, I genuinely feel that if I
did not make mention of the Federal Gov-
ernment and the part that it has played
in the Pilbara since coming to office, first
in December, 1872, and then again in May,
1674, I would be accused by virtually every
elector, and rightly so, for dereliction of
duty.

There is an apparent lack of Federal
realism in every country area of this
State. To say that the present Federal
policies are having an adverse efiect on
the Pllbara is to state only the obvious—
the obvious, that is, to some people.

I was astonished to hear the comments
made by members of the Opposition,
against the Premier (Sir Charles Court)
for laying the blame for our current eco-
nomic circumstances at the feet of the Fed-
eral Government,

If my memory serves me correctly, the
Leader of the Opposition was himself
critical of the Federal Government, prior
to the last State election and when he was
the then Premier of our State.

Even the previous Labor member for
Pilbara was outspokenly critical of the
Federal Labor Government’s policies. He
clearly conveyed his feellngs in the medla
and suggested that this was one of the
reasons for his defeat at the polls.

I am aware that it is easy to be critical,
but if we do not clearly idenilfy our
tangible problem sreas, we will be forever
chasing a red herring,

To give substance to my criticism, it is
my intention to indicate examples. The
one singular action that has put a damper
on development in the Pilbara was the
334 per cent variable deposit requirement
on overseas funds coming into Australia,
for investment in Australian development
projects,

Although the figure has been increased
once and twice reduced—it now stands at
5 per cent—the result of its implementa-
tion has been virtual stagnation in basle
development.

The people in the Pilhara have been ap-
prehensively waiting fo see what the future
held for the area. Although I applaud the
reduction, I cannot help feeling that it
will be some time before the wound is
healed and investors regain their con-
fidence.

After nll, for what was set up to protect
Australia from industrial and economic
plunder to be discarded with a stroke of
a pen would not readily convince any
sound thinking investor that a Govern-
ment was stable in action and honest in
intent.
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However, it {s hoped that this is the case,
and that the Pilbara and other affected
areas can look forward to the development
that is required to service thelr needs for
basic facilities and services.

The proposed price increases in postal
charges, telephone calls, and the taking
away of the fuel subsidy, hit right at the
heart of individua! and business expense,

Because of the Pilbara’s location and
subsequent distance from the adminis-
trative centre, the area of cost increases
is on basic daily essentials, and as the
degree of utilisation of all three items is
greater, the people in remote aress are to
be hit the hardest.

We also pay to the Federal Government
sales tax on freight; and althcugh most
people do not realise it this erroneous
situation is prohibitive to warehousing, In
other words, the people in the north are
deprived of what is taken for granted in
the metropolitan area as being an essential
basic serviee to industry.

Flexibility in the system is a must—it
has been requested and refused. Talking
about flexibility, Mr Speaker, another item
to which this same comment applies is the
zohe allowance. This has not been adjusted
since 1959, but was adjusted three times
prior to 1959.

There is an argument that it is uncon-
stitutional, but to that argument I offer
the counter argument that if it was
initiated when in fact it was unconstitutio-
nal it must have been considered that there
was a very real need for special asslst-
ance. Theoretically, if there has been no
change in the criteria on which the initial
decision was based, then surely the amount
allowable as a taxation deduction should
be increased to keep pace with inflation, if
for no other reason.

I feel this is a good case for at least
reassessing the zone allowance, but here
again, as with the sales tax on freight,
requests along these lines have been re-
buffed by the Federal Government.

The 1974 road allocetion funds are
another example of the very unrealistic
attitude being exhibited towards country
areas. Roads are the lifeline of the Pil-
bara, and good roads within the region
will contribute in a very real way to popu-
lation stability and a lowering of costs.

However, in 1974, it appears that we are
to receive $49 million as compared with
$49.2 million received in 1973. Allowing
for inflation, this figure should be $54
million.

It is easy to see that not only are we
receiving less but we are to get far less
production per dollar than we did last year;
therefore, it seems there will be an inevit-
able slowing down in our State and con-
sequently our Pilbara road development
programime.
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This is extremely hard to understand
when one takes into account the massive
increase in taxation now being received
by the Federal Government due to in-
flation. It goes without sayinig that the
people in the country areas are in for a
torrid time, until we have a Liberal Gov-
ernment in power in Canberra,

Whether Mr Whitlam likes to acknhow-
ledge the fact or not, if it were not for
the export contribution coming from
country areas, Australia’s balance of trade
position would be unfavourable, to say the
least.

Mr Speaker, my next point under the
heading of “specific areas of need” is the
cost of living. With our current rate of
hyper-inflation running at something like
20 per cent, the need to reduce it to an
acceptable level is the one thing, without
doubt, that is uppermost in the minds of
every responsible, thinking individual in
Australia today.

I was in complete agreement with the
member for Karrinyup, when he stated
thai inflatlon does not come out of the
sky. Its causes are local, and major con-
tributing factors are not all that hard to
identify.

Personal greed and selfishness are the
greatest hurdles we have to overcome, and
unless thils Is realised very quickly by
all, we are in for extremely bad times,

I fully appreciate that inflation is higher
in other parts of the world, and that in
some countries is has reached alarming
helghts. However, 1t 1s indeed negative
and folly for a Government, or anyone
else for that matter, to seek solace from
the degree of hardshlp being experlenced
by others. This attitude would eventually
lead to a complete collapse of our econ-
omic systern as we know it today,

I am not for one moment suggesting that
ocutside influences have no effect on Aus-
tralia’s economic stability; they do, but it
is to what exent that I am prepared to
debate.

No one group of people, State or Fed-
eral Government, entirely on its own, can
hope to solve our inflationary problem; it
is the responsibllity of every individual in
Australia,

The individual might well disagree and
ask how he can help avercome such a
mammoth nroblem when he feels it Is
the responstbility of Goverhment.

The answer, I feel, is In the example
that was given to us by the British, in
the events which led up to their last
general election. The Heath Government
had placed the lid an the pressure cooker
but the people kept pouring in the pres-
sure untll the 1id blew off,
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The Wilson Government took over, re-
lleved the infiow of public pressure by
granting the wage Increases that had been
demanded, and the country took one more
step towards bankruptcy.

Within a week of the wage Increases
being granted, up went the price of fuel
and over 500 househpld commodities, in-
cluding the price of food.

This is a clear indlcation that the solu-
tion does not lle In continual wage in-
creases In order to catch up. It Is every-
body's responsibility to become aware of
what 1s heappening in Australla, and to
appreciate that the days of more real
money for less work have gone,

I venture to say that if we all put in a
little extra effort, and increased our basic
working week sllghtly, instead of con-
tinually pressing for it {o be decreased, it
would not be long before Australla experi-
enced the heelthlest economy In the world,

We have everything golng for us, but
because of complacency and greed, it ap-
pears we are prepared to throw away our
inherent national advantages.

Inflation is having a detrimental effect
on development In the Pilbara, more so
than in the metropolitan area because of
the aiready existing cost disparity.

Recent figures on company housing in
the area indicate that housing costs are
virtually double. A c¢ost per square of
$2 335 Is being experienced. This is sig-
nificantly higher than the $1 000 to $1 200
per square that It costs in the metropolitan
area for a home of stmilar standard., If
we add the expense of alr-conditioning
and furniture, the cost 1s conslderably
higher agaln,

Three-hedroom hrick veneer homes In
the Pilbara are costlng the mining com-
pandes between $32 300 and $42 500, de-
pending on actual size and location.

The seemingly endless cost spiral is
having a disastrous effect on the profit-
abliity of the mining companles. In 1872,
Hamersley Iron had g net profit, per tonne
of iron ore shipped, of $1.12. After con-
verting half-yearly figures to an annual
rate, it appears that in 1974 its net return
per tonne will be 27c,

Regardless of the comments that cne
hears regarding the supposed excess profits
made by multl-nationsl companies, 1f this
trend keeps up for very much longer, we
will not have any—in the Pilbara least-
ways.

It is of course pointless to define the
problems that the private home bhuilder
finds confronting him In the Pilbara.
They are almost lnsurmountable and con-
sequently we have a very low percentage of
privately-owned homes In the area.

This sltuation, which also adversely
affects all employee home purchase
schemes, must change If we ever hope to
maintain a stable population in the area.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier {5 to be congratulated for
injtiating an inquiry into all fortns of
rates and taxes as they relate to land
valuation. It is hoped, for the benefit of
areas such as the Pllbara, that the exist-
ing gap will be closed, and that a uniform
scale of charges for water, sewerage, and
drainage will be introduced throughocut
the State.

Material shortages 1s another contribut-
ing factor. The bullder is forced to allow
for delays In his costing structure, and the
resulting less of project continulty pushes
contract prices higher and higher. An
expediter has been appointed to travel
interstate to help alleviate this problem.

Frelght, of course, is another major area
of concern, and the recent 30 per cent in-
crease In State Shipping Service charges
was mesi unwelcome,

I did some checking in order to ascer-
tain the reason for such a high increase
and was Informed of the following—

(a) The State Shipping Service loss is
expected to be at least $5.8 million
in the 1974-75 year. An Increase
of $1.4 million on the 1973-74 year
loss.

(b} The 30 per cent Increase will only
y¥leld in the order of $1.5 mlilion
in a full year, and this barely off-
sets the May wage increases of
$1.25 milllon. There have been
further wage increases since.

{c) An able seaman 1is pald $9 100 per
year plus for a 40-hour week, on
a basls of 30 weeks on and 22
weeks off. This is phasing to 26
weeks on and 26 weeks off.

I might point out, Mr Speaker, that this
remuneration is not all that much less than
the base salary currently being received by
Wesl‘:;ern Australian members of Parlia-
ment.

This is a most unsatisfactory situation,
and 1t appears that the alternative to in-
creases in freight charges 1s to do away
with the service—bearing In mind, of
course, that the recent increase by no
means covers thls year's expected loss.

It Is to be hoped that some sanity will
find its way into our present state of
affalrs and relieve the cost burden being
borne by northern consumers.

Mr Speaker, my next ltem is that of
basic facllities. As this covers such a
broad range, It 1s my intentlon {0 mention
briefly major aspects only. In both the
areas of education and medlcal services
in the Pilbara we are barely keeping pace
with demand.

Buildings are generally bursting at the
seams and there is an overall shortage of
both teachers and doctors. Speciallst ser-
vices In both flelds are grossly lnadequate,
and it is imperatlve that something be
done to attract more doctors Into the area.

It has been suggested to the Minister for
Health that interns, after the completion
of thelr supervised period in an approved
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hospital, come into the Pllbara for a speci-
fic period of time in order to lighten the
load now carried by a few dedicated doctors
who are working all hours to service the
needs of the community.

There are other suggestions also for
attracting fully qualified practitioners and
specialists, and these are currently being
discussed with the Minister,

The State Government is {0 be congratu-
lated for Its assistance to hostels. The
South Hedland Senior Hlgh School Hostel
has received a 300 per cent increase in its
per capita subsidy. This, together with a
lump sum payment of $3 000 towards its
present overdraft, has assisted the local
hostel committee tremendously.

However, because of extremely high op-
erating costs and a lower than expected
student intake, the committee still has
financial problems, The State Government
has undertaken the task of finding a solu-
tion.

Technical education facilities need to be
expanded in order to cater for apprentices
and include all phases of adult education.
It is pleasing to see that the policy of this
Government caters for this basic require-
ment.

Adequate recreational and cultural fac-
ilities are of the utmost Importance to the
Pilbara. When it is considered that the
majority of the population in the area
comes from established towns and cities
which are well serviced with sporting and
cultural amenities, it is easy to compre-
hend the problems that parents have with

their children when they shift to a devel- -

oping region such as the Pilbara.

As mentioned previously, most company
towns gre well equipped in this regard and
it is towns like Onslow, Rosbourne, Wit-
tenoom, Marble Bar, Nullagine, and South
Hedland that have so far missed out
hadly.

The facilities in these towns are the pro-
vince of local government, and it {s our
respenslbility to assist the shire councils
in whatever way possible. They have been
hit with an enormous financial burden
because of the development that has so
rapidly taken place, and can ill afford any
cut-back in allocations received from
State or Federal Governments.

As I mentioned previously, Mr Speaker,
there are many requirements under this
heading, but time will not permit me to
cover them all.

I would like to acknowledge the speed
with which the Minister for Justice con-
firmed the appointment of a resident mag-
istrate for the town of Port Hedland.
With the growing number of cases being
heard In the town this appeintment will
take some of the pressure off a much
overworked group of JPs.
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The recent survey conducted by the Un-
der-Secretary for Law and the President
of the W.A. Law BSociety into the need
for a resident solicitor looks as though it
may bear fruit, If this proves correet, and
a legal advisory service is also established
in the Pilbara, people will be able to re-
ceive preliminary legal advice on any
matter for a fee of $2.

The final specific area of need that I
want to present is the need for improved
communication and administration at
Government department level. Lack of
pood communication and efficient admin-
istration is one of the main contributing
factors to the feeling of isolation that a
grea; number of people experience in the
north.

The State Government'’s policy to estab-
lish regional Government centres is a pos-
ittve step in the right direction, and can-
not{ be implemented guickly enough as far
as the Pilbara is concerned.

As an interim step towards improving
communications to the area, I have
approached the North-West Department,
requesting that conslderation be given to
the coilating of all information pertaining
to State and Federal Government assist-
ance available to individuals and organis-
ations in the Pilbara.

It is envisaged that the information
would cover such things as subsidies, edu-
cation allowances, special travel allow-
ances, welfare assistance, Government
grants, and so on, and be in printed form
for distribution purposes. The reaction
from the Director of the North-West De-
partineni was favourable, and it appears
that the ides could well be implemented
once the coverage has heen defined.

Adminijstrative flexibility is a daily re-
quirement for departmental officers work-
ing in the Pilbara, espectally in the field
of State housing. State housing policy, in
a high cost area such as the Pilbara, must
take into account the young married
couple whe require housing but do not
gualify because they do not have children.

Private rental houses are virtually an
impossible proposition for young couples
who are not employed by mining compan-
ies, and who have to find their own ac-
commodation. Short of living in a caravan
they have no housing alternative left open
to them other than State Housing Com-
mission homes.

The SPEAKER: The member hag five
minutes.

Mr SODEMAN: Mr Speaker, in conclud-
ing I want to say that the Pilbara is des-
perately in need of an improved national
economic climate. It is an area with tre-
mendous potential and needs development
on a steady predictable basis.



628

Development means people, and as the
population increases so does the viability
of estahlishing amenities and basic fac-
flities. The benefits of inereased popula-
tion flow on automatically into the com-
munity by way of a greater degree of in-
built versatility, Development alsoc means
job diversification and stability for sup-
porting industries.

Because of its potential, the Pilhara also
requires positive full-time representation,
and it {s my intention to ensure, to the
hest of my ability, that these requirements
are fulfilled during my term as the mem-
ber for Pilbara in this Parliament. I sup-
port the Address-in-Reply.

Reading of Newspapers:
Speaker
THE SPEAKER: I wish to ask for the
co-operation of members in regard to the
reading of newspapers in the House. I
think all Speakers I have known have, at
one time or another, had to address them-
selves to members on this matter.

It has been a long-standing practice
that the reading of newspapers—certalnly
the obvicus reading of newspapers—has
been frowned on in the House of Parlla-
ment. Some Speakers have taken the view
that the reading of newspapers should be
banned in the Chamber, I do not sub-
scrlbe to that view and I never have done,
so I will not attempt to introduce a ban.

Most Speakers have also sald that at
times members are almost completely ob-
seured by their newspapers when reading
from them. This Is an affiiction which has
been caught by new members and rather
than let 1t go on any longer I ask members,
if they must read newspapers In the
Chamber—and there are occasions when
nmembers want to do this—to try to read
their papers without obscuring themselves
in any manner which gives offence to any-
one, particularly the Speaker.

Statement by

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR MOILER (Mundaring) [8.08 p.m.):
This evening I propose to utilise some of
the time which has been allocated to me
to raise a matter which, I belfeve, has been
activating the minds of a number of mem-
bers from this side of the House. Some
members have even referred to this matter
in the House, and I instance the member
for Rockingham who did touch on the
subject, and the member for Morley, who
has, by way of question, given the impres-
sion which I certainly intend to convey
tonight.

It appears to me there is an obvious
trend towards the deferment of the con-
struction of new schools, and the addltions
Y0 schools, in Lahor-held areas. Such
action would suggest undue influence from
the Government on the Education Depart-
ment to ensure that where pruning of ex-
penditure is to be made, it is to be In
Labor-held electorates.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr Nanovich: With the previous Minls-
ter you tried for 18 months for a deputa-
tion, while I got one after two months
with thils Government.

Mr Rushton: The posittion in my elec-
torate has never heen as bad as It was
durlng the last three years,

The SPEAKER: Order.
for Mundaring.

Mr MOILER: I do not know whether
the Interjectlon from the member for
Toodyay means there will be some speclal
favouritism towards the Toodyay electorate
in the future!

At the outset I would like to make the
point that I am not qubbling about any
area which Is fortunate enough to receive
a new school, or additions to an exlsting
school; I am quibbling about the fact that
the Government does not make more
money avallable to ensure that the
promised schools are bullt.

Mr Rushton: Inflatlion is killing us.

Mr MOILER: I make the claim without
intending to he derogatory towards the
Education Department. I helleve the de-
partment does its best but it Is obvious
the final decision rests with the Govern-
ment,

I make this clalm tonight and I chal-
lenge the Minister to prove my claim
wrong. I would be happy if he could do
that, and I offer him the opportunity to
do so at some later stage.

I wish to outline some of the develop-
ment—or lack of development—which
has occurred—or which has not occurred

The member

" —in the Mundaring electorate since the

present Government took office. 1 will
commence by explaining that a little over
six weeks ago, towards the end of May, I
recejved confirmation in writing from the
Direetor-General of Education that the
high school proposed to be established in
the Swan View area would be open and
avajlable to take first-year students dur-
ing 1975, The director-general indicated
that it was quite possible the school
would not ke ready for the very first day
of the schoel year in February but, un-
doubtediy, it would take first-vear stu-
dents next vear.

The lecal governing authority received
plans of the proposed building so it will
be seen that it was well under way and
ready to go. Naturally, the parents of the
children who were to atiend the school
were pleased with the proposal to go
shead.

For some time there has heen over-
crowding at the Governor Stirllng High
School and because of this it became ne-
cessary for the Education Department to
move into the Swan View area. As I men-
tioned, the school was promised by the pre-
vigus Labor Government. I would say, from
memory, that the Governor Stirling High
School has had the highest enrolments of
any high school in Western Australia for
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possibly 10 of the past 12 years, and per-
haps longer. The schoel has continually
had an attendance of between 1500 and
1600 children and that was one of the
main reasons for the constructlon of a
new school at Swan View. There has galso
been contlnued development in the
eastern section of the hills area, around
Greenmount and Swan View. However, the
building of the school has now been de-
ferred.

1 would like to bring to the notice of
members a Press release which was given
to me by the Minister, However, 1 did not
sce this release in print, other than in a
smell fortnightly local paper covering the
area of Mundaring—and to whom I pro-
vided this information.

This release says that the Swan View
high school will be deferred, and 1t states
that the Eastern Hills High School, pre-
sently a three-year high school, was to be
upgraded to a fourth-year high school in
the next year, Incidentally this high
school is on the eastern extremity of the
Mundaring electorate.

In the last paragraph the Minister
claims that these steps would ease the
position at the Governor Stirling High
School., To make this quite clear I will
read the Press release—

The Hon. Minister for Education,
Mr, G. C. MacKinnon today approved
the introduction of fourth year sec-
ondary classes at the Eastern Hills
High School in 1975. The establish-
ment of these classes will be followed
by fifth year classes in the school in
1976, when the school will be reclassi-
fied as a Senior High School.

Mr. MacKinnon referred to the con-
siderable increase in costs which had
taken place in the building of new
secondary schools and as a result 1t
was necessary to defer the establish-
ment of a new high school at Swan
View.

Mr Rushton: Two out of every six have
heen lost through inflation.

Mr MOILER: I will come back to that
in a moment. I can see little connection
between the two schools mentioned, and I
cannot see why they were grouped to-
gether in the Press release. It continues—

The establishment of ihe upper
school classes at Eastern Hills would
not only be of major benefit to the
students in the area but it would ease
the position at the Governor Stirling
Senior High School where students in
the flrst three years of secondary ed-
ucation would continue {o be enrolled.

I would like fo explain that with normal
progression the Eastern Hills High School
was entitled to be upgraded tc a fourth-
vear hieh school next year. Maybe it
should have been upgraded this year.

Mr Blaikle: What about last year?
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Mr MOILER: That is probably true. I
cannot accept for one minute that the up-
grading of the Eastern Hills High School
was anything but wartanted on the ground
of priority.

On Wednesday, the Tth August, T asked
the Minister a question on notlce. I ask-
ed how many third-year hilgh schools
there are In Western Australia, and he
replied that there are seven only In the
State. These high schools are at Bridge-
town, Eastern Hills, Harvey, Kambalda,
Margaret River, Mt. Barker, and Newman.
Of these seven high schools, three will be
upgraded to take fourth-yveer students
next vear—Eastern Hills, Harvey, and Mt.
Barker. So that will leave only four three-
year high schools in this State.

Of the seven three-year high schools
mentioned, Eastern Hills accommodated
476 students in March of this year—100
more students than the school with the
next highest enrolment of 378 students.

Mr Blaikie: Which school is that?

Mr MOILER: That is Harvey. I am
trying to make the point that Eastern Hills
had the priority—it was entitled to be
upgraded to a fourth-year high school re-
gardless of the position at Swan View or
Governor Stirling High 8chools. My belief
{s further strengthened by the knowledge
that there is no public transport east of
the high school. After leaving third year
the students from this area cannot rely
on public transport to enable them to
finish their fourth and fifth year studies.

The natural growth of the area ls more
than sufficient to assure us that any money
expended will not be wasted. The popu-
lation is growing all the time, and the high
school enrolment fisures are rising every
vear. In September, 1973, I asked the
Minister for Edueation, amongst other
things, this question—

What is the anticipated enrolment for
19749

The answer was 452 students.

At the commencement of this school
year, only slx months after I asked that
questlon, 476 students were enrolled at the
Eastern Hills High School. That is 24
students more than the estimated figure
given by the Education Department last
September. This supports my claim that
the area is growing continually and the
children must be catered for. This high
school should certalnly be upgraded on a
priority and need basls, irrespective of
whether or not the area is represented by
a Labor member.

Mr Rushton: Who are the Legislative
Council members for this area—ILiheral
Party membhers?

Mr MOILER: If the Minister wishes to
speak about the Legislatlve Council, he
may.

Mr Rushton:
too.

They represent the area
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Mr MOILER: That iz the Minister's
opinton,

Mr Bertram: The House of Review!

Mr MOILER: From the Karmel funds,
the Australian Government allocated
$100 Q00 to Eastern Hills High School for
upgrading, This had nothing t¢ do with
fourth and fifth-year studles; it was fo
replace temporary classrcoms and to pro-
vide for matters of this nature. The
money was allocated for the 1974 year and
members will realise that these funds are
allocated for the calendar year and not for
the financlal year.

This allocation of $100000 has not yet
heen spent. However, through questions to
the Minister, it has been confirmed that
there will be no further expenditure at the
school. The additional fourth-year stud-
ents will he absorbed Into this school with-
out extra funds being expended.

As I have already mentloned, a high
school is very necessary in the Swan View
area because of the growth of enroiments
at Governor Stirling High School. For 10
to 12 years, and possibly longer, Governor
Stirling High School—except for the oc-
caslonal year when it may be displaced to
second position—has had the highest
enrolment figures in the State. If steps
are not taken to accommodate the students
from the outlying areas of Swan View,
Greenmount, etc.,, Governor Stirling High
School will continue to hold this unfor-
tunate position.

On Thursday, the 8th August, I asked
the Minlster representing the Minister for
Education—

Would the Minister provide a list
of all senior high schools, their en-
rolment flgures for the commencement
of the 1974 school year, and their
present enrolment numbers?

The figures were provided, and it is re-
markable that Como Senior High Scheool
has an enrolment of 747 students, Holty-
wood High School has an enrolment of
776 students, but Governor Stirling High
Schoel has an enrolment of 1542. The
Swanbourne Senlor High School has an
enrgiment of 654 students and members
will see that Como, Hollywood, and Swan.
bourne each cater for approximately half
the number of students attending Gover-
nor Stirling High School

Mr Young: Do you have the figure for
Scarborough?

Mr MOILER: If the honourable member
is not up on details relating to his elector-
ate, I can inform him that the Scar-
borough Senior High School has an enrol-
ment of 1327 students.

Mr Young: That is a Liberal area.

Mr MOILER: Yes, although I advise the
honourable member before he goes much
further not to go into this matter too
deeply. This high school in a Liberal
area is the exception rather than the rule,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr T. D. Evans: If the Government
carries out its plans, it will need three
senior high schools in Scarborough.

Mr Clarko: Where did you get that
figure?

Mr T. D. Evans: Your bpolicy is no more
than 400 students at a senior high schaool.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MOILER: The disappointing feature
about this is the fact that the Australian
Government allocated $8.1 milllon to
Western Australia for general building
additions, in additlon to sums previously
provided to the States for education. In
the past the State Government had to
find much of this money itself. Surely
with this extra injection of Commonwealth
funds, the present Government should be
able to bring education up to the standard
at which the previous Government was
aiming.

Mr Blaikie; Don’t you think this new
policy will speed it up?

Mr MOILER: The Goevernment does not
know what it is doing with the new policy.
Many questions have been asked by mem-
bers on this side of the House, but the
answers obviously indicate that Govern-
ment members do not know what is going
on.

Mr Young: You are not right—only one
side of the House does not know,

Mr Mclver: Why don’t you tell us? Why
don’t you answer the questions?

Mr Clarke: You never added one funda-
mental item to education in the whole
three years you were in Government.
Every new idea came from the Education
Department.

Mr Bryce: What about the free text-
books?

The SPEAKER.; Order!

Mr Mclver: We were the only Govern-
ment ever to tackle education.

Sir Charles Court: Why don't you loock
for your lost files?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MOILER: So I am not gquibbling
about the fortunate areas where school
buildings have been erected and additions
have been made, but I am quibbling about
the Government's attitude. The Govern-
ment should find this finance for the de-
velopment that was promised in the past.
There is no good reason that the Govern-
ment cannot do this.

I would Mke to interpolate here that
when I received the information that the
Swan View high school would not be pro-
ceeded with. like many of the parents of
children affected in the area, I was
distressed.

These people have arranged & public
meeting to discuss this matter to be held
tomorrow night in the Greenmount hall
to which they have invited the Minister
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and officers of his department and I invite
them to explain what the Government
proposes to do in the field of education
and to establish whether there is an alter-
native to the deferments which are to
take place.

Before leaving the subject of education
and the electorate of Mundaring I reeall
that a member opposite stated that the
building of some schools in his electorate
had alsoc been deferred. The primary
school at Mundaring which does not have
a library or a resource centre is bullt
on possibly the buslest highway in the
State: namely, the Great Eastern Highway,
and the children’s studles are continuaily
interrupted due to the traffic nolse outside.
We were promised a new school to take
its place next year, but this proposal has
been deferred. Do members realise that
some of the classrooms at this school In
which children are now being taught were
used by their grandparents many years
ago? That is how old this school is.

Mr Hartrey: They probably received a
better standard of teaching, too.

Mr Young: I have students in my elec-
torate who are being taught in accommo-
dation that was designated as temporary
20 years ago. I am not recelving any pre-
ferential treatment. I earbashed the Min-
ister for Education in the Labor Govern-
ment and I am doing the same with our
Minister for Education and with the de-
partment to try to improve the situation.
However, I am nat recelving any pre-
ferential tregfment.

Mr MOILER: Let the honourable mem-
ber stand and comment on this situation
later. I have made my point regarding the
state of education in Western Australia. I
ask the Minister for Education to explain
the Government's attitude towards educa-
tlon at the public meeting tomorrow night;
nothing could be fairer than that.

Mr Young: Well, you have the best Min-
ister for Education we have had for about
30 years to deal with the problem. You
need not have any worries about that.

Mr T. D, Evans: How many years?

Mr MOILER: The Minister for Educa-
tion obviously must be severely handi-
capped by his Premier because apparently
he Is not allowed to put into operation
those many things he would like to do to
make him the best Minister we have had
for 30 years.

Mr Young: There is no fear about that.

Mr MOILER: If this Liberal-Country
Party-cum-National Alliance Government
really cared as it claims it does, it would
take steps to direct the work force away
from the continuing and unnecessary
erection of office blocks and into the build-
ing of schools and the like.

As I have explained, I wanted to speak
primarily on the downturn in education
which has occurred not only in the Mun-
daringz area but also throughout the rest
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of the State. I acknowledge that other
members, because of the profcssions they
were engaged In before coming into this
Chamber, may be better suited to speak
on educational matters generally than I.

Mr Rushton: Why do you not tell us
something of the very good shire councils
you have up there and of which you should
be very proud?

Mr MOILER: Well, if the Minister were
to read some of the correspondence I have
received from the council, he would see
that 1t s very proud of its member, too.

Mr Bertram: So they should be and
50 they are.

Mr B. T. Burke: And so are we.

Mr MOILER: I will leave that matter
for the time being, emphasising once again
that the Australian Government has al-
located huge funds to Western Australia,
and the State Government under the
directorship of the present Premier, who
was going to do so much and who claimed
a couple of years ago he had the answer
to the unemployment problem and could
fix it within six months, hes not accepted
its responsibility in this direction, Let
us hope that this Government can ¢oh-
tinue the improvements in the education
system and facilitles which were being
implemented by the previous Government.
Let us hope we can get away from the
muddle we face at present.

Mr Rushton: How do you explaln the
360 children who were without a school In
my area during 1972? The member for
Rockingham is still yelling hils head off
about something you people could not fix
up,

Mr B, T. Burke: That 1s because you
were the member for that area last March.

Mr Rushton: If that is what you are
ciaiming, there should be another investi-
gation.

Mr MOILER: I should now like to refer
members to an anomalous position which
has arisen since the Court Government
took office when, within a period of a little
over a month, it reversed a decislon of the
previous Government.

Mr Stephens: More than one.

Mr MOILER: By doing so, it demon-
strated once again the muddile it is in to
the detriment generally of the Western
Australlan public. I refer to the Govern-
ment’s action In reducing meat inspection
fees charged by State and local govern-
ment authoritles. I have mentioned this
matter previously, as the Premier and the
Deputy Premier—the Minister for Agricul-
ture—would know. At the time, the Deputy
Premier said I would receive an answer to
my query. I hope that he will interject on
me to explain the situation and on this
oceasion will have something worth while
to say. I suggested previously that the
Liberal Government must have had pres-
sure placed upon it by some organisation,
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because it reduced these charges regardless
of the fact that a Government department
had carried out an investigation into the
matier end found that an increase was
well and truly warranted.

This Government took office with a
Country Party Minister for Agriculture and
a Country Party Minister for Health who
are suppcsed to look after the people of
the country, and yet within a month of
taking office it reversed & decision of
the previous Government and reduced meat
inspection fees. Apparently the Gov-
ernment is not in a position to tell this
House how much this reduction in fees has
cost local authorities with abattolrs within
their shires, but in reply to a question I
asked, seeking to know whether any local
suthority was making a profit from abat-
toirs operating within its shire the Min-
ister stated that figures submitted by local
authorities indicated that no local auth-
ority recouped the full cost of meat in-
spection services in 1973-74. 1 would ven-
ture to say that some local authoriiles
would have lost up to $10 000 in a 12-month
period for the services rendered.

In the 12 months ended June, 1974, the
meat Inspection sectlon of the Public
Health Department of Western Australia
lost $168 324. Yet within one month of its
election, this Government reversed the in-
creased charges which were implemented
by the previous Government after =a
thorough Investigation and allowed that
section of the Public Health Department
to run at such a loss. One wonders just
where the Government is golng when it
does things like that. Who is paying for
this loss? Obviously, it is the taxpayer.
Whether a person eats a pound of meat a
week or eats no meat, or whether he is
able to buy some very nice cuts of meat,
e will pay for that loss. Surely the per-
son who consumes the meat is the one who
reasonably should be expected to cover the
cost of meat inspection. There 1s nothing
strange about such a proposal. The
Deputy Premier is looking at me; I do not
know whether he wants to interject, but I
hope he does.

The SPEAKER: It would be quite dis-
orderly of him to do so.

Mr MOILER: Yes, but it would not be
unusual for him to get out of his depth in
this regard,

Mr McPharlin: I like to give you a go.

Mr MOILER: 1 appreciate that. But
just to show that I am not being deroga-
tory of the Minister for Agriculture, on
Thursday, the 8th August, the member for
Wellington (Mrs Cratg) asked the Minister
for Agriculture the following question—

(1) Is the Minister aware that the
increased scale of charges for
meat inspectors at abattolrs
introduced by the Tonkin Govern-
ment in February 1973 1s still in
operation?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Well, it was not, of course, unfortunately
for the State taxpayers. I draw the atten-
tlon of members to the third part of the
question asked by the member for Wel-
lIington. It reads—

{(3) In the event of the amount paid
for meat Inspection by abattoirs to
local shires being greater than the
actual cost to the shire of this
service, has the shire concerned
any discretion in the amount
charged?

The Minister answered that they have a
discretion.

However, today, the 14th August, I
asked the following question—

In what way does a local authority
have discretion as to the meat inspec-
tlon fee that may be charged for the
service provided?

The reply I recelved was—

The local authority iIs bound to ob-
serve the regulations without the
exercise of discretion.

Those are two completely different an-
swers; one says that they have a discretion
and one says that they do not.

Mr B. T. Burke: Another censure mo-
tion!

Mr MOILER: I do not think 1 warrants
a censure motion but I think it demon-
strates that the Minister does not know
where he is going or what he ls doing on
this issue. I suppose this is the only
charge the Government has reduced since
it came into office, but for whose benefit?
It 1s not for the benefit of the taxpayer
oy country people. By this action, some
country shires would hbe losing in the
vicinity of $10000 a year. Most of the
stock that is slaughtered and Inspected in
those areas is sold in the metropolitan
area. So, in effect, the country people,
who Country Party members are supposed
to represent, are subsidising the meat con-
sumers in the metropolitan area.

Mr McFPharlin: You are aware of course
that the matter of inspection fees i1s the
concern of the Public Health Department.

Mr MOILER: The Minister is trylng to
shove 1t off onto the Minister for Health.

Mr McPharlin: I am not shoving it off
onto anybody: it just happens to be true.

Mr MOILER: But the Minister is
Deputy Leader of this Government and he
has allowed this to take place. He took
no action to stop this charge being re-
duced.

Mr McPharlin: We reduced a charge
that your Government had increased.

Mr MOILER: Why did the Minister's
Government reduce the charge? At whose
request?

Sir Charles Court: Do you not want to
see a cost to the consumer reduced?
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Mr MOILER: Of course we do but we
also want the cost to be borne by those
who cause that cost to be incurred. The
person who does not eat meat is payving
the same amount as the person who eats a
lot of meat.

Sir Charles Court: If you talk to your
loecal authority you will find that it knows
the Treasury is studying the whole position
to work out an equitable arrangement as
far as the local authority 1s concerned.
They will tell you that; ask them.

Mr MOILER: The Premier may well
have written the answer I received to the
question I asked, because it was almost
word perfect. The plain fact is that these
areas are operating at a loss whilst this
investigation, which is unnecessary, is in
DProgress.

Mr McPharlin: Why is it unnecessary?
We are having an investigation.

Mr MOILER: If the Minister is holding
an investigation now, why did he reduce
the charge? Why did he not wait and find
out whether it was reasonahle {o reduce
the charge? Surely the Minister is reduc-
ing the charge metely at the request of
a small selective group.

Mr McPharlin: The matter needs further
investization.

Mr MOILER: In my apihion the Gav-
enment needs further investigation, too,
It is fairly evident that on this issue
the House, whilst not being misled, has
obviously been given two different answers
to similar questions. I would also point
out that I asked that question only because
I felt sure the Minister was wrong when
he answered the question asked by the
member for Wellington,

I think the Minister for Local Govern-
ment mentioned something about my ex-
perience in local government. This gives
me 2 lead in, and tonight I wish to con-
gratulate the Minister on his announce-
ment relating to the one hectare subdivi-
sion proposal. I wish to say that it is
fortunate for him that he is the Minister
who has introduced this innovation. In the
main, this decision will affect the outer
metropolitan shires. The declsion was ar-
rived at in consultation with the Town
Planning Board, the previous Minister for
Local Government, and the outer metro-
politan shires when they were considering
matters such as this.

I am pleased the present Minister is
econtinuing to tread the same path trodden
by the previous Minister and has agreed
to this proposal.

Mr Rushton: It is a direct poliey of ours
and it varies somewhai{ when compared
with what was originally proposed.

Mr MOILER: I realise that some control
will stilt have to be exercised over i, be-
cause I can visualise many pitfalls.

Mr Rushton: Nothing is easy, no matter
what you try to do.
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Mr MOILER: Nothing worth while is
casy; that is so.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes—perhaps six minutes.

Mr MOILER.: Having worked in the local
government sphere for some years I have
a great deal of time for local government
and I believe that as time goes by it will
become even more influential. It is referred
to as the third arm of Government now,
but I believe it will, in time to come, become
more influential and more powerful. The
fact is that the present Australlan Gov-
ernment is the first Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to acknowledge the work of local
government by making grants direet to
lacal authorities. I think this is a great
move,

It 15 a little disappointing, however, that
the Minister, in some way or other, is
trying to become an obstructionist, and I
can only imagine that it is the Premler
who 15 using his influence in this regard.
The Minister is endeavourlng to encour-
age local authoritles not to participate in
this system of obtaining funds from the
Australian Government but local govern-
ment has been asking for thls since
Federatlon., Now we have an Australlan
Government which is offering to advance
moneys to local authoritles, an action
which those bodles have been reguesting
for years.

Mr Rushton: They do not mind taking
the money as long as they do not get their
throats cut.

Mr MOILER: As a result of the action
taken by the Australian Government I am
certain that we will see local authorities
becoming more powerful. However, during
the interim period we will see the for-
mation of local authorlties into reglons and
50 breaking down the present position of
parcchialism between shires.

Mr Rushton: It is another tier of Gov-
ernment.

Mr MOILER: We will break down par-
cochialism that exists in the shires at pre-
sent and so they will become more effec-
tive and more powerful. I certainly hope
that by that time methods of electing
councillors will become more democratic,
ang 1 also hope the Australian Govern-
ment does not make large amounts of fin-
ance available to local authoritles until
their system of representation does be-
come more democratic.

Mr Rushton: What
about it?

Mr Hartrey: It is not based on the sys-
temt of one-man one-vote,

Mr MOILER: The position whereby a
person shall be elected or not as a coun-
cillor is decided on whether or not a person
owns or gccupies land, and that is undemo-
cratic. Until such time as that system is
altered it will always be undemocratic. As

is undemocratic
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members will realise, when we reach the
stage of having proper representation in
local government elections, the Local Gov-
ernment Assoclation will be changed from
a Liberal club to a truly representative
ciub.

In conclusion I refer back to the issue
on which I spoke at the outset of my
speech. The main reason I rose to my
feet tonight was to speak on the subject
of education. Once again I say that I have
no regrets in having made the assertion
I did make, because I want the Minister
and the department to have every oppor-
tunity to show the members of this House
and the public that they know where they
are going, and that they are dealing with
matters in their right priority and so
tell the people what is happening. I
therefore sincerely hope the Minister will
take notice of the remarks I have made.

MR GREWAR (Roe) [8.52 pm.l: Mr
Speaker, I wish to jJoin with my fellow
members in congratulating you on your
promotion to your high office. Your im-
partiality has already been clearly dem-
onstrated.

My congratuwlations are also extended to
members elected to the Parliament on both
sides of the House, to the Premler and
Cabinet, to the Leader of the Opposition
and his shadow Ministers. I trust that this
Parliament, regardless of different ideol-
ogies of the parties, will achieve much for
the good of Western Australia,

We are all here because of our beliefs,
and our desire to implement changes
for the good of the people of this great
State.

I have grown up in the free enterprise
system and believe in it. It 15 a system
whieh has developed this country to the
status of a great nation. To me it repre-
sents the rights of the individual to free-
dom, justice and self fulfilment. I will
challenge any system of Government that
takes away these rights,

1 wish recorded my appreciation of the
former member for Roe (Mr Bill Young).
During his seven years in this House he
worked hard for the people in the elector-
ate and brought about many improve-
ments to thelr way of life.

My thanks are extended to the Hon.
David Wordsworth for his help and en-
couragement prior to and since my elec-
tion to Parliament.

Tonight I wish to acquaint the House
with problems which exist in my electorate
and to inform members that, by virtue of
our remote location and recent develop-
ment, our problems are somewhat differ-
ent from those of other areas.

During my address I wish to highllght
many aspects of specific concern to the
people I represent and would hope that
this Government will take some cognis-
ance of what I have to say.

[ASSEMBLY ]

There have been many problems in Roe
that have been shelved by Governments
and it is my constituents’ wish that these
be brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment.

The Roe electorate comprises the Shires
of Gnowangerup, Ravensthorpe, Lake
Grace, Kent, and Esperance. It covers a
total area of 27 000 square miles, approxi-
mately 300 miles long by 90 miles wide,
with a population of 15 379.

A small population no doubf by compar-
ison with metropolitan electorates, but
what we lack in numbers we make up in
quality—the quality of the rural Austra-
lian citizen now fast disappearing as our
society becomes more urbanised; citizens
who have taken up the challenge to move
to frontfer country to develop new farms,
new industries and new communities.

Because the area is mainly heath and
mallee land, it had largely been neglected
for agriculture until recent times. Scien-
tists of the Department of Apriculture and
enterprising farmers only 20 years ago
took up the challenge to pioneer the de-
velopment of this inhospitable country, In
these 20 years the transformation has been
spectacular,

A tribute must be paid to the Brand-
Court Government for taking the bold
and progressive step of releasing vast
areas of virgin farm lands during its term
of office. Much of this was in the Roe elec-
torate. It was because of that Govern-
ment’s enthusiasm that the area today is
s0 soundly based and thriving.

In retrospect, the area has had a most
exciting history and the challenge has en-
riched the lives of the people who make up
the community. It has been an achieve-
ment for science, for the fortitude, cour-
age and determination of the people who
pitted themselves against a hostile en-
vironment. There have been siorles of
success and stories of failure—people with
very limited means, people with fortunes,
pecople from all walks of life, bus drivers,
wharfies to presidents of American banks
l'm!.ve:t been involved in this great develop-
ment,

As I started out to say, however, we have
problems—big problems yet to face. It
has been interesting to hear speakers
make reference to small sections of their
electorates not having deep sewerage, We
have only one small town sewered. Most
of the area does not receive TV.

Electricity—for years considered so much
& part of the life of cities or older areas
of the State—is a fairly recent introduction
to our area. There are still towns without
power supplies, where Tilley lamps still
provide illumination.

A considerable number of our towns do
not have reticulated water. Telephones
are not available to all setilers and, when
installed, can eost the subscriber a con-
nection fee as high as $4000 to $5000.
Hospital services are available at three
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centres up to 120 miles away. Apart from
Esperance the nearest doctor is at
Gnowangerup—a distance of 200 miles.

One high school with an associated hos-
tel serves the educational needs of the
area. Many farmers still live in sheds in
conditions city health officers would con-
demn.

As can be appreciated, the people of this
electorate have endured many hardships
to pioneer the region. Their privaticns
have made them more thoughtful of their
fellows. They are people who do not
condone strikes or slow-dcwns,; people with
a great community spirit who provide their
own services, recreation, snd other ameni-
ties. They are people 1 am proud to re-
present.

Urbanisation has done much to destroy
the quality of life of Australians. The
basic ingredients that historians and
writers tel! us was once Australia have
largely gone.

The electorate is essentially rural in
character. It supports one major centre,
the Port of Esperance, and 12 small towns.
There are a few industries, in the main
servicing agriculture. Qur main enter-
prises are cereal growing and livestock
raising, We also support small fishing
and mining industries.

The fortunes of agriculture in the past
10 years are well known to members.
Since 1965 the prices for our products feil
continually until 1972-73. Survival of
farmers has depended on improved effi-
ciency and technology. It is worthy of
mention that per unit of labour input,
we are the most efficient agriculfural coun-
try in the world. The year 1972-73 saw
a dramatic change of fortune. Farmers
who took advantage of the improved cash
position paid off some of their accumulated
mortgages and re-tooled their equiprient.
But the holiday is now over. We are
entering a major recession in prices ifor
our products.

I do not think the community at large
is vet fully aware of the seriousnhess of the
present situation, The downturn of prices
for wool and meat places farmers in a
worse position than in 1970--a time when
many left the land. If this downward
trend continues for very long. or costs
continue to escalate, the effect will fow
on to the entire community. As a nation
we are still vitally dependent on agricul-
tural! income,

The agricultural industry deserves some
consideration by the Government for thes
following reasons—

(1) This industry beuzrs the msain
brunt of tariff impositicns in order
to support our less eflicient secon-
dary Industries;

(2} it provides goods to the Australian
consumer at & cheaper price than
could be obtainzd on world mar-
kets;
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(3) it sells its surplus products in a
market place supplied by other
countries heavily subsidised to
produce similar goods; and

{(4) it bears big inbullt frelght costs
to these market places.

To compete profitably we must of necessity
be efficient in our production and market-
ing. We need production incentives—not
handouts., In the national interest it is
better for farmers to receive a super sub-
sidy than to have to restrict production.
Let us get one fact straight: the super
subsidy is & subsidy to the consumer be-
cause it is passed on in cheaper products.

By the foregoing remarks I have tried
to justify the need for the Government
to watch closely the prosperity of agri-
culture. It is vital to our economy that
this industry be not unjustly discriminated
against. I genuinely bhelieve that this
has happened. I would refer members
to the rural policy in Australia—the green
paper—which sets out in very clear terms
the role of agriculture, its problems, and
recommendations for future stability,

Not all farmers are rich land barons.
If I achieve nothing else in this address,
let me impress upon members thai ihe
average farmer is a very poor member of
our society, with a mean income of $3 120
per snnum compared with $3 900, the
average of all male workers in Australia.
My reference is a green paper of 1968-69.

The State Government may not have
great powers in influencing the Federal
Government on major issues of policy, but
it can help considerably in assisting farm
technology. Our State Department of
Agriculture has made a great advance in
knowledge in the development of some of
the world's most inherently infertile soils—
land that would still be ly¥ing idle if it were
not for trace elements and subclover. The
techniques were perfected by the officers
of the Western Australian Department of
Agriculture. not by the CSIRO or other
research institutions, but by our Western
Australian team. Their achievements have
had far-reaching effects on our eeconomy.
The story, however, does not end here.
There are still many unknowns and inno-
vations to be perfected.

We have diseases in our pastures which
are reducing production up to 50 per cent
in some areas. These are—

Crop varieties unsuited to our south
coastal farm lands; and

Insect pests ravaging our pastures and
crops.

Australla must rank last in the develop-
ment of new plants for agriculture. In
most advanced countries plant breeders
have developed pasture types suited to dif-
ferent micro climates, soll types, or, for
different purpaoses, plants talior-made for
their environment,
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Within the Department of Agriculture
there is a Rural Economlcs Branch that
has been of considerable assistance to
farmers in making them acquainted with
business management vrinciples. How-
ever, unless one can forecast likely costs
and returns with some accuracy, the bud-
geting exercise is a wasted effort. Greater
emphasls must be placed by this branch on
expanding 1its research iInto marketing
trends. The farmer must know where he
is going. He has encugh varlables due to
seasons, etc., without adding any of prices.

More country-based advisers are needed
to disseminate research findings to farm-
ers. The present approach of mass com-
munication, because of the limited number
of men in the field, is not the answer. A
return to more Iindividual farm visifs 1s
necessary. It brings the adviser on to the
farm where he can readily identify a
problem that the farmer may not be aware
he has. There appears to be a need to
reglonalise many of the speclalised branch-
es within the department. At the present
time most of the research officers are now
located in Perth, travelling to country
areas for a few days to Investigate a proh-
lem. There 1s a need to establish speclal-
1sed research units fn the country where
they would be in e¢lose contact with the
problems.

In my opinion there needs to be a
greater awareness on behalf of farmers
towards soll conservation. Our herltage—
the soil—Is being washed away continu-
ously. One only has to fly over the agri-
cultural areas to see the denudation that
has taken place In the short period of 50
to 60 years. The attack on this problem is
now being carrted out in a plecemeal way;
only here and there are farmers applying
preventive measures. It would he my wish
to see a more comprehenslve approach
adopted In this fleld and I would suggest
that whole catchments be treated simul-
taneously—there should be a whole district
approach rather than our dealing with
isolated trouble spots.

I would now like brieflty to touch on
wheat quotas. There has been only one
vear in the past 10 in which restrictions on
wheatgrowing have been necessary and
this was the year prior to the introduction
of quotas. Wheat quotas were allocated
on a farmer’s “production history” hasls
and tended to favour well-established
farmers. Many new land farmers did not
have a big history durlng this peried of
review—1965-1969 incluslve-—or they may
have entered the Industry after this time.
Because of this many have been restricted
by the allocation they received. Quotas
have not enabled the efficlent farmer fo
expand his wheatgrowing enterprise, but
have allowed the inefficlent one to survive.
There Is an urgent need to rethink this
whole question. I, and most Roe farmers,
are being penalised by this inequity and
would prefer to see a relaxation of quotas
for several years. Wheat 1s In world
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shortage again this year and the Aus-
tralian crop will fall shori of its expected
productlon. It would have been an ideal
year to forgo restrictions.

I would now like (o say a few words on
marketing boards. Agriculture, by Its very
nature, cannot praduce at a constant or
predetermined level. We have seasonal
variatlons leading to gluts or shortages.
When superimposed on a world sltuation
the price received for primary products can
vary much from year to year. Some
instability is tolerable but not the violent
fluctuations as at present—50 per cent
drop in woo!l prices this year.

We need some security by way of a pre-
determined price. This is possible only
through orderly marketing schemes. I
would Instance stability in grain growing
due to grain hoards. The bulk of our
farmers' income is obtained from wool and
meat, both sold under an auction system
—3a selling system I cannot condone. It is
gol easily possible for buyers to form car-
els.

There is one organised body representing
buyers of wool—the International Wool
Textile Organisation. The buying pressure
must, therefore, be taken out of the
auction to the detriment of sellers. Waocol,
like iron ore or motorcars, has & value
and should be scld on the same basis as
other goods or services, at a price based on
c¢ost of production. If a farmer cannot
produce at thils figsure he should either
lmipruve his efficlency or change hls enter-
prise.

There is one word of warning, however;
orderly marketing boards can become
bureaucratic and inflexible. There should
be scope within their terms of reference
for quick adjustments if, and when, situ-
ations alter.

I wish to look now at the question of
farm land releases. If I could start by
offering Western Australia a $100 million
industry with few strings attached, the re-
sponse no doubt would be very favour-
able. We can offer this In the Roe elec-
torate—four to five million acres of land
ready and waiting for development, land
capable of producing annually 15 milllon
bushels of grain, 100000 bales of wool,
500 000 carcases of mutton or, in money
terms at today's value, at least $35 milllon
per annum.

The basic Infrastructure to support more
farmers is already established in our towns.
Many businesses and servicing agencles
have been planned for expanslon. The
viability of the new Esperance Abattoir
could well hinge on the expansion of our
agriculture enterprise,

We have the land resources, the men
ready to start developing, and most of the
capital. OQur products are needed in world
markets. We are not suggesting that vast
areas of virgln Crown land be made avail-
able for selection in a shert period of time,
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but rather a realistic release of 60 to T0
blocks per annum. The first release would
test the demand and the type of applicant
available. Many of our established farm-
ers have sons old enough and keen to
tackle the job. Maost of these have access
to farm machinery and stock. There are
also young men: who are share-farming,
contracting, or managing properties who
have over the years saved thelr money in
the hope of one day being able to have the
opportunity to acquire land for themselves.

Our district is somewhat unique in that
there 1s ample potential for share-farming
and contracting on some of the larger
properties. A new settler would, therefore,
have the abllity to obtain outside income
during his establishment years. One
enterprise alone spends in excess of
$250 000 per year on contracting operations
and has a share-farming potential In ex-
cess of 20000 acres per year,

I would strongly recommend that the
Government view favourably this request
for the future stability of this region.

I would briefly like to comment on the
Federal Government’'s removal of tax con-
cessions for primary producers. As 1 have
stated hefore, our agricultural industry is
extremely efficient. We can produce goods,
ship them to distant markets, and offer
them at competitive prices against heav-
ily sunsidised competitors. This is no
chance happening; it has been made pos-
sible largely by incentives in our system,
The removal of these suhbsidies will dras-
tically restriet production which will not
be in the best national interest. The
farmer will still survive, but at a lower
production, higher price level. The eXport
income must fall because of decreased
volume. T would strongly stress that this
Government, liaise with the Federal Gov-
ernment for an urgent reappralsal of the
tax system.

Before I move away from this area there
is 2 need to make some reference to pro-
bate duties. A farmer is somewhat differ-
ent from fellow members of the commun-
ity in that during his working life he
invests surplus funds Into farm build-up.
His property, therefore. becomes his
superannuation investment. Probate dut-
ies are, therefore, somewhat akin to tax-
ing superannuation income. Such a tax
is grossly unjust. Sections of the commun-
ity who try to help themselves—and this
country—should be encouraged to do so,
not penalised.

I would now like to make reference to
secondary industry in relation to its abil-
ity to survive in country areas. The suhb-
ject of decentralisation of Industry is one
whichk could well cccupy a full address. It
would be my wish to speak more fully on
this matter at some future date. However,
there are a few points that I wish to high-
light while I have the attention of the
House. Before it i1s too late and while we
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have the opportunity, we should take heed
of the enormous social problems that
occur in areas of high density living. If
we really care for this country, and care
for the welfare and quality of life of our
people, we should realise the soclal ad-
vantages of decentralisation. FEconomics
must not be the sole criterion. It is very
much in the national interest that in-
dustry be not concentrated in one centre.

One could argue this point on defence
grounds alone. But more importantly, de-
centralisation is a vital factor to the stahil-
ity of regiona! towns, At the present time
our potential regional growth centres are
almost solely dependent on their agricul-
ture servicing rele. In times of agricultural
recession these industries are aften com-
pletely disrupted, employees are re-
trenched and, because of the lack of other
employment opportunities, move tp our gl-
ready crowded city. A diversity of industry
in these centres could cater for such dis-
ruptions or depressions that occur, absorb-
ing those displaced.

Economic considerations are the main
basis for the location of industry in the
Perth metropolitan region. It is up to our
Government to make it possible for in-
dustries to function viably in other re-
glonal centres, Incentives are necessary
initially and here I would like to mention
a tew leads in this direction as follows—

{1} Water and power would have to
be made available on site, as in
the metropolitan area and sold at,
or near, metropolitan prices.

(2) Freight concessions may have to
be considered for industries where
the raw materials are not avail-
able in the area.

(3) Government guarantees for the
establishment of new industry or
the expansion of existing ones
may be needed.

(4) Uniform telephone call charges
would have fo be considered or,
at the very least, considerably
medified from the present sys-
tem. This works quite satisfac-
torily with postage service
charges: $1.71 for a three-minute
phone call from Esperance to
Perth is a conslderable disincen-
tive for industry establishment at
our centre.

(5) The reduction or removal of pay-
roll tax would assist industry to
adjust more easily to establish-
ment in a regional centre. It has
been highly successful In Vietoria
and has been a major factor in
the establishment of large textile
operations in country areas.

(6) Housing: Because many rural em-
ployees are paid in excess of
awards or receive high pay bhe-
cause of skills, State Houslng
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Commission Homes are not al-
ways available to them. The ex-
pansion of the role of the indus-

triai and commercial hou§1ng
authority is a matter for serious
conslderation.

Not all factors are weighed against de-
centralisation. It has been demonstrated
that there have been many advangages
for indusiry to establish in regional
centres. A few of these need mentioning—

(1) Land is cheap.

12) Better quality of employees, less
absenteelsm, and less turnover.

(3) Travelling time to work is greatly
reduced.

(4) There are fewer
putes.

We have a very active and progressive
Department of Industrial Development
with many dedicated officers; but, until
industry is given financial inducement, no
positive change from the present central-
isation can be foreseen, at least in the
short term.

While on this subject, I would like to
make brief reference to a related matter—
the use of renewable energy sources. The
world oil crisis has stimulated many leg-
islators into rethinking the harnessing of
other power sources. We should not neg-
lect our interest in this matter. Australia,
hy virtue of 1ts latitude, has a tremendous
solar energy potential, It has a tidal power
availahility in the Kimberley of 300 000
megawatts. Are we doing enough to furthex
our future inferests?

1 would now like to deal with educa-
tional problems in my electorate. In the
primary area we are adequately serviced.
‘The Education Department is to be comph-
mented on its attention to the provision
of primary schools. Wherever there has
been a proven need the fullest co-opera-
tion has been forthcoming from thls de-
partment. The use of the demountable
classroom has been a boon to the estab-
lishtnent of primary schools in remote sec-
tions of the region.

The problems in education begin in the
post-primary area in the so-called distriet
high schools, of which there are four in
the electorate. Because of attendance
nurnbers it is not possible to upgrade these
schools to the status of senlor high school.

industrial dis-

The varfety and extensiveness of the
subjects taught leave much to be desired
because of limited staffing, which must
relate to the pupil ratio. Chlldren wishing
to continue their education to matricula-
tlon level are therefore handicapped. In
some Instances parents send thelr children
to the Esperance Senlor High School or
other high schools outside the area, or to
private schools, In an effort to give them
a Inore sultable, professionally-oriented
education,
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Hostel facilities have been made avail-
able by the authority at Esperance, Narro-
gin, and Katanning. Students wishing io
pursue their education to higher levels,
but who live beyond the range of high
school bus routes, complete their education
by residing at hosteis. The financial
burden on parents whose children attend
such hostels 1s a big imposition on many.
The Government has increased the allow-
ance pald to hostels but there is still room
for improvement. The annual fees range
upwards to about $1 000 per child per year.
The Isclated Children's Allowance Fund
pays $350 for each child, leaving approxi-
mately $650 to be met by the parents. This
is a considerable cost burden to many of
my constituents. I would urge the Gov-
ernment to glve further relief in this field
as it 1s precluding many from continuing
their education.

There is an urgent need for a senior
high school in the south-east wheatbelt
area. Lake Grace is the centre of this
vast and expanding region and is the logi-
cal slte. There are sufficlent student
numbers in the area t¢ warrant the build-
ing of this high schocl. The case for a
senior high school at Lake Grace could be
supported on the grounds that it would
upgrade the present distriet high school
therehy giving an inecreased number of
pupils the opportunity to receive a more
extended education, It would also enable
students to have a home situation during
weekends, which is now denled to most of
them because of the distance of their
present schools from their homes.

I would now like to ralse a few points on
local government, an area subject to a
revolution of thought by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The importance of having this
third level of government administered by
local people, who know and understand
their own problems, 1s of vital concern to
country people. Attempts fo reorganise
and reglonalise this form of government
wil] take it further from the people: this
will destroy its function and purpose.
Rather than taking power from local gov-
ernment there should be a move to expand
its responsibliities.

The reduction in CAR granis by the
Federal Government shows flagrant dis-
regard for country shire councils and
places them In a very serleus financial
position. These grants have been re-
duced by aspproximately 33 per cent. In
order that councils may remain viable, this
State Government has found it necessary
to increase licensing fees by 65 per cent,
but even with this Infusion of money shires
will receive only the same allocation as in
1973-74. Due to inflatlon and wage In-
creases, country road works and other pro-
grammes will have to be reduced by 20 to
30 per cent at least.

I would llke to illustrate the severity of
reduced funds to one shire—the Shire of
Kent—

Roadworks
$69 000.

progtamme reduced by
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Retrenchment of 33 per cent of staff,
axl'lld leaving two vacancles un-
filled.

55 per cent increase in rates—serious
to a shire where payment in 1973-
;814 was $105 per head of popula-

on.

I will now discuss one aspect of commun-
ity welfare. We are creating a select class
in our society, a group that does not have
to work; people who have gone heyond the
bounds of our society's traditlons and
rules; people who have hecome degraded
and degenerated by alcohol. After three
generations of contact with the white com-
munity, these Aboriginal people still have
not adapted to the white man's customs or
patterns of behaviour. They display little
motivation or drive and Iit{le will to
achleve; they have little dignity. Soclal
welfare money keeps them in idleness and
drink, The children with no parental
guldance soon follow in thelr elders’ ways.
Truancy from school is running at a very
high figure and petty crime is rife.

We now have on our hands a very
serious racial problem. Members should
go to Gnowangerup to see It if they do not
belleve me, but I suggest they do not leave
their cars unattended or stray out at night.
They should go just to see the wasted wel-
fare money, the smashed houses, and
sexual perfocrmances in the street—and I
am not over-dramatising the situation. The
submission to the Royal Commission by the
Gnowangerup Shire Council clearly spells
out the problem. The incldence of venereal
disease s high—20 per cent of the adult
population, and thls Includes three cases
of congenital syphills treated during 1973.
This problem of the Aborigines is being
compounded by an extremely high birth
rate. Do not let us hide away from this
problem. It has to be tackled now. Dig-
nity must be restored; motivation and
ambition must be encouraged; a sense of
purpose must be kindled in these people;
ad Iib drinking must be stopped. The
children are the victlms and our next
generation. What is going to be done to
save them from the same fate? Hand-outs
must include responsibilities to preserve
self-respect. This Aboriginal question 1s
a whole subject in itself; suffice it for me
just to touch on it here.

I now wish briefly to comment on hous-
ing preoblems. People are severely Qdis-
advantaged by lving in the country.
Building costs are between 25 and 30 per
cent higher in Roe than in the metropoli-
tan area, mainly due to the high cost of
freight. ‘This frequently results in counfry
building standards being generally lower
than in the city. Relief in respect of
transport charges is urgently needed if we
are to attract people to the country.

In the rural sector there are many farm-
ers llving in partitioned sections of thelr
farm sheds or in very substandard dwell-
ings. They are living under conditions

639

that many would not helieve possible in
1974. Their propertles’ assets may have
a value of tens of thousands of dollars, but
all ready cash is being used to maintain
their property improvements or provide
living essentials. Because they already are
heavily mortgaged, it is not possible to
raise loan money for even a humble cottage.
Banks rate housing on a farm property on
very low priority. The pioneering farmer’s
initial cash reserves had to be poured into
his land in order that it mlght become a
viable business enterprise, The home was
planned to come later, but, due to falling
prices, the day for the homestead has never
come, There is no joy in living in a shed,
I can speak with some experience on this
subject.

Provision of special Government funds
is urgently needed to finance housing on
farms. There need be no risk for the
Government. Purchase conditions could
be the same as for State Housing Coémmis-
sicn homes, The houses themselves could
be transportable or demountable and could
be removed if default oceurred in payment.

With new Crown land allocations a house
could be provided under these terms. It
would enable the farmer to sstablish his
interprise with some degree of comiort, and
would enable his wife to fulfil her home-
meker role. What other section of the
community is expected to pay cash for
their homes? Yet farmers are.

I would now like tc touch on the lack
of Government services in many rural
areas. We have in the electorate towns
with a population of 100 people or mare
which have no water or electricity sup-
ply. Ta Gavernment departments they
have low prioritles because the formula
applying to the supply of water and elec-
tricity reveals that the cost of the provision
of these services is a certaln percentage
above the mean. I must instance the case
of Hopetoun, which s a delightful coastal
resort. For nine months of the year the
roputation Is falrly constant, but for three
months during the summer the population
may quadruple. Largely because of this
infiux of tourists, the town must forego
its water and power. The Government will
not provide a substandard service and
must build dams and power houses to
cater for peak loads. The high cost is
then charged against the few permanent
services. With this system, few tourlst
towns will ever qualify for services. There
are many towns in Roe without water sup-
plies. Some are being considered but only
if the budgeted funds became a reality.
Governments talk of decentralisation but
the whole deal is & sham when 1t comes to
the provision of such a necessity as water.

In the region we are privileged to have
one million acres of national parks and flora
and fauna reserves. These areas include
the Fitzgerald, Cape Le Grande, and Cape
Arid national parks, and the Pingrun wild-
life sanctuary, plus the islands of the
Recherche Archipelago., Most of these
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reserved areas lie along the south coast
and contain magnificent scenery and a
wealth of flora and fauna. The use of these
reservations is now largely denied to local
residents and tourists. It is possible to
enter the Fitzgerald and Cape Arid nation-
al parks only by four-wheel drive vehicles.
There is an urgent need for Government
funds to provide access to selected areas of
our national parks. Funding for such works
is not possible from the limited resources
of local authorities.

The people in the Fitzgerald district are
only 25 miles from the coast, but to actu-
ally get to the beach Involves a trip of 70
miles or more. I am not suggesting a major
network of roads through these areas; only
a few selected accesses to beaches or scenic
spots. This tremendous asset must be
made mote fully avallable to our people.
Camping areas will have to be provided,
with assoctated facilities. The ranger ser-
vices will, no doubt, have to be expanded
as a safeguard against the spoiling of the
parks. No management practices have been
applied to the parklands. A rigid and co-
trolled system of burning to maintain our
flora is indicated.

As our soclety becomes more sophistica-
ted, the need for wilderness areas will
beccme greater. It is time to think now
and plan seriously for the uses we are
going to make of our parks, and their
management in the light of their preser-
vation for the future generations.

Before I conclude, one vital point needs
to be discussed. Planning for the future in
our region is an urgent priority: we have
just groped along during cur formative
vears. Servicing facillties, Government
utilities, and schools have sprung up more
or less as the need arose, with na overall
plan. It is my hope that industry, Govern-
ment disciplines, and planners can come
tozether, assess a region’s growth potential,
nominate growth focpl points, study and
integrate transport links, and set about
encouraging development along sound
lines.

Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [9.27 pum.]:
Mr Speaker, with other members I con-
gratulate you on your appointment to your
high office as Speaker of the House. I also
congratulate other members on thelr
election to this House of Parliament. I can
assutre them from experience that if they
do their job a seat In Parliament is not
an easy one to occupy.

I entered Parliament in 1968, and prior
to that I was the Secretary of the Miners'
Union for 17 years. During that time I
have seen Collie go up and doewn—probably
down more often than up! Since I have
been in this House I have on many occa-
sions taken the opportunity to draw the
attention of ali Governments, particularly
the Liberal-Country Pariy Governments,
to the plight of Colile and the coalmining
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industry. I have especially drawn attention
to the unbalanced and improper policies
that have been adopted in the generation
of power in Western Australa.

When we look back briefly to the early
19505, we recall that Collie was a town
which experienced a number of strikes.
Jobs were uncertain and when miners went
on annual leave at Christmas time they
were not sure a job would be available for
them when they returned. In 1954, 1560
employees were engaged in the coalmining
industry at Collie, and 500 men were em-
ployed In the rajlways. At that stage Collle
was a very viable town with a population
of around 11 000.

From then on we saw destruction—the
type of destruction the member for Can-
ning referreq to the other night. In 1960,
500 men were thrown out of work, 300
houses became empiy, and a number of
shops became vacant, as a result of the
polley initiated by the Brand Government.
Sir David Brand—who is in the House now
—when giving his memoirs to the Daily
News on the 5th June, 1972, said that one
of the hardest decisions he had to make
was to throw 600 men out of work and
deal Collie that unfortunate blow.

So it will be seen that since I have
been here I have attempted to draw the
attention of the Government to the re-
liance which this State at some point in
time would place on the ecoalmining in-
dustry. Reference to my submission in sup-
port of the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the State Electricity
Commission on the 7th Qctober, 1970, will
clearly demonstirate that I warned metn-
bers ©of the present Government of the
shortcomings of their policies so far as the
reliance on the Kwinana oil-burning power
station for the generation of power was
concerned. Of course, associated with this
policy, as you would weil know, Mr Speaker,
was the secrecy which surrounded the price
of oil. The Government of the day entered
into an agreement with the oil companies
not to divulge the price of fuel oil, We
know that wharfage charges did nat apply,
and that these policies were to the detri-
ment of the State and of the coalmining
industry in particular.

When the Government was investigating
he doubling of the capacity of the
Kwinana oil-burning power station it re-
ceived strong opposition from the trade
union movement and the Labor Opposition
of the day. It was argued by the then
Minister for Electricity (now the Hon. Sir
Crawford Nalder) that the eoal reserves in
Western Australia had a life expectancy
of only 30 years. I challenged that Agure
in this House and it was also challenged
by many authorities on ceal. It is note-
worthy now that a member in another
place—in the year 1974—said the other
evening whilst referring to coal that we
now have reserves of extractable coal in
excess of 282 million tonnes, as a result
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of the venture undertaken by Peabody
Coal, Western Collieries, and the State
Labor Government., Unfortunately I can-
not quote the name of that honourable
member because our Standing Orders do
not permit me to do so. However, he is
a Country Party member and he had the
audacity to say that. He also said that
he thought all along there was more coal
at Collie than the Government sald there
was, and he said he was a great supporter
of the use of coal. If he was such a great
supporter of coal all along, why did he not
inform his leader, whe was the then Min-
ister for Electricity, of the facts that he
purports now to record in Hansard after
the Labor Government has proved the re-
serves?

Members cannot deny that Collie has
had an unfortunate history. Women and
children have suffered in Collie, but now
I am very happy to say that we are look-
ing forward to an exciting futwe as a
result of the sane and sensible policies
introduced by the Tonkin Labor Govern-
ment. That Government set about ascer-
taining the amount of extractable coal in
the Collie field. As I have already guoted,
tne figure released was that the reserves
are in excess of 282 million tonnes. I am
confident—and only time will tell—that if
further leases are granted to the Griffin
Coal Mining Company millions of tonnes
of additional extractable coal will be dis-
covered between the Stockton and the
Ewington depressions.

I am confident that because the drilling
programines carried out in the early part
of this century were not of the high stand-
ard of the grid system which is now in use,
additional coal will be found as a result of
the grid system of drilling and that the
State will have no worries at all about
its reserves of coal, I only hope that when
the existing Minister is entering into nego-
tiations to renew oil contracis for the State
Eleetricity Commission he will not enter
into an agreement surrounded by secrecy.
I say that if it is good encugh for the
oil combines to know the price of coal,
then it is fair enough for the coal com-
panies to know the price of fuel ocil. No-
body could argue with that reasoning be-
cause if he did it would be tantamount to
saying that he agrees with unfair compe-
tition. Of course, that is precisely what
happened previously,

The oil companies set out not only in
Western Australia but in Australia, gener-
ally, to threaten the coalmining industry
and to undersell that industry so far as
thermal heating prices were concerned.
Whilst the oil companies made conces-
sional prices available to Governments,
they did not make those prices available
to farmers or to the general public. So it
will be readily appreciated that as a con-
sequence of this policy ihe man in the
street paid for the agreements which the
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Government of the day negotiated with oil
companies in regard to the supply of fuel
oil.

I hope—and again, only time will tell—
that the present Minister for Electricity
will not fall into the trap of entering into
a secrecy pact to the detrlment of the coal-
mining Industry in Western Australia when
the contracts are renegotiated. I under-
stand this will be consldered at about
Christmas.

Mr Mensaros: Let us know if you say
anything new.

Mr T, H, JONES: I am merely remind-
ing the Minlster—and it does not hurg
to be reminded on oceasions—that I hope
I will not have to get up in the House
later during his term of office and criticise
him for entering into that type of agree-
ment. I hope that the experience the Gov-~
ernment has gained will gulde it in future.
Surely it has learnt a lesson; surely it now
recognises the shortcomings of its pollcy
for power generation In Western Australia.
I do not know who was responsible for the
policy. I tried to find out, but I could not.
It was either a case of the Government
misleading the State Electricity Commis-
slon, or of the State Electricity Cominis-
slon misleading the Government. Irres-
pective of what happened, somaone Is
responsible for it. I think I was justified
in moving for the appolntment of a Royal
Commission to ascertain the reason for
the Insane, insecure policies which were
introduced and have now proved, as a
result of the Arab oil sltuation, to be to
the detriment of Western Australla and
of the coalmining industry.

I am pleased to say that during lts term
of office the Labor Government declded to
add additional units to the Muja station
at a cost of $87 millicn. That Government
declded, in view of the Arab oil situation,
to step up the plans for the additional
units. I understand the Fuel and Energy
Commiission, in conjunction with the SEC,
is considering whether or not to transfer
to Muja the last cil-fired unit planned to
be installed at Kwinana.

Obviously the ofl situation is well known
to both the Government and the State
Electricity Commission, so I hope they will
not permit the last unit for Ewinana to
be installed there, because the Minister
would know that on a relative heating
basis, coal delivered to Muja costs one-third
of the price of oil delivered to Kwinana.
I understand that to be the situation, al-
though I stand to be corrected. However,
I have good Informants, as the Minister
would well know. I am informed that on
a relative heating basis 2.17 tonnes of
coal equals the heating value of one tonne
of oil. On a relafive basls coal dellvered
to Muja costs one-third the price of ofl
dellvered to Ewlnana.
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The oll authoritles throughout the
world—and I have studied this scene very
closely, as members would be aware—tell
me that the tendency is for the price of
oll to increase.

1 am very happy to be ahle to stand up
tonight and say that at last there is no-one
more happy than I am sbout the situation
in Collle because we have provided some
rellef to the town. Job cpportunities will
be created for young people leaving
school; something we have never hbefore
witnessed In Collle. We will not see hun-
dreds of empty homes; in fact, already
new homes are starting to be built, and
two new shopping plazas are under con-
struction. There §s an air of prosperity in
the town, and it has been revitalised.

Of course, this air of prosperity has not
been brought about by the Liberal Country
Party Administration, and it is no good
saying that it has. We are looking forward
to a population of 12 000 to 15000 in the
future. One cannot say that this Is the
result of the policles of the Liberal Gov-
ernment because If we look at the—

Mr Rushton: At least give us the credit
for the shops.

Mr T. H. JONES: I have limited time
at my disposal and I cannot enter into
conversation with the Minister,

The position Is that when the Labor
Government took over Collle was In a
mess and we did not know where to turn.
The future was uncertain, and business-
men did not know whether or not to spend
capital on rencvating their buslnesses,
But now there is a completely different
outlook in the town. As a consequence,
during the last State election some Liberal
veople came to me and sald, “In view of
what the Labor Government has done for
our town I will support you In the elec-
tion"”., Whether or not they did support
me I do not know; we all receive promises
like that. These are people who are well
known to me and whom I hold In high
esteem.

Mr T. D. Evans:
majority?

Mr T. H. JONES: It was around 900;
but of course the rural scene affected the
position. At Brookhampton I won only 11
votes out of 90—the less said about that
the hetter!

Mr Nanovich:
burming ofl.

Mr Sibson: No, he criticised the Brook-
hampton bellringers.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going to tell
us who built the first big power statlon at
Collie? It was a Liberal Goverhment.

Mr T. H. JONES: I wish now to speak
of other things done for Collle by the
Tonkin Labor Government and to place on
record on behalf of the Collie people our
gratitude to that Government. If members
li_ten to what the Labor Government did

What was your

You must have been
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for Collle they will see why I am so thank-
ful to it. Pirstly there is the planned $87
million extension to the Muja coal-fired
power house. Then we have the long-
term coal confract for the mining Industry
which the Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment refused to enter into, despite repeated
requests year after year. I refer alsc to
comprehensive amendments to the Coal
Mine Workers (Pensions) Act; the provis-
fon of free marron fishing lcenses for
pensioners—we did not make them pay for
those licenses as members opposite did—
and the bullding programme which in-
cludes a high school canteen at a cost of
$19 000, a canteen at the Wilson Park
school at a cost of $12 630, a new police
station valued at $86 000, upzrading of the
Collle courthouse te the tune of $25 000,
the provislon of a new slow learners’
school at a cost of $25 000, additions to
the Collle hospital costing $1 million, and
a new Mines Department bullding at a
cost of $35000.

I am certain all members would know
that before the Labor Government took
over Collie was a depressed and forgotten
town; but as a result of the sane policies
implemented by the Tonkin Government
—of which I was honoured to be a mem-
ber—we now see a great future for Collie.
It will soon be bursting at the =eams.
However, I will say more about that at an
appropriate time later.

With regard to the question of railway
employees. we have had a tragic reduc-
tion from 500 in 1954 to less than 150
now. As a result of the changeover to
coal at the South Fremantle power station
and the East Perth power station, the up-
grading of the coal burnt at Bunbury, the
changeover to coal at the South Coogee
cement works, and the transportation of
coal to Capel by rail—something which
the Brand Government permitted to be
carted by road, thereby causing congestion
on the roads-—now one million tonnes of
coal in the round will be going out
of Collle each year, and this will mean
prosperity for the railways and the mining
indusfry.

In addition, I would like to refer to the
substantial amendments made during the
term of the Labor Government to the
Workers' Compensation Act. We intro-
duced the payment of average wages to
workers whilst they are on compensation,
and we upgraded the wvarious benefits
under the provisions of that Act.

A point that worrles me is that the State
Electricity Commission advertised in the
South. Western Times on the 8th August
for tenders for the construction of a num-
her of homes in Collie. That advertise-
ment appeared In the Bunbury newspaper,
but not in the Collie Mail. 1 want to
know—and I think I have the right to
know—why if building is to take place in
Collie the advertisement calling for tend-
ers should be confined to the Bunbury
newspaper of the 8th August. I have
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nothing against Bunbury, but surely if the
houses are to be constructed in Collie it is
good enough fo give Collie contractors the
opportunity to tender for the construction
of those houses. This is something I
would llke the Minister to inquire into,
because to say the least I do not think
Collie received a fair go.

T would like to refer now to some of the
funny things which occurred during the
last State election. I recall challenging
the wedding of the DLP and the Country
Party previously in this House and sug-
gesting that I might receive an invitation
to that wedding—which I did not receive,
Now the divorce proceedings have occur-
red and, once again, I received no invita-
tion to those proceedings. Of course, dur-
ing the Staie election we did not know
what was going on. Some members were
standing for the National Alliance, and
some for the Country Party. In a minute
I will prove by an exhibit that we do not
know at the present time whether certain
members in this House represent the
Country Party or the National Alllance,

It will be appreciated that the present
Premier challenged the Leader of the
Opposition in regard to certain statements
made and activities which took place dur-
ing the election campaign.

On the 8th June, 1974, the following
?eadins appeared in The West Austra-
fan—

Tonkin calls for names.

He called upon Sir Charles Court to name
the people about whom he was talking. It
must have been gratifying to the Premier
to have that statement recorded under his
name. If members cared to find out what
went on in Collie they would find they
did everything %o put me out of office ex-
cept kill me. In a moment I will prove
that this was one of the most underhanded
acts I have ever known since I have been
assoclated with polities, I will come to
the important one in 2 moment, but firstly
I wish to refer to an article which was
published in the Collie Mail of Thursday,
the 7th March, 1974, which was headed—

“Liberals will win Collie"—Sandy

Lewis.

That was his view, but unfortunately for
him the people proved him to be wrong.

I have here four photographs that were
taken by a member of the Labor Party
and they depict two cars in Colile that
were owned by a member who stood under
the political banner of the National Alli-
ance Party. But do members know what
that candidate did? She was endorsed as a
candidate for the National Alliance Party,
and yet she had Liberal stickers placed
on her car which stated, “Let us put things
right”. What a disgusting state of affairs!
Here was a candidate purporting to be a
member of the National Alllance Party
and yet she and her hushand were driving
arvound in cars on which were placed Lib-
eral Party stickers. That candidate lives
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only one door away from my home. What
a sltuation! It just shows to what depths
the National Alliance Party will go to try
to defeat a Labor candidate. That can-
not, be denied. Of course the Deputy Prem-
ier said he was concerned about the seats
the Country Party lost. He was concerned
all right!

However he was not concerned about
knocking my head off in Collle. If he
had done so he would have been laughing
his head off. He was, of course, concerned
about the public statements which indic-
ated that Mr McPharlin was worrled about
the trend away from the Country Party.
He is worrled all right! Nevertheless, as
scon as the members of his party enter
this Chamber they sit together and every-
thing is la-de-da from there on. I ask
this question: To what party do the
members supporting the Deputy Premier
belong? Do they belong to the National
Alllance, the Country Party, or what? A
reference to Hansard will show that every
member in this Chamber on the Govern-
ment side who does not have the “Lib.”
designation alongside his name, has the
letters “C.P.” agalnst his name which I
presume are an abbreviation for Country
Party. However, what do we find in the
medium of the Liberal Party with the title
of Today, which relates to current politics
in Western Australia?

Mr T. J. Burke: What is the date of
that publication?

Mr T. H. JONES: June, 1974. Inside
the cover of this publication appears the
heading, “New faces in State Parllament’.
The article then goes on to refer to Miss
Margaret McAleer and to Mrs June Cralg.
The front page of this publication is all
right, the middle 1s reasonable, but when
we reach the back page we find the fol-
lowing—

19%heral/'Natlcm:a.l Alllance Ministry

Well, well! I ask members opposite:
Where do they stand? One moment they
are marrled to the DLP and then the
next day they are divorced. They stand
as candidates for the National Alllance
Party and yet we find in the current
Hansard that they are recorded as being
members of the Country Party. They now
term themselves as being members of the
Liberal-National Alllance Ministry. What
a situation!

Sir Charles Court: You must be terribly
short of something to talk about!

Mr T. D. Evans: The first marriage end-
ed in an abortion.

Mr T. H. JONES: I now want to leave
that subject. For a moment I will turn
my attentlon to the Minister for Pollce,
because I think he would be very dissatis-
fied if I did not make some reference to
hils important porifolio. What is worrying
me is the activities of bikies in Western



644

Australla. I have here a copy of the
Collie Mail dated the Tth March, 1974, in
which appeared g statement which estim-
ated that 200 bikles took over Collle,

Mr Rushton: What is the date of that?

Mr T. H, JONES: The Tth March, 1974.
Mr Rushion: When was the election?

Mr T. H. JONES: What has that to
do with bikies? Does the Minister think
we orgenised them? I thought the Minister
had more mentality now that he is occupy-
ing a seat on the front bench. The ques-
tion of the bikies certalnly worrled me
and 1t would worry any other member of
this House who saw what happened In
Collie. I understand that a similar situa-
tion was evident in Brookton and Willilams,
The bikies came into the town and took
it over. They knocked the hats off the
police sergeants and they ripped the
stripes off their uniforms. I eongratulate
the police officers for the tolerance they
showed, but there has to be an end to
this type of activity in Western Australla.
Wheat happened in Collle was that they
were running around the town on thelr
motorbikes waving bike chains above their
heads. Some of them were lying In the
middle of the street drinking plonk and
beer from bottles, and one young lass was
seen urinating at the side of one of the
hotels. This was a ftragic situation. One
group of people got together and said,
“Let us throw them ot of our town.” The
hotels closed and, throughout the town,
people were most concerned. We certainly
have to do something about incidents such
as this. Everyone in Western Australia will
say, “We must put an end to this type of
activity”, but what are we to do?

Mr OConner: We have taken some
action.

Mr T. H. JONES: I recommended to the
Minister for Police several courses of
action that couid be taken. One was that
helicopters should be provided to control
such disturbances, because do members
know what happened? When the bikies
agreed to leave Collie nobody knew where
they were going. It was thought that they
would go to the Wellington Weir after
they had been granted a certain amount
of liguor, but when a visit was made to
the Wellington Weir next day they could
not be found.

I am serious when I say that helicopters
are a must as far as this new task force is
concerned. Why should any young person
drive around a town on his motorcycle
waving a hike chain above his head? We
should introduce an amendment to the
law making it mandatory for a hike chain
to be fixed to the motorcycle. If mem-
bers had seen the incident in Collie they
would agree that it was no laughing
matter, and it is ecertainly not good
enough.

[ASSEMEBLY.]

I was worried about the women and
children in the town, and I repeat that it
should be made mandatory for blke chains
to be affixed to the motorcycle. Bikies or
anvone else should not be permitted to
enter hotels waving bike chains above
their heads. The Government should give
consideration to this very important mat-
ter,

Mr O'Connoyr: This js covered by the law
now.

Mr T, H, JONES: I have a letter here
from Mr Sims which states that this
matter was not considered by me, but I
would like to point out that although I
am not looking for any praise this is one
of the suggestions I advanced,

Mr O'Connor: It is a problem.

Mr T, H, JONES: Today I asked a ques-
tion as to what equipment has been sup-
plied to the Police Force and at what
expense, and the Minister replied that he
would not divulge the information because
it would be harmful to certain individuals.
I believe that we, as responsible people in
the community, have a right ito know
what the task force consists of.

Mr O'Conner: I am prepared to give the
member the information later,

Mr T. H. JONES: Why should there be
any secrecy about this? Why should we
not be eble to say to the public, “We have
now provided protection against bikies”?
Why all the secrecy?

Mr O’Connor: Read the answer to the
question and you will see the reason.

Mr T. H. JONES: That i3 all I want to
say about the bikie incident and I hope
the Minister will consider what I have
said.

Another maitter that concerns me is
that I asked that the interviewing auth-
orities should interview the hoteliers and
the people in the town, but they would not
agree to that. The information made
available to me is that they Interviewed
the bikie group, but they would not in-
terview the people who were concerned at
Collie. If it was good enough to interview
the bikies it was good enough to inter-
view the pecple in the town where these
incidents took place.

8ir Charles Court: Which interviewers
are you talking about?

Mr T. H. JONES: I am talking about
the police. A police investigation was con-
ducted. From memory, I think Mr Court
conducted the inquiry. For the Premiers
information, the request was made
through me that he should interview the
townspeople.

Mr O'Connor: Why did you not speak
to your Minister at the time and ask him
to do something about it?

Mr T. H. JONES: We went out of our
way—

Mr O’Connor:
approach me,

I am sure you didn't
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Mr T. H. JONES: I am not blaming the
Minister, but if he cares to make some
inquiries he will see what action I took
concerning the matter.

Mr Laurance: Get the TLC to write to
residents and invite these people into
their homes; they did it at Exmouth. That
will Aix it.

Mr T. H JCNES: I now turn to the
important subjects of venereal disease and
prostitution. These are questions which are
exercising the minds not only of people
like myself but also must be exercising
the mind of almost every member of Par-
liament. Firstly, I draw attentlon to the
rapid increase of vencreal discase in West-
ern Australia. The figures supplied to me
in this House on the 7th August, 1974,
show that in 1964, 403 cases of venereal
disease were reported, but in 1974 the es-
timated number of reporfed cases will be
2600; an increase, in 10 years, of over
600 per cent. This is most disconcerting.
I ask the question: What do we intend to
do to solve this problem?

I know a Federal conference is to be
held to consider not only this issue but
other matters. The situation must cer-
tainly be concerning the medical practi-
tioners in this State. It certainly concerns
me as a member of Parliament and any
responsible member will admit that it
must be of some concern to him. This is
something to which the Government must
give immediate attention. I repeat again
the figures I have quoted to show the
rapid increase of venereal disease In this
State. In 1964 the number of reported
cases was 403 and the estimated number
of reported ceses for 1974 is 2600. That
is enough to say on this matiter.

I now turn to the guestion of prostitu-
tion and the operation of call girl services
and massage parlours, and the concern
generally being expressed in certain sec-
tions of the Police Force. I think the Min-
ister would know what I am saying in
connection with this matter. In the Daily
News of the 30th July, 1974, appears an
article headed~—

CP seeks inquiry on prostitution.

This is a report on the Country Party
State conference where members present
expressed concern. An extract from that
article reads—

A former State president, Mr P.
Thorn, who moved an urgency motion
on prostitution, sald that before the
State election the Liberal Party had
agreed to have a parliamentary sel-
ect committee investizate the matter.

This is no laughing matter. It is a very
serious matter, especially in view of the
high increase of venereal disease in this
State. In what sector are attempts being
made to combat 1t? I know the answer,
but I will leave it to the Minister to ascer-
tain from where this high incidence of
VD is emanating.
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It 1s essential for us to find ways and
means o cope with the massage parlours,
because there is no doubt about their set-
up. From my lnvestigations there is no
doubt that hundreds of escort agencies
have heen established.

Mr O’'Connor: From where did you get
your information about the hundreds?

Mr T. H. JONES: If the Minister has
read The Sunday Times he would know.
I have not a copy of that newspaper
available now, but I couid table a copy
when the House sits tomorrow. The
Minister knows betier than I do about the
number of massage parlours and escort
agencles In Western Australia. If the
Minister is not aware of that I will supply
him with the information, seeing that I am
his shadow Minister.

I want to put forward this point in re-
speet of prostitution generally: What
action does the Government intend to
take in respect of this matter? Surely it
is our obligation as members of the com-
munity to ensure that the public are pro-
perly informed on this question, because
of the grave concern that has been ex-
pressed. The Government should face up
to this situation, and unless it does the
Opposition will do everything in its power
to let the people know what Is golng on.

The main emphasis in this part of my
contribution to the debate is on the mas-
sage parlours, the escort agencies, and the
problems associated with police adminis-
tration. No doubt members are aware that
2 number of questions have been asked in
the House in relation to this subject, and
certain answers have been given. I agree
it is not an easy subject to deal with, but
I think the Government has a responsi-
bility to take some positive action to inform
the people in general of what is going on.

Mr O'Connor: Would you like to suggest
what action should be taken?

Mr T. H, JONES: I will not suggest what
action ghould be taken.

Mr O’Connor: I thought you were trying
to be helpful,

Mr Sibson: You should try to co-operate.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am very co-operative,
and the honourable member told me that
years ago. I hope that some consideration
will be given to the matter I have raised.

The next guestion I wish to raise con-
cerns the Minister for Housing. Firstly, 1
am not satisfled with his decislon not to
erect homes in Collie. It cannot be denied
that there will be 40 new construction em-
ployees at the Muja power station, and by
December, 1977, there will be an additional
600 employees. In fairness to the Minister
he said he considered that employees who
are to be engaged in the coalmining indus-
try at Collie are already employed in the
town. I pointed out to him in a letter that
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the jobs which those men are leaving will
have to be filled by other people. Already
24 additional railway employees have come
into the town, and by Christmas another
40 canstruction workers will be there.

1 understand that at the present time
there are only five vacant houses in Collie.
Young people who have contacted me have
said that they could not find accommaoda-
tion at Collie, because of the conditions laid
down by the State Housing Commission one
of which is that the tenant must have a
family. Iam raising this matter because it
causes concern not only to myself but to
the local authority. I hope the commis-
sion will look into the question of providing
more homes at Collie urgently.

Mr O’Neil: You can rest assured that
your representations are being looked into
by the commission, and the requirements
of the town are being considered. You
were complaining that the State Electricity
Commission had inserted an advertisement
in & newspaper for erecting certain houses.
That appeared in a Bunbury newspaper. It
is my understanding we have no pro-
gramme for Collie.

Mr T. H. JONES: The advertisement ap-
peared in the South Weslern Times.

Mr O'Netl: What you sald was the SEC
called for State Housing Commisslon
homes.

Mr T. H JONES: I stand to be cor-
rected. One other comment I wish to make
relates to the polley of the Housing Com-
mission. We have experienced a very heavy
winter in Western Australla. In many
centres the laneways and drlveways of
residences have become boggy. The State
Housing Commission will not make avai-
able gravel to enable the laneways and
driveways to be used. The commisslon
says it 1s the responsibility of the oc-
cupler to supply the gravel, but I do not
agree with that contention.

Last week I inspected a number of homes
in Donnybrook which come into this
category. I would ask the Minister to
look into thelr pllight, especlally where
widows, aged people, and low wage earn-
ers are concerned. It should not be thelr
responsibility to supply gravel.

Mr O’Nefl: You are talking about the
crossways from the roads.

Mr T. H, JONES: I am not talking about
the responsibility of the local authorlty,
but about the driveways of the Houslng
Commission homes, I have made ap-
proaches to the commission, but no-one
there can do anything about the matter
because of an Instructlon glven by the
commission. In vlew of what I have sald
I would like the Minister to look Into
this very important question.

One point I wish to raise concerns the
schools in my electorate. Recently we had
a visit from the Minister for Education,
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but after his visit he said that the depart-
ment would not he able to do anything
for the schools at Collle. This concerned
me greatly, because the home economlics
centre 1s In a shocking condition. The
stoves are In disrepair, there are insuffic-
fent power points, the space is Inadequate,
and washing vp has to be done in small
hasins on a table. Replacements are
needed and repalrs are required. At the
laundry centre no water service Is con-
nected to the troughs, and the students
and staff have to carry the water in
buckets, Surely we are not llving in the
days of the old Anglo-Saxons of Britain!

Mr O°Neil: Did we pull out all these
servtg’es when we became the Govern-
ment?

Mr T. H. JONES; Surely In these days
we can expect something better than that.
I turn to another matter and this con-
cerns the Minister for Police. He accepted
our Invitation to inspect the Donnybrook
gaol. When the Premier was in Bunbury
recently he sald that the courthouse there
was In a deplorable condition. If that is
the case I would llke him and the Min-
ister for Police to spend a night in the
Donnybrook gaol to see the conditions at
first hand, because I cannot find words to
express them. White ants have ravaged
all the boards.

In the bullding there s one little court-
room, and when the magistrate 1s con-
sidering his decision everyone In the room
has to go outslde, The house there is
occupled by the police sergeant, and the
floor is In a shocking condition. On behalf
of the people of Donnybrook I make a
ﬁllia to the Minister to upgrade the facil-

S.

I would point out that if the bullding
were in Collie I would bring the health
Inspector along and put forward the sug-
gestion that the premises be condemned.
Ido not think the Minister will deny that
this situation exists at Donnybrook. Re-
peated representations have been made,
and the difficulties confronting police ad-
ministration—with only ene small room for
use by the sergeant and the police officer—
have been emphasised. Something must
be done to overcome the problem. I leave
those thoughts with the Minister for Police.

I wish to make a plea in respect of a
road in my electorate. This i1s the road
over which the Minister and Mr lLewis—a
member for the Lower Central Province—
have driven. I am referring to the
Donnybrook-Mumballup Road. It is only a
small section of road. The traffic which
uses this road has been building up, and
the condition of the road is causing night-
mares to the drivers of heavy vehicles.
This road is used by motorists travelling to
Katanning and other centres. I make a
g;e?tt,o the Minister to effect improvements
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Mr O'Connor: We do have a few small
problems in respect of road funds.

Mr T. H. JONES: One would not think
so, in view of the financial handout from
the Federal Government.

Mr O’Neil: You are always humorous!

Mr T. H. JONES: In the time remaining
I want to put up a case on behalf of the
small sawmillers in the south-west. I
appreciate that the present Minister for
Forests has onhly assumed the portfolio re-
cently. Before doing so I wish to say that
I have one other matter to raise concern-
ing the Minister for Police.

No timber permits have been granted to
the small sawmills. We are aware of the
agreement with Hawker Siddeley under
which the State sold vast areas of timber
whieh at the present time are not being
used., Furthermore the mill previously be-
longing to the State Sawmills is not in use,
and as a consequence small sawmillers
throughout the south-west will be foreed
1o close down operations unless something
is done to assist them.

Mr Ridge: Is it not correct to say that
the small sawmills there were established
on the basis that they obtalned their tim-
ber from private property?

Mr T. H. JONES: Not altogether. There
are a number of these small sawmills at
Bowelling and Noggerup which have access
to Government leases. I am aware of
the situation relating to the availability of
forest land, and the effect of the jarrah
dieback disease, A number of small oper-
ators will be put out of business. There
are some reserves in the Warren electorate,
such as the Worsley and the Nerth Bowel-
ling reserves; yet small operators are being
put out of business. I plead with the Min-
ister for Forests to see whether something
can be done to assist the small saw-
millers who are placed in this position,

The last point I wish to raise relates to
the railways. Something has to be done
about the deraiflments. From the figures
that have been supplied to me in answers
to questions there have been 62 derailments
in 1974, The railway unions are concerned
about these derailments,

From investigations we have made we
understand the authorities do not agree
that derallments are brought about by
lack of maintenance. It has been fairly
established that when the requisite labour
was available there were fewer derallments,
I refer to the avallabillty of fettlers; and
maintenance of the rails was their job,
The fettlers were very conscientious work-
ers. In that perlod we did not have the
same number of derallments as we have
had in recent times. An indication of the
slituation which exists is revealed by the
62 derallments this year. For the period
from 1960 to this year the numbers of
deraflments have been glven. In 1960
there were 36 derailments; in 1969 there
were 37; in 1971 there were 48; and up to
date in 1974 there have been 62.
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In view of those figures it is time the
Minister for Rallways and the Commis-
sioner of Railways implemented another
policy dealing with the Increased number
of deraliments In Western Australla, Why
are these derailments occurring? I under-
stand that under the contract system that
is now adopted the standard of workman-
ship is not as high as it was under the
day-labour system. The figures of derail-
ments are revealing and the rallway unions
are congerned. I have been requested by
them to hring this matter to the notice of
the Government.

In relation to the proposed cancellation
of certain metropolitan ratl services, I
asked a question on the Ist August. The
question was—

(1) Will he advise if the rallway de-
partment 1s considerlng the can-
cellation of suburban rail cars
after 8 p.m, from Monday to
Friday inclusive, after 1 pm. ¢on
Saturdays and all rallears on
Sundays?

The answer was—

(1) to (3) The MTT 1is currently
examining the service belng pro-
vided by public transport in the
urban area, including the railway
service, with a view to co-ordinat-
ing the various transport modes
into an Integrated system which
will utillse each to the best ad-
vantage,

If the reduction in suburban rail services
comes Into effect it will be a tragedy. The
Government should be considering the
Introductlon of more feeder services, and
looking into the electrification and ex-
tenston of the rail system.

It seems to me that we should look into
the extension of the rallway system,
whether the propesal be an extension to
the Rockingham ares, the Wanneroo area,
ar some other area. We have to make an
attempt to reduce the number of motor
vehicles on the roads and extend the rail-
way system. I hope that electrification of
&he railway system will be the order of the

ay.

I have also been asked to ralse ancther
questior} cOﬁcerr‘;virlllg the Minister for Rafl-
ways. ask: ¥y does a cup of tea
50¢ on the Indian Pacific? d cost

Mr O’Neil: It must be good teg!

Mr T. H. JONES: Surely it is not
reasonable to have to pay 50c for a cup of
tea. Another charge which I consider to
be unreasonable—and no doubt other
people have the same thought—is that aof
40c for a can of beer on the train. Why
is 1t necessary to charge these excessive
prices? Most people who travel on the
train enjoy a drink while travelling to
the Eetste;él States but a charge of 40c
seems to extravagant,
for oo hinn The charges are

Mr Clarko: What is the
Commonwealth Rallways? price on the
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Mr T. H. JONES: The same.
Mr Clarko: What Is the reason?

Mr T. H. JONES: The honourable mem-
ber can use his gold pass and go for a
trip on the train. It 1s a lavely run to
Kalgoorlie and once he has got to Midland
he can buy a can for himself.

Mr Sibson: The prices are probably set
in Canberra.

Mr T. H JONES: Canberra does not
run the Kalgoorlie to Perth section of the
rallway.

Mr Rushton: It would ke to.

Mr T. H. JONES: The honourable
member knows which Government is re-
sponsible for the Perth-Kalgoorlie section,

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr T. H. JONES: 1Is that all? My last
point concerns Aborigines. I am very con-
cerned about the policy of assimilation for
Aborigines in Western Australia. 1 con-
sider we have not yet found the answer to
the question. Some very good Aboriginal
families live iIn my area, as would probably
be the case in the electorates of other
members in the Chamber. However, we
have the unfortunate position whereby
some Aboriginal families do not want to be
assimilated and they would far rather live
in another environment.

We have the homemaker service, and
other services, doing an excelient job, but
in some cases it would not matter if the
homemaker lived with the Aborigines he-
cause they do not want our way of life. I
ask: Is it fair to force this kind of life onto
those people?

I noted that those who are responsible
for the policy which is applied thought it
would be the answer but I can honestly say
that in the electorate I represent ihere
are a number of instances of Aboriginal
families who do not want our way of life.

My view is that we have to look into
the question of assimilation before the
Ahorigines are put into the various types
of accommodation. I do not suggest that
they should return to the reserves because
that way of life does not suit them either,
We have to create a way of Iife in certain
areas so that we can assist these people,
Homemakers could go to such areas and
help the Aborigines until they are ready to
come out and be assimilated, They should
want to live that type of life.

I think most members will agree that a
number of Aboriginal families are living in
State Housing Commission homes against
their will, Why force them? At some stage
we will have to have an examination of
this problem.

In conclusion, I want to say that we
have happy days in the coalmining in-
dustry. I will not be referring to “Old
King Coal’ for a while, unless the Gov-
ernment runs off the rails again. In that
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event I will be here trying to get it back
onto the rails, as I have been trying to do
for the past nine years.

At long last Collie is an exciting {own.
We have a bright future and I thank the
Tonkin Government for implementing the
policies which brought this about.

MR SIBSON (Bunbury) [10.20 pm.]: I
rise to support the motion before the Chair.
This is the second occasion I have been
elected to this House in a period of just
over 12 months, and on this occasion Y
retwrn, in all my glory, with my 48 vote
majority and for that I am very grateful,

Mr. T. J. Burke: Your 48 votes are better
than 12,

My Clarko: Twelve votes are better than
none.

Mr SIBSON: I belleve I am the last
speaker to the Address-in-Reply and I
would like to say, Mr Speaker, on behalf
of myself and the people of Bunbury, how
bleased we are that you have been elevated
to the position you now hold. Many people
in my electorate have voiced their opinions
—having watched you over many years—
and said how pleased they were at your
election. They indicated they were certain
you would bring dignity to the position you
hold, which you have already proved.

I would again thank the staff of Parlia-
ment House for the way in which they
have co-operated with me, and with other
members, and for the wonderful job they
do in assisting us in the work associated
with Parliament.

I would like to record my appreciation
to the electors of Bunbury for the way in
which they supported me. I have found
my electorate to be possibly one of the
most evenly balanced in the State and it
seems that once the election is over every-
one closes ranks and supports the member
elected, For this I thank the etectors.

In passing, I would like {0 refer to Bob
Wells and his wife, Madge. Bob Wells was
my opponent at the last election and I
thank him for a very clean election cam-
paign.

Mr Taylor: Congratulations,

Mr SIBSON: I would like to say a little
about the America’s Cup. Western Aus-
tralia could well win this coveted trophy
this year, and we congratulate Alan Bond
and his team for the time, effort, energy,
and money put into the challenge. We, in
Bunbury, have a particular interest be-
cause Mr Newton Roberts is one of our
well-known residents.

Mr Clarko: Particularly when he won the
lottery.
Mr SIBSON: Mr Roberts 1s a member

of the salling team, and he was also
fortunate enough to win a lottery worth
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$35 000. Perhaps my reason for comment-
ing 15 that ke might consider me when he
comes back! I think we all agree that
the America’s Cup, whether we win, lose,
or draw, will puf Western Australia on the
worid scene again in a similar fashlon to
our “City of Lights” a few years ago.

I would now like to talk ahout the town
of Bunbury which has existed for many
years, having been founded during the
18th Century. Bunbury has produced
some very fine Dpeople.

Mr Bryce: Yes, some very fine people.

Mr SIBBON: Some of them seem to
have a little prablem on top!

Mr Bryce: John Forrest,
others.

Mr SIESON: Bunbury is the centre of
a very great region and we have heard
something tonight concerning the areas
surrounding that region. Bunbury Is in-
volved in various commercial and indus-
trial activitles. Our town centies around
the port and port activities. The port
provides much work within the town, and
it attracts work from outside the town by
way of exports. As I have sald, the town
revolves very much around the port; the
port has been the means of making Bun-
bury successful and has allowed develop-
::nent over a wide area surrounding the
own.

Mr Coyne: Bunbury has a mighty fine
golf course, too.

Mr SIBSON: The commerclal section
of Bunbury 1s quite unique In that we have
many small businesses. They are owned
mainly by owner-operators who employ
small staffs. In this way the unigue situ-
atlon has arisen whereby the employer-
employee relationship Is very good. That
is one of the reasons we rarely have any
industrial strife.

Bunbury has a very large Public Service
for a town of iis size but we have to take
into consideration that the Public Service
caters for many of the surrounding towns.
In fact, in some cases it services the whole
of the region, Over the years a strong
work force has been bullt up in the Public
Service.

I would like fto mention the many
voluntary and sporting organisations which
exist in Bunbury. The town council has
taken out a list of those organisations and
they number in excess of 400. They play
a valuable part in the work done through-
out the township. The voluntary organ-
isations do a good job in the community
and they contribute much by raising money
and by producing creatlve ideas. The
sporting organisations accommodate the
youhg people and keep them occupled dur-
ing thelr many hours of leisure.

Bunbury goes back a long way inte his-
tory and for the benefit of those who do
not know much about it I have with me a
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few pages from The Cyclopedip of Western
Australia which was printed in 1912, An
article about Bunbury reads as follows—

The city of Bunbury, which takes its
name from Lieutenant Bunbury of
H.M.S. "“Beagle,” and not from the
family which settled there in the early
days, Is picturesquely situated on the
shores of Koombana Bay, 115 miles
by rall south of Perth, and 1s destined
from its position, deslgned by Nature
and improved by art, to become the
commercial metropolls of the great
southwest,

What we believe about Bunhury today was
apparently belleved about it in the very
early days. Another interesting point in
the article reads as follows—

The Collie and the Preston Rivers,
with their many tributaries, help to
swell the waters of the Estuary, whose
surface is dotted with wild fowl and
whose depths are filled with fish—a
veritable paradise for the sportsman.

We know that Is nof quite so true today.
However, every effort is being made,
through conservation committees and other
bodies, to make sure this valuable asset is
maintained for use by people Interested in
sport, Angther interesting item in the
article reads—

Historically Bunbury looms large in
the annals of Western Australla.
Though the honour strictly belongs to
Picton, a small village some three or
four miles away, Bunbury is generally
known as the birthplace of Sir John
Forrest, Western Australla’s greatest
son.

The member for Vasse will not like the
next comment. It is-—

As g summer resort Bunbury prob-
ably holds pride of place in the estima-
tion of the pecple of this State. For
this its natural advantages are largely
responsible,

However, T will add a little to that com-
ment: I bhelieve that other towns such as
Mandurah and those in Vasse now have
a good tourist potential.

Mr T. J. Burke: And Rockingham.

Mr SIBSON: That is a little out of the
territory. The towns to which I have re-
ferred have grown and have a large tourist
potential, and they help to bring wealth
to the south-west coast of Australia. To
continue the article—

Commercially Bunbury must of nec-
essity have a prosperous outlook.

We must bear in mind that we are talking
about the fairly early days. To continue—

It is the natural port of shipment
for the produce of this portion of the
State. The cosal output from the Collie
fields, the produce of the rich Bridge-
town district, and the timber gathered
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from the various mills in the back
country, all gravitate naturally to
Bunbury for export.

Of course, over the years this has proven
to be so. All the produce that has an ex-
port potential eventually gravitates to the
town.

Here is a very interesting piece and it
concerns what is actually happening in
Bunbury today. It proves how long ago the
original thinking and planning took place,
It says—

So great has been the development,
however, that the question of further
facilities has been for some time under
consideration, and soundings have
been taken with a view of ascertaining
the possibility of cutting a canal
through Point Casuarina, and thus
providing an inner harbour in the
Estuary capable of accommodating an
increased shipping trade.

Today we have that inland harbour—the
first stage is just about finished.

I would like to inform the House about
a few of the people who have left their
mark very solidly on the town and elec-
torate. Again, in The Cyclopedia of West-
ern Australia, we find these comments—

Thomas Hayward, who repre-
sented the Wellington distriet in the
Legislative Assembly from 1903 to 1911,
is & son of the late Mr. Thomas Hay-
ward, of Ringshall, Suffolk, England.
.. . In 1862 he opened a small store
at Bunbury for the retailing of iron-
mongery and farming implements, and
in the course of time built up a large
connection, with the result that the
business is now the largest of its kind
in the south-western district.

It must be remembered we are talking of
the pericd prior to 1912. That business
has grown today to the extent that recently
it has been completely rebuilt and restocked
to the tune of $4 million for Boans Limited.
So the business built up by Thomas Hay-
ward all those years ago still leaves its
mark on the town.

Another well-known family in the town
is the Roberts family, I referred to Mr
Newton Roberts a short time ago, and I
presume he is either the grandson or great-
grandson of Frederick William Roberts,
who is referred to as follows—

Frederick Williamsn Roberts, pariner
in the firm of Thomas Hayward &
Son,—

In fact, members of the family still hold
shares in the firm. To continue—

Mr. Roberts has taken some part in
public affairs, and was one of the ori-
ginal members chosen by the Govern-
ment to form the Bunbury Harbour
Board,—-

The Roberts family is still connected with
the Bunbury Harbour Board. Mr Fred
Roberts, the brother of Newton Roberts,
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and also of the late George Roberts—the
member for Bunbury for some years—is
now Chairman of the Bunbury Port Auth-
ority.

An old firm in Bunbury which is still
going today is Belgel's Brewery, which was
started by Edgar Herbert Zollner. This
company no longer operates as a brewery
but it is now a liquor bond outlet for the
south-west and still operates under the
name of Beigel's Brewery. This is an-
other family which contributed to the well-
being of the town and electorate in which
I live,

Another man of history who left his
mark on the town was the first mayor.
The Cyclopedia states—

Augustus Frederick Spencer, ship-
ping and coaling agent, Bunbury, is a
son of the late Hon, Willlam Spencer,
ML.C, . . . He took a very active part
in the early development of the district
and cccupied a seat on the Council
Trust before Bunbury was gazetted a
mayoralty, subsequently being elected
to the mayoral chair on five different
occasions.

Frederick Oscar Benckendorff, ship-
ping, forwarding, coallng, and Insur-
ance agent, Bunbury, . . . at one period
he held a seat in the Bunbury Town
Council, whilst at present he occuples
the pasition of chairman of the Bun-
bury Chamhber of Commerce. He is a
member of the South-Western and
Commercial Clubs.

Mr Benckendorft spent a great deal of his
life working for the many organisations in
the town and district.

I feel I should mention a man whose
family name is well known in Bunbury—
Walter Jack Buswell We are given the
following information about him-—

Walter Jack Buswell, contractor and
brickmaker, . . . His works, situated at
Glen Iris, are the scene of busy indus-
{ry. The plant is capable of producing
40,000 bricks per week.

In those days, that would have been a great
many bricks.

The last man I wish to mention was con-
nected with an industry very dear to the
south-west—butter-making. The comment
here is very interesting. It says—

Owen Hinkley, manager of the Bun-
bury Butter Company, Limited, . . .
This enterprise was inaugurated by
dairy farmers and residents of the
south-west district and is conducted on
co-operative lines, similar to those
which have proved so successful in the
Eastern States. . . . the output of but-
ter from the factory rising from 23
tons 12 cwt, during the first year to 50
tons 17 cwt. for the year closing in
1911, while the number of farmers to
avail themselves of this market for
their dairy products has increased
from 77 to 160
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I do not have here the figures in relation
to the dairving industry today, but I am
sure members will agree with me that the
increase in primary production over the
years has been phenomenal.

Having spoken about Bunbury and told
members a little of its history, I would like
to mention some of the surrounding shires
that support the town. I say at the out-
set that, whilst Bunbury is a growing and
thriving town generating a great deal of
activity within itself, it is very dependent
an the surrounding shires, and we are very
~rateful for the support of the people liv-
ing in them.

Some years ago a survey was under-
taken and it was found that the retail
input to the town was roughly 50 per cent
from within Bunbury itself and 50 per
cent frem the surrounding region. So this
proves that the local shires are very im-
portant to our town.

The Capel Shire is one of the closest to
Bunbury. There is a fairly strong rural
activity—dairy and ©beef production
amongst other things—in this shire. A
milk manufacturing plant at Capel draws
in milk from the southern areas and it
is the home of the black sands. Up to
date this area has produced nearly seven
million tons of mineral sands. The com-
pany commenced in 1956 with a staf of
six, and in 1973 it was emploving 33%
people in the industry. We must remem-
ber that each employee has a family, so
that this industry is important not only
to Capel but also to Bunbury. Some of
the workers live in Bunbury and Bussel-
ton, and other peaple are employed in sup-
porting industries. It is indeed a very
necessary industry for our area, and it is
gratefully accepted.

Busselton is one of the very popular
tourist towns. It is set in a very strong
rural region, but as well as this, its com-
mercial areas are growing every day, and
they play a great part in servicing the
area.

Traditionally the timber industry has
played a strong part in the activities of
this shire. It continues to do so, but
the outstanding feature at Busselton is
tourism. I believe it is feir to say that
Busselten ranks as one of the best tour-
ist resorts in our State today. We are
grateful to the tourists who come to the
town, but we must not forget the work
done by the shire and the people who
live in the town to encourage visifors to
the area.

The next in line, going towards the bot-
tom of the State, is the Augusta-Mar-
garet River Shire. I spent the first 21
vears of my life there, and I know quite
a lot about the area.

The main industries in this shire are
dairying and timber, although for many
vears it has been known as the Cinderella
part of the State as far as the dairying
industry is concerned. However, after
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many struggles, it has forged through and
the dairying and cattle-raising properties
are falrly well established. The timber
industry today is not as significant as it
was. At ¢ne time when timber was boom-~
ing over 2000 people were domiciled at
Karridale.

At Cowaramup, my home town, a wine
industry i being established. People from
all over tiie world have studied this area,
and they cay it has the potential to become
one of the best wine-growing areas in the
State. This is another area which con-
tributes very much to the afluence of
Bunbury because many people come to
Bunbury and spend their money.

The town of Nennup is rather small,
but it has a good rural background. Of
course, it is a well-known timber town, not
only in the milling of jarrah, but also in
the planting and growing of pines. Nan-
nup could he considered to he the centre
of the pine-growing industry.

Let use move across to the Shire of
Manjimup—another very important shire
as far as Bunbury is concerned. It is
becoming more and more important every
day because of the plans for the area.

The Shire of Manjimup contributes to
the wellbeing of the whole area, and I
have always had & reasonably close asso-
ciation with this shire. The main acti-
vity is with timber, but it also has a
strong rural backeround, Forestry Is a
very strong feature of the Manjimup dis-
trict, and with the advent of the wood
chipping Industry, this reglon wlll be in
much closer contact with our town at
Bunbury. We look forward to a close
association in the export of wood chips.

Coming bhack up the line, people in the
Bridgetown-Greenbushes area 1rely on
fruitgrowing, farming and tin mining. We
then come to the Donnybrook—EBalingup
Shire with a strong rural background. Of
course, this is the home of the famous
Granny Smith apple—renowned through-
out the world for the ease with which it
is accepted on the markets.

Boyup Brook is a strong rural area, and
it contributes a great deal to the econ-
omy of the district; every day many people
from this shire c¢an be seen in our town,
It is the home of the blue wool—a very
fine quality wool.

Across to the west coast again we come
to the Shire of Harvey. This is fairly
close to Bunbury and it incorporates the
town of Australind, a fast-growing urban
area. Harvey is famous for its irrigation
system. Before the days of irrigation the
farming community battled to exist, but
since the 1930s and the coming of the
irrigation system, the town has estab-
lished itself as the head of the milk-
producing areas of Western Australia.

I come now to the last shire which
greatly concerns Bunbury. I am sorry
that the member for Collie is not in the
Chamber, because I should like to say a
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few things about the Shire of Collle.
During the time I lived in Collle—some
six or seven years—I1 became associated
closely with the town and had a lot to
do with it in the areas in which
I was involved and I always found the
Collie people to be friendly and co-opera-
tive; the sort of people one did not
mind living amongst. It has a rural
background but as the member for Collie
just mentioned, its strength is in its abl-
lity to produce coal. I should like to
make reference to Collle and to what
the member for Collie said the other
night when he was speaking in this House.

The member for Collie said—

The member for Bunbury knows
very well that he was responsible for
stop-work meetings with the trans-
port assoclation that was attempting
to have coverage on the coalmining
industry.

That does not make sense but it does mean
something and its meaning is quite strange
to me. I cannot remember the incident,
but possibly the member for Collie will
explain it more fully later. I commenced
work at the Stockton open cut mine which
was producing coal from the old workings.
We were cutting out the plilars and I have
in my hand the pay slips I received dur-
ing my period of employment. 'The interes-
ting one is dated the 24th October, 1952,
which means at that time I had been work-
ing for Amalgamated Collieries for three
weeks. The district senjority list put out by
the Collle Miners’ Unlon indlcates that I
was registered as a member of that union
on the 1st Qctober, 1952, which was over
three weeks before I collected by first pay.
The situation which applied then was that
one paid one’s first stump, as it was called,
on the first pay period after commence-
ment of work and therefore it does seem
quite peculiar that I would have been
running around doing such things as sup-
porting stoppages with the Road Trans-
port Association when I was a member
of the Collie Miners’ Union,

I enjoved the period I spent In Caollle as
a member of that union. I later went to
the Muja open cut which, of course, is
the mine which produces an enormous
amount of coal today. I was there in the
early ploneerlng days of the Eebe deep
mine, a pieture of which hangs in the cor-
ridors of this House. We worked a seam
of coal to a depth of some 39 feet to 40
feet by open cut method, which was quite
a unique seam of coal. During the period
I spent in Collie I became interested
in union affairs. T felt that if T worked
in the industry, I had to be a member
of the union and, so, I was determined
to hecome interested in all the functions
of the union. I attended as many meet-
ings as I could and {cok part in the de-
bates. At one time I stoad for the pesition
of vice-president of the union. The ballot
was held on the 2nd and 3rd February
1956 by the Collle Mine Workers Industrial
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Union. I did not win that election but it
was quite interesting when one considers
that I was accepted as a nominee despite
the fact that I was a known Liberal. 1
always admitied I was a Iiberal and at the
time there was a great deal of consterna-
tion about the fact. It was the first time
I contested an election of any sort other
than, perhaps, for committees and that
soirt of thing. I sill have the figures re-
lating to that ballot.

Four of us were involved in the ballot.
There was a man named Hughes, who did
not go very well at all. He went out when
the first preferences were counted. I
meake the point here that it was preferen-
tlal voting. Another candidate was Jacky
Watkins who today Is one of the most
outstanding men on the coalfields. The
third candidate was Mr Watts and I was
the fourth nomination for the position. Mr
Watkins won easily, with 341 votes, Mr
Watts was second with 180 votes and I
received 151 votes. I have done some cal-
culations on this ballot. I notice that Mr
Watts recelved 53 per cent of the votes cast
at his home mine. I recelved an average
of 83 per cent of the votes from the Muja
open cut and Hebe deep mine. However,
the total number of votes from those two
mines was only 52 whereas 113 votes were
recorded at Mr Watts' home mine. Thus,
had the number of workers at the Muja
and Hebe mines heen enough to cast
the same number of votes, I would have
headed Mr Watts by five votes. For that
reason I consider I suffered some dls-
advantage at that baliot.

Mr Skidmore: Had you won, we may
gave had a different member for Bun-
ury.

Mr SIBSON: That is right. I have re-
counted that story as ah example of the
interest I took in the industry. Some com-
ments made in this House were incorrect
and I thought I should set the record
stralght. We heard the member for Coliie
slating the Liberal Government for the
way in which it handled Collle and its
problems and the dreadful things it had
done to Collie. I have a high respect for
the member for Collie.

Mr Skidmore: He complained only in so
far as the State Electricity Commission
was concerned.

Mr SIBSON: Over the years, I have
noticed that the member for Collle has
developed a hablt of eritlelsing without
putting up any facts to support his critic-
isms. I have many documents in my
possession; I have a box full of them
here.

Mr T. J. Burke: WIill you tahkle them?

Mr SIBSON: I will if I am asked. X
started collecting these documents 25 years
age. My wife has been determined to get
them out of the house and taken to the
rubbish tip. However, I still have them.
They started off on top of the bedroom
wardrobe, moved {o the laundry, then to
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the back verandah, and finally out to the
shed. My wife still wants to get rid of
them.

Mr B. T. Burke: But you should not
let her do it. You keep them,

Mr T. J. Burke: Call it a library and
get a tax concesston.

Mr SIBSON: 1 have such things as
agricultural soclety schedules from Marg-
aret River and literature concerning junlor
farmers. I have a pay slip for the perlod
when I was carting overburden at Muja
and a hire-purchase agreement.

Mr Jamileson: I don't suppose you have
a pair of red flannel drawers have you?

Mr SIBSON: I am just peinting out the
importance of keeping a few of the old
]tlrfllngs one collects from early In one’s

e.

Mr T, J. Burke: Channel 7 has a show
on Friday week; perhaps yvou could appear
on television with your litle box.

Mr SIBSON: Perhaps I will receive an
invitation to go along.

Mr Jamieson: I hear the Premier
mumbling to himself.

Mr SIBSON: I have a document from
the Housing Commission and papers
which relate to the period when I worked
at the Muja open cut.

Mr Skidmere: That proves you were
there, anyway.

Mr SIBSON:; Yes, and that I got paid
for being there,

Mr T. H. Jones: You changed vour poli-
tics when you left Collie.

Mr SIBSON: Oh, the member for Collie
is here. Did they go and get him?

Mr T. H. Jones: Were you active in the
Liberal Party in Collie?

Mr SIBSON: Yes.

Mr T. H. Jones: I never saw you hand-
ing out cards.

Mr SIBSON: Before the election
Mr Latter used that fact as propaganda to
suggest that as I was a member of the
Liberal Party the people could be voting
for someone who had infiltrated the Collie
Miners’ Union.

Mr T. H. Jones: Did you go out and
hand out how-to-vote cards at electlion
time? I never saw you.

Mr SIBSON: No, I did not.
Mr T. H. Jones: Then you were not a

very good Liberal; you were not very
active in the party.

Mr SIBSON: Yes, I was very active,

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Bunbury has the figor,

Mr SIBSON: I have another document
in this little box. It was a bit dusty when
I pulled it oub. It is a report from the
then Minister for Mines, the Hon. Lionel
Kelly,
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Mr T. H. Jones: And a good Minister,
too.

Mr SIBSON: Several people made rep-
resentations to the Minister and are listed
on this sheet of paper. The first three
sheets have disappeared somewhere along
the line and I do not know what date
was on the submission,

Mr Jamieson: Three sheets in the wind!

Mr SIBSON: I am not too sure of the
date of the document, but the member
for Collie would be able to assist me be-
cause it was immediately after Mr Bill
Wallwork retired.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
more minutes.

Mr SIBSON: So, we can check the
actual date of the document. It was
interesting to hear the criticlsm levelled
at the Liberal Party by the member for
Collie—

Mr T, H. Jones: And fair criticism, too.

Mr SIBSON: —in his speech and by
interjection and 1t also is interesting to
hear what certain members of the Collie
Miners' Union had to say about the Labor
Party.

Mr T. H. Jones: Who were they?

Mr SIBSON: I will quote their names.
Mt George Lovell said that he objected to
the wayv they had meetings with the pres-
ent Labor Government. Under a Liberal
Government it was reslised that at meet-
ings between the miners and the Minister,
both partles involved should be present
and it was also possible to get the truth
of the matter.

Mr T. H. Jones: What date is that?

Mr SIBSON: As I sald, I cannot answer
that question but it could easlly be check-
ed by ascertalning when Mr Wallwork
retired. It does not really matter whether
it was one year or another.

Mr T. H, Jones: It could be 1892 for
all we know,

Mr SIBSON: It was not, because Mr
Lovell would not have been there then.

Mr T. H. Jones: Are you going to table it?

Mr SIBSON: Yes, I will table it. I would
like to read this out because it is inter-
esting. It reads, referring to the Labor
Government—

Since the present government has
been in, only once have the companies
been present at a conference between
us and the Minister.

Mr T. H. Jones: What was the confer-
ence about?
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr SIBSON: To continue—

On occasions when we have been to
Perth for a conference the companles
have seen the Minister before we went
in,
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Mr Jack Watkins, who was probably the
most outstanding man in the industry,
said—

As far as the Stockton is concerned,
we had a conference with My Wallwork
about the quota of men on the coal.
He said that he had no power to give
us an answer—

Mr T. H. Jones: That is right.

Mr SIBSON: To continue—

—but that he would refer all the facts
direct to the Minister. We presume he
referred the matter to you Mr Kelly
but up to now we have not had an
answer,

I support Mr Shannon when he said
that we had plenty of support from
the McLarty/Simpson team. I cannot
say the same thing about this Govern-
ment, Mr Simpson always kept his
promises.

Mr Harry Squance, wha was then the dis-
trict treasurer, said—

When Mr Simpson was in office he
came down to Collie to meet the Min-
ers Union. He always brought the
company officials down with him, Mr
Kelly said, on taking office, that he was
going to continue this system. It has
not come about however, if the Miners
Union wants anything now it is neces-
sary to run down to Perth. Then the
company representatives are not pre-
sent. Perscnally I think there should
be company representatives present.

Mr T. H. Jones: I was secretary then.
In 1955 I was secretary. What about quot-
ing me?

Mr SIBSON: I am trying to find 1%,

“ Mr T, H. Jones: You have probably lt;.);t

Mr SIBSON: I will keep looking. Mr
Latter was the president at the time.

Mr T. H. Jones: I was secretary, too.
‘What about quoting me?

Mr SIBSON: I will find it in a minute.
I am having a little trouble locating it. In
the meantime I would like members to
hear what the president saild. Mr Latter
was a most outstanding man for many
reasons, and he said—

The mine workers here in Collie ex-
pected more from the Labor Govern-
ment than they did from the Liberals.
This was to be expected for the Miners
Union gave financial support to the
Labor Party for a number of years. In
fact the union helped to put the Gov-
ernment into power,

On this page is reference to Mr Wallwork's
resignation.

Mr T. H. Jones: You have not quoted
me. That is what I want to hear.

Mr SIBSON: The member for Collie
is impatient.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr T. H, Jones: You do not have much
time left. I want to make sure we hear
what I sald,

Mr SIBSON: Here it is on the front
page! It is what Mr Tom Jones, the then
secretary said.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber’s time has expired.

Adjournment of Debate
Mr T. J. BURKE; I could not possi-
bly follow that, so T move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Question put and passed.
Debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

SIKR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [11.03 pm.)J: I presume the
honourable member has made his speech,
in view of the ruling given previously! 1I
move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at [1.0¢ p.m.

fegislative Asseinbly

Thursday, the 15th August, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (37): ON NOTICE
1. EDUCATION POLICIES
Reference to Educationists

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Premier:

(1} Further to my questions (1 of 6th
August, 1974 and 49 of 13th Aug-
ust, 1974), would he please indi-
cate if the Liberal Party educa-
tion policies enunciated at the
hustings were referred to any pro-
fessional educationists {(being per-
sons not referred to in the above
questions) prior to being publicly
announced by him?

(2) If “Yes” would he mname the
people concerned?

Sir CHARLES COURT replled:

(1> and (2) As the Member knows,
the committee had a number of
professional educsationists In dif-
ferent flelds as members.

At the same time, it purposely also
had members who were not pro-
fessional educationists, but who
had other gualifications and prac-
tical experience.



